
Roseanna Cunningham MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
Fergus Ewing MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy and Connectivity 
 
The Scottish Government 
St. Andrew’s House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh 
EH1 3DG 
 
26 March 2018 
 
Dear Ms Cunningham and Mr Ewing, 
 

NGOs, farmers, and rural groups call on the Scottish Government to drive a Just Transition 
towards carbon-neutral farming 

 
Ahead of Scotland’s 10-year anniversary of its landmark 2009 Climate Act, the Scottish Government will bring 
forward an even more ambitious proposal aligning our domestic targets with the Paris Agreement goal of limiting 
global temperature increases to 1.5 degrees Celsius. To achieve this and targets in the new Bill, all economic sectors 
have a responsibility to transition to low carbon practices. 
 
As farmers, crofters, land managers, rural groups and NGOs, we acknowledge our joint responsibility to fight climate 
change and call on the Scottish Government to use the new Climate Bill to drive a just transition to a carbon-
neutral1, resilient farming sector by 2050 at the latest. 
 
Whilst our farming sector is currently contributing 22.5% of Scotland’s total greenhouse gas emissions, 
farmers, crofters and landowners are also contributing to carbon sequestration and storage, and efficiency measures 
are already leading to carbon savings. Farming, therefore, has the potential to bring its net greenhouse gas emissions 
down to zero and become the first carbon-neutral farming sector in the world, while reaping substantial economic 
benefits. As the Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy and Connectivity has stated, “reducing emissions and 
improving soil and water quality undoubtedly helps our climate change ambitions, but will also benefit farmers’ bank 
balances by reducing waste and improving market returns”. Carbon-neutral farming systems deliver a range of public 
benefits such as flood prevention, enhanced biodiversity, clean air and water, and greenhouse gas emission 
reduction; whilst making farms more resilient to climate impacts, creating employment, increasing farm profitability 
and supporting rural economies. 
 
To prepare for this transition and ensure our rural economies optimise opportunities, we need Scottish 
Government support to ensure a fair and supportive approach to move farming into a low-emissions 
future. Climate change mitigation and farm profitability need to be promoted as mutually supportive 
objectives. 
 
In line with the recommendations of the UK Committee on Climate Change, which highlighted the need for 
additional emphasis on mitigation through agriculture and land use, we support the following measures as critical to 
driving a just transition to carbon-neutral farming: 
 

• Introducing a nitrogen balance sheet. Creating a national nitrogen balance sheet would help Government 
develop evidence-based policies and targets to improve the efficiency with which we use nitrogen. Better 
nitrogen use efficiency reduces nitrous oxide and ammonia emissions, saves farmers money, promotes circular 
economy business opportunities, and reduces water and air pollution which damages people and nature. 

 

• Investing in soils. We must continue to restore carbon-rich peatlands, safeguard semi-natural grasslands and 
protect and improve our valuable agricultural soils. Advice and incentives are needed to ensure all farmers 
regularly test their soils, increase soil organic matter – thereby locking in carbon and improving soil quality - and 
prevent soil erosion from fields. 

 

                                                           
1 Carbon-neutral refers to ‘carbon equivalent’, or net-zero greenhouse gases 



• Promoting productive and profitable carbon-neutral farming. Low-carbon farming practices and systems must 
become the norm, in order to reduce emissions. To do this we need to promote and support both organic 
farming and efficient mainstream production. Public bodies must procure more food from these farms and help 
drive the transformation to carbon-neutral food production. Organic farming has an important role to play but 
needs promotion to reverse declines of recent years which have occurred despite strong demand for organic 
food. 

 

• Promoting agroforestry. More farmers and crofters need to be helped to see how integrating trees into their 
farming business could be of value to them and the climate. When planting the right trees in the right place, 
agroforestry has the potential to sequester carbon and protect soils, as well as deliver other benefits, such as 
diversification of farm income, shelter for livestock, and fuelwood. 

 
Scotland needs to begin a fair and just transition to carbon-neutral farming now. We have the potential to establish 
ourselves as a real leader in sustainable farming and the Climate Change Bill is the place to start. We are looking 
forward to working with the Scottish Government to develop and implement adequate, cost-effective measures to 
deliver this ambition. 
 
If you would like to get in touch to discuss any aspect of this letter, please contact Jim Densham at RSPB Scotland, 
jim.densham@rspb.org.uk  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anaerobic Digestion and Bioresources Association 
(ADBA) 
Biodynamic Association 
Buglife Scotland 
Caledonain Organic 
Church of Scotland 
Compassion in World Farming 
Commonweal 
Community Land Scotland 
Cyrenians 
Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens 
Friends of the Earth Scotland 
Food Ethics Council 
Froglife Trust Scotland 
Glasgow Community Food Network 
Global Justice Now 
National Trust for Scotland 
NFU Scotland 
Nourish Scotland 
Organic Growers Alliance 
Permaculture Scotland 
Propagate 
RSPB Scotland 
Royal Scottish Geographic Society 
Scotland the Bread 
Scottish Allotments and Gardens Society 
Scottish Badgers 
Scottish Crofting Federation 
Scottish Farming and Wildlife Advisors Group 
Scottish Land and Estates 
Scottish Organic Forum 
 

Scottish Organic Producers Association (SOPA) 
Scottish Rural Action 
Scottish Wildlife Trust 
Scottish Wild Land Group 
Soil Association Scotland 
Stop Climate Chaos Scotland 
Tweed Forum 
Unite Scotland 
Woodland Trust 
WWF Scotland 
 

Individuals 
Professor James Curran   
John B Cameron, Member, Livestock Health Scotland 
Dave Reay, University of Edinburgh 
Professor Pete Smith, Professor of Soils and Global 
Change, University of Aberdeen 

 Member of  Scotish Churches Rural 
Group 
Professor Davy McCraken, Head of SRUC’s Hll and 
Mountain Research Centre 
Antonia Ineson, Myreside Organics 

 Shetland crofter, member of the 
Nature Friendly Farming Network 

 Dumfriesshire Farmer, member of the 
Nature Friendly Farming Network 

 Farmer 
 



From: Jonathan Hall
Sent: 15 May 2018 15:50
To: Cabinet Secretary for Finance and the Constitution
Subject: Scottish Government Brexit Preparedness and Capacity - Letter from NFU
Scotland

FAO Derek Mackay MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Finance and the Constitution

Please find attached correspondence from NFU Scotland in relation to Scottish
Government resources for the impacts of Brexit of Scottish agriculture and the
development and implementation of a new Scottish agricultural policy.

I look forward to receiving a response.

Jonnie Hall

Jonnie Hall | Director of Policy and Member Services
NFU Scotland | Rural Centre, West Mains, Ingliston, Newbridge, EH28 8LT

Website:
http://www.nfus.org.uk/



 

 

 

 

 

 

Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Constitution 

Scottish Government 

St Andrew’s House  

Regent Road 

Edinburgh 

EH1 3DG  

 

BY EMAIL ONLY 

 

 

15 May 2018 

 

 

Dear Cabinet Secretary 

 

I write with regard to Scotland’s capacity to fund and resource EU competences 

following the UK’s exit from the EU. 

 

In my letter to you in December 2017, ahead of your annual Budget Statement to the 

Scottish Parliament, I highlighted the importance of NFU Scotland and Scottish 

Government jointly making the case to HM Treasury to ensure Scottish farmers and 

crofters are supported in the short-to-medium term after EU exit.  Equally, NFU 

Scotland would welcome a commitment from Scottish Government that any future 

agricultural budget will remain ring-fenced to farming and crofting support to enable 

the sector to continue to deliver in the economic, social and environmental interests 

of Scotland. 

 



Clearly, these are vital issues which NFU Scotland continues to press with HM 

Treasury and the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs: As recently 

as 2 May I meet with HM Treasury officials on these vital issues, and I would be 

pleased to work with you and your officials to deliver a co-ordinated message to UK 

Government on finding a fair financial settlement after Brexit – not least in light of the 

frustrating delay to the review of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) convergence 

and budget allocations that emerged last Friday. 

 

However, the purpose of my writing to you regards Scotland’s internal capacity to 

ensure readiness for our impending exit from the CAP.  

 

Notwithstanding the financial agreement that will be found with the UK Government 

on a future funding settlement for Scottish farmers and crofters, I would welcome any 

clarity you could provide on what resources have been allocated by Scottish 

Government to design and implement a new Scottish agricultural policy itself. I am 

also interested to learn of what resources Scottish Government will invest to ensure 

we have the necessary expertise on the significant issues that will certainly arise 

from the implementation of any new trade and export policy after EU exit. 

 

NFU Scotland understands that since 2016 Defra has filled some 650 vacancies 

across the Defra Group, with a further 550 staff to be appointed to meet the 

additional requirements of EU exit1. The National Audit Office has also highlighted 

that Defra agreed spending of £94.4 million with HM Treasury to fund its EU exit 

programme in 2017-18, with further funding expected following the commitment from 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer in his Autumn Statement that £3bn would be 

earmarked for Brexit preparations.  

 

I sympathise with the significant challenge that Brexit readiness will present the 

Scottish Government, but nonetheless, I do wish to express my firm view that the 

Scottish Government’s preparedness for the challenges ahead is becoming 

increasingly vital.  I understand that so far £6.6 million2 has been allocated from the 

UK Government to the Scottish Government in order to make preparations for Brexit. 

 

 

                                                 
1
 https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Implementing-the-UKs-exit-from-the-European-

Union-the-Department-for-Environment-Food-Rural-Affairs.pdf  
 
2
 https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CDP-2018-0046#fullreport 

















 

-----Original Message-----
From:  
Sent: 04 April 2018 09:33
To: Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy and Connectivity
Subject: An informal dinner held at Adam and Co 

Dear Cabinet Secretary,

I am writing to invite you to a dinner with leading figures in the Scottish agricultural
sector. My idea for the evening is to provide you with an informal opportunity to hear
and discuss views on the food and farming industry as we approach the challenges
and opportunities that will unfold with Brexit looming .
As you are I?m sure aware I am personally supportive of a great deal of you stand for
politically and the evening would hopefully be of a non confrontational , informal
nature.
I will host the evening and have asked  of Ardnamurchan Estates to
join me in selecting the guest list.
I already have a number of guests that would be keen to attend . They include :-
Malcolm Buchanan , Chairman of Royal Bank of Scotland ( Scotland )

 , Farmers Weekly . UK farmer of the year 2017
Professor  , Moredun Institute

 , Scotbeef
 , Agri



 , Harbro
  Leading Sheep farmer

 , Isle of Mull farmer

Adam and Co have asked that they have two representatives attending the dinner
which would be held at their headquarters in St Andrews Square, Edinburgh. Date of
your choosing and then I would finalise a guest list to keep you informed.
I do hope you  feel you would benefit and appreciate this opportunity .If you have
some guests that you feel would positively contribute to the evening I would be only
too happy to accommodate them .

I look forward to hearing from you,

Yours sincerely 

FRAgS

Watson Seeds 



buccleuch.com]
Sent: 20 August 2018 15:07
To: Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy <CabSecRE@gov.scot>
Subject: FW: Galloway Country Fair

Dear Fergus,

As discussed I have enclosed a copy of a presentation made to the Sustainable Food
Trust earlier this year that provides an overview of some of our initiatives within
Buccleuch's tenanted and in-hand farms.

I would be delighted to meet you in Edinburgh should you wish to discuss further and
share in more detail thoughts as to the challenges and changes our industry may adopt
to deliver a vibrant agricultural sector for the next generation.

With kind regards



Head of Agriculture

Buccleuch, Estate Office, Weatherhouse, Bowhill, Selkirk, TD7 5ES

ttp://www.buccleuch.com>











From: @scotlink.org>
Sent: 12 October 2018 16:16
To: Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy <CabSecRE@gov.scot>
Subject: Scottish Environment LINK meeting request

Dear Sir/Madam,

Attached a letter on behalf of LINK members for Cabinet Secretary Fergus Ewing in 
response to his statement in Parliament in late September.

LINK members are seeking a meeting with the Cabinet Secretary and LINK member 
directors to discuss these issues further.

Best,

Advocacy Manager
Scottish Environment LINK



 

Fergus Ewing MSP 

Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy 

St Andrew's House 

Edinburgh  

12 October 2018 

 

Dear Cabinet Secretary,  

 

We are writing to you following your statement of 26 September in the 

Scottish Parliament. We welcome the decision to open applications for the 

Agri-Environment-Climate Scheme (AECS) in 2019 but believe that it is 

critical that Scottish Government also make the development of a shared 

plan for Scotland’s post-CAP support system a priority. 

While “Stability and Simplicity: proposals for a rural funding transition period” provided views regarding 

Pillar I, it did not provide insights to the Government’s thinking on Pillar 2. We are therefore concerned 

over the ongoing lack of clarity regarding the funding and implementation of the AECS scheme as well 

as a wide range of other schemes and payments including woodland grants and advisory services that 

currently form part of Scotland’s Rural Development Programme (SRDP).  

What is more, while we will seek to engage in the process that follows the Stability and Simplicity 

consultation, this piece of work does not provide any clarity regarding the future of farm support from 

2024 onwards. Even though a number of groups have been convened to provide insights into agriculture 

and rural policy (the Agriculture Champions, the CAP Greening Review Group, the National Council of 

Rural Advisors), none seem to have been tasked specifically with developing policy recommendations 

for post-CAP rural support schemes. These processes need to be brought together to deliver a vision for 

Scotland’s farm support, one that will command public support, and it is unclear at the moment how 

this will happen.  

LINK members believe that we now have a unique opportunity to ensure that Scotland can benefit from 

a farming support system that is fit for the 21st century. Scotland’s Good Food Nation agenda as well as 

our aspirations towards Green Farming could be realised through the right support system. A fresh 

approach to farming and forestry is also an opportunity to deliver on the Scottish Government’s Land 

Use Strategy, linking sustainable land use to community aspirations.   

As such, we would like to see greater focus being placed on designing a future system of farming support 

for Scotland. Convening a taskforce that will look exclusively at ‘simplification’ will not address this 

pressing issue. While we fully support that future schemes are designed and delivered so they are 

understandable and accessible to beneficiaries, a broader discussion is needed to ensure that future 

schemes are delivering effectively in the public interest. We hope that you will consider the creation of 

a “Future Farm Support Taskforce” to work on this issue over the next 12-18 months in parallel to the 

process that you have committed with Scottish Parliament. In Annex we have provided our views 

regarding proposed Terms of Reference. 



 

LINK member directors would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you and further discuss how we 

can support the development of a commonly shared ambition for Scotland’s future farm support. Given 

the urgency of these issues both for farmers and for our natural environment, we hope you will be 

amenable to having this meeting in the coming weeks.  

Yours sincerely,  

Charles Dundas 

Scottish Environment LINK Chair 

 

 

On behalf of Scottish Environment LINK Food and Farming Subgroup members: 
 

     
 

 

  



 

ANNEX: Future Farm Support Taskforce Proposed Terms of Reference 

 

To research, design and consult on a system of farm support which: 

1) helps to deliver on the Sustainable Development Goals, which Scotland was among the first nations 

to endorse, and on the Scottish Government’s National Performance Framework; 

2) meets public policy objectives on the production of healthy food, the provision of a range of public 

goods, and on the social cohesion of vulnerable rural areas;  

3) assists generational renewal and short food chains; 

4) is deliverable, equitable (taking into account disadvantages of geography, scale, tenure), auditable 

and evaluable; 

5) ensures that future schemes are designed and delivered so they are understandable and accessible 

to beneficiaries whilst delivering effectively in the public interest. 

The Taskforce should work transparently and should draw on the expertise and data held by the key 

research institutes, commissioning specific reports and impact assessments where needed. 

The membership of the Taskforce should be broad and inclusive across the range of public policy 

objectives on which future farm support will need to deliver. Its work should be supported by a 

dedicated secretariat provided by Government.    

  

 





























                                                                                    

Scottish Countryside Alliance, 16 Young Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4JB 
 

          

        
           24/01/2018 

 

Rural Development and Skill 

 

Fergus,  

 

I hope that you had a wonderful festive break and managed to get some respite from 

the day job…It all seems such a long time ago. 

I write to ask for a short appointment to discuss the development of sector specific 

training programmes within forestry and the wider rural environment. 

 

Specifically I would like to discuss the progress of the  Scottish Rural Development 
Programme 2014 - 2020  in relation to: 
  

 Enhancing the rural economy 

 Supporting agricultural and forestry businesses 

 Protecting and improving the natural environment 

 Addressing the impact of climate change 

 Supporting rural communities 

 

I look forward to your response 

  

   
Kind Regards 
 
Jamie Stewart 
 
Director  
Scottish Countryside Alliance 








