
From: [Redacted – exemption applies] 

Sent: 20 September 2018 14:31:01 

To: Public Engagement Unit 

Subject: FW: P1 assessment 

AO [Redacted – exemption applies] 

For MACCS please 

[Redacted – exemption applies]| Assistant Private Secretary (Correspondence) to John 

Swinney MSP | Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary Education and Skills | 

Scottish Government | St Andrew's House | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [Redacted – 

exemption applies] 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 

on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, 

or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 

Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 

terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot<http://www.lobbying.scot/> 

From: [Redacted – exemption applies] 

Sent: 19 September 2018 09:26 

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 

<DFMCSE@gov.scot<mailto:DFMCSE@gov.scot>> 

Subject: FW: P1 assessment 

From: [Redacted – exemption applies] 

Sent: 18 September 2018 18:19 

To: Swinney J (John), MSP 

<John.Swinney.msp@parliament.scot<mailto:John.Swinney.msp@parliament.scot>> 

Subject: P1 assessment 

Sent from Mail<https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986> for Windows 10 

 

Dear Mr Swinney, 

 

As a former primary school HT I wholeheartedly support assessment of pupils 

throughout their school years to ascertain their strengths and learning needs. P1 

children arrive in school, hopefully following nursery education, as four year olds 



and five year olds this presents a wide variety of challenges for them and the staff. 

Why not consider using the online assessment tool when the individual child reaches 

a specific age? Perhaps five and a half? Children whose birthdays fall in or near to 

holiday periods could be assessed as closely to their birthday as possible. This would 

mean that there would not be a need for assessing a class within a narrow timeframe 

and would ,I think, therefore be less stressful for all concerned. 

Yours sincerely 

[Redacted – exemption applies] 

******************************************************************* * 

The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of 

Scotland 

P?rlamaid na h-Alba: A? toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

www.parliament.scot<http://www.parliament.scot> : 

facebook.com/scottishparliament<http://facebook.com/scottishparliament> : 

twitter.com/scotparl<http://twitter.com/ScotParl> 

The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this 

email in error please delete it and do not share its contents. 

******************************************************************* * 

___________________________________________________________________ _ 

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 

For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 

__________________________________________________________________ _ 











From: [Redacted – exemption applies] 

Sent: 26 September 2018 09:55:45 

To: Public Engagement Unit 

Subject: FW: Message from Scottish Parliament website 

AO - [Redacted – exemption applies] 

For maccs please. 

[Redacted – exemption applies] |Deputy Private Secretary to John Swinney MSP | 

Deputy First Minister of Scotland and Cabinet Secretary for Education & Skills | 

Scottish Government | St Andrew's House | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | T: [Redacted – 

exemption applies] | E: DFMCSE@gov.scot 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 

on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, 

or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 

Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 

terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.? See www.lobbying.scot 

-----Original Message----- 

From: [Redacted – exemption applies]  

Sent: 19 September 2018 16:22 

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 

<DFMCSE@gov.scot> 

Subject: FW: Message from Scottish Parliament website 

-----Original Message----- 

From: noreply@parliament.scot [mailto:noreply@parliament.scot] 

Sent: 19 September 2018 16:11 

To: Swinney J (John), MSP <John.Swinney.msp@parliament.scot> 

Subject: Message from Scottish Parliament website 

name: 

 [Redacted – exemption applies] 

address: 

 [Redacted – exemption applies]  

postcode: 

 [Redacted – exemption applies]  



email: 

[Redacted – exemption applies]  

telephone: 

[Redacted – exemption applies]  

 

message: 

 

 The SNP has lost my confidence, as a teacher of 40 years who DOES listen to what 

experts say about our youngest learners. I've sent this to James Dornan: 

I am watching the current debate on P1 tests. Your comment regarding "tears" of a 

young child during the test is no big deal because children cry in school all the time 

(admittedly, I'm paraphrasing, but it is exactly the essence of your message), makes 

me despair. Your flippant attitude for the well-being of our youngest learners is 

despicable, and demonstrates the enormity of your ignorance regarding early 

education. I have always voted SNP, but I will not allow the needs of our youngsters 

to be run roughshod over for you to score political points. Shame on you and the SNP. 

******************************************************************* 

The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of 

Scotland P?rlamaid na h-Alba: A? toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

www.parliament.scot<http://www.parliament.scot> : 

facebook.com/scottishparliament<http://facebook.com/scottishparliament> : 

twitter.com/scotparl<http://twitter.com/ScotParl> 

The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this 

email in error please delete it and do not share its contents. 

********************************************************************* 

* 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_ 

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 

For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_ 



From: [Redacted – exemption applies]  

Sent: 18 September 2018 10:20:27 

To: Public Engagement Unit 

Subject: FW: P1 Tests 

AO [Redacted – exemption applies]  

MACCS case please for OR 

[Redacted – exemption applies]  

Office of the First Minister 

Scottish Government 

5TH floor/St Andrews House/Regent Road 

Edinburgh EH1 3DG 

[Redacted – exemption applies]  

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 

on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, 

or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 

Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 

terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot<http://www.lobbying.scot> 

[Redacted – exemption applies]  

Office of the First Minister 

Scottish Government 

5TH floor/St Andrews House/Regent Road 

Edinburgh EH1 3DG 

Tel [Redacted – exemption applies]  



All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 

on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, 

or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 

Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 

terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot<http://www.lobbying.scot/> 

From: [Redacted – exemption applies] [Redacted – exemption applies]  

Sent: 16 September 2018 18:17 

To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot<mailto:firstminister@gov.scot>> 

Subject: P1 Tests 

 

Dear Ms Sturgeon 

As a teacher who had 20 years experience I think you should stand firm about the P1 

tests. 

 I am disappointed that the other parties will vote against you. 

If some of the children were crying it may have been because some tension in the 

teacher was transmitted to the child. 

Perhaps, if it was presented as a game and called an assessment there would not be so 

much hostility. 

Other countries realise that education is the key to future prosperity for its citizens. 

As far as I can see the test is pretty minimal and it is important to see how the child is 

progressing. 

From my experience in teaching, a lot of children lose the way in the first few years 

and it just gets compounded as they progress through school. It is sad to see their 

eagerness in the early years being replaced by apathy and withdrawal. 

Surely if it was explained, that the test is to enable schools to focus resources on those 

children in the Early Years that just need a bit more input, parents would not be so 

antagonistic and so easily whipped up by newspapers. 

All the best, 

Yours sincerely, 

[Redacted – exemption applies] 

_________________________________________________________________ _ 

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 

For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 

__________________________________________________________________ _ 



From: [Redacted – exemption applies]  

Sent: 20 September 2018 13:48:49 

To: Public Engagement Unit 

Subject: FW: John Swinney MSP Contact Us Submission 

AO ? [Redacted – exemption applies]  

For MACCS please 

[Redacted – exemption applies] | Assistant Private Secretary (Correspondence) to 

John Swinney MSP | Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary Education and 

Skills | Scottish Government | St Andrew's House | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [Redacted 

– exemption applies]  

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 

on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, 

or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 

Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 

terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot<http://www.lobbying.scot/> 

From: [Redacted – exemption applies] [Redacted – exemption applies]  

Sent: 18 September 2018 11:06 

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 

<DFMCSE@gov.scot<mailto:DFMCSE@gov.scot>> 

Subject: FW: John Swinney MSP Contact Us Submission 

From: John Swinney MSP Office [mailto:no-reply@johnswinney.scot] 

Sent: 18 September 2018 10:45 

To: [Redacted – exemption applies] Cc: [Redacted – exemption applies]  

Subject: John Swinney MSP Contact Us Submission 

Here is a copy of the Contact Us form submitted on : 

www.johnswinney.scot<http://www.johnswinney.scot> 

Name: [Redacted – exemption applies]  

Email: [Redacted – exemption applies]  

Phone: [Redacted – exemption applies]  

Address: [Redacted – exemption applies]  

 

 

 



Subject: P1 testing 

 

Message: Dear Mr Swinney I was unsure how to contact you but I felt I needed to 

Congratulate you for standing up for P1 testing. I was training to be a classroom 

assistant and was seconded to a primary school one day a week. World reading day 

had come around, I was left to assist children. One quiet little boy asked for my help 

with words, I soon realised he couldn't recognise basic words like and, the. He asked 

if he could read his own book, I said, yes. Which he read impeccably, I realised he 

was memory reading, when I went on a few pages he was lost. This wee child looked 

at me and said "Oh miss, isn't reading hard" I always remember that wee boy. The 

thing is Mr Swinney his teacher was deputy head, if she couldn't pick up on this wee 

kids difficulties, he would have been lost. So stand up for the wee 5/6year olds who 

could slip through the net. If this wee kid had been tested they could have picked up 

on his problems early. Good luck. And remember the kids  

GDPR Consent: Yes 

We will get back to you as soon as we can. 

Regards, 

John Swinney MSP 

********************************************************************* 

* 

The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of 

Scotland 

P?rlamaid na h-Alba: A? toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

www.parliament.scot<http://www.parliament.scot> : 

facebook.com/scottishparliament<http://facebook.com/scottishparliament> : 

twitter.com/scotparl<http://twitter.com/ScotParl> 

The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this 

email in error please delete it and do not share its contents. 

********************************************************************* 

* 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_ 

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 

For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_ 
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