From: G - o stry.gsi. gov.uk>
Sent: 14 May 2018 08:58
To: Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy
Cc: DG Economy; Higgins K (Kate); Connal K (Keith);

Communications Rural Economy & Environment

Campbel B

Subject: For information: Media Coverage - Forest Operations & Wildcats
Attachments: P&J cats.pdf: Scotsman cats.pdf; The National - cats.pdf; Sun Telegraph article.pdf
Importance: High

For information the anticipated article on Forest Operations on Scotland’s National Forest Estate and
Wildcats appeared In yesterday's edition of the Sunday Telegraph, with a number of subsequent
articles appearing in today’s papers.

We are currently in dialogue with both the Sunday Telegraph and Press & Journal as the articles don‘t
reflect the actual circumstances and were published without any of the lines that we provided. We
await their response, however it is likely that we will pursue to seek a right to reply.

we'll also prepare an FMQ Briefing note on the subject.

Let me know if you regulre any further information or additional clarification.

Regards

Head of Corporate Support

Forest Enterprise Scotland

Forest Enterprise Scotland Head Office
1 Highlander Way

Inverness Business Park

Inverness, IV2 7GB

G o<stry.gsi.gov.uk

+44 i(}! 300 067 6000 iSwitchboarcl)

www.forastry.gov.uk/scotland
www.facebook.com/forestrycommissionscotland

Forest Enterprise Scotland is an agency of the Forestry Commission managing Scotland’s National

Forest Estate.
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Time running out for Scottish wildcats

With warnings that one of ourmost
iconic animals is at risk, Kieran Beattie
talks tothe people trying to save them

Onawmistyspringevening,  Clashindarroch, Wildcat Haven snys the  thrests facing the felines
two men dedicated to pro- By Tooking for Liny paw  commissionplanstoaliow 15 toss of habitat.
tecting one of Scotland’s  prints on game tralls, for up to 60% of the area’s Althiotigh the predators
most enjgmalle creatures  seavching for kill sites, woodland to befelledover  can adapt to many natyral
smvvey thelrsurroundings,  identifying scratching posts thenext15to20 years~-and  envirorunents, a spokes-
There is pristine wood-  and settingup hidden cam- proposals have been put  manfor Whdeat Haven satd
land to theli-backs, and a  era traps, Mr Bell and My forward for windfarmsin  thoy pmtienlarly thriva in
vastmoor of recontly-felled  Sleigh arc ableto chserve  the reglon. woodlaids, as they provide
forest in front of them. . , Mr Bell said: “We'reap-  cover fo stalk prey, and
"Thay polut to one par- thefearsomesnimals with- | voq by what's goingon.  most importantly, to cre-
ticular stump, where just ou;.gislurbm;];lthem, W “The exact ateas where  ate dens for theivkittens,
menths previously, aspe- eresearcieis Say ey yoiye phatogvaphed wild- If mother cats with kit-
cial low-light trail camera ave confirmted at least 13 catsjust weeksagorrenow  tens are disturbed, it Is
. ure Scottish witdeats tn o !
hiad trigzered, capturing ﬂ . belng clear-folled fortoflet  Rot unknown for them to
an image of one of the 1 'e Jorasts, roll, andsetaside forwind-  abanden, or even worse,
purebred Scattish wildeats é\lthouguh othe:;:: rgani- farm instatlations, eat thelr own young,
Jiving and breeding in the f °“§ €8 rr;ata N e;ve ‘ge “This i the Jast viable Mr Sleigh said in addi-
Cpshindarroch aven, sotth- m:x(h_eds © genet e X tion to wildeats, he and Mr
west of Eamily, pure.cats left}n the wild,  ponulation of Scottish wild- Belt have captured other
Tutnow fearshavebeen  VVildeat Haven - which et left anywhere, and tho o eatened enlinal
raised thatwithout fmme- usnsverysmngeqtcriteria FES, while publicly claim- ca;?:r :'11;:'1 ufm al t: ;);1
dlntesetion from fie Scat- to delerm!n_e whqlher of  ingtobe protecting thew, Tading of e?e artes ; ,a nci
tish Government, the Hny not an individual Is2true  are actively chopping down :h‘; r:(‘!g P_Hi m] en
population afwildeats fn  Wideatorfot - believethe  thefr home around them.” H &sél:dnfm hindar-
the fegion ~ some of the 10 cats of Clashindarroch Listnight, 1 spokesman c}:;‘ﬂ estam stbas -nmi:_
astin Scotland - contdbe  Fepresent avound a third  for BES snid: “We welcome “; froorfu r‘é‘“ e piY o
Tost fovover to muke way O theremalningunhybnid-  Wildeat Haven's continued € ] 'ilgatio e cpmgl.er&l
for windfarms and tolet 1€ Seottish wildeats, interest in aue farest man- 2’“"] 0 o ‘:‘mmer;a ) ¥y
paper production. ~ And to protect the anf-  agementand for giving us it.?s t‘“ 7 oyl :ctgmtp Tmise,
R osanrchers Kavin Bl mals future, Wildeat Ba- the opportunity to pramote “’i“}l?( “‘f“ - M. 35tk
xnd Stove Slelghvolunteer YoM 1103 today launched  andexplainthe integrated | 1s n’; ac :;ee; o f ¢
for tho guassroots organt ™ campsign to give the  and vital work being done te E: "e " t';m tt‘t‘;i 1'{3. e:t
sation Wildcat Haven, ¢ Cl2shindarroch region  through Scottish Wildeat e'd“;l“ Mf‘e s fanif' X
group that seeks to sai"e- special designation as o Action 1o save Seotland’s o wt‘:e s
guard thefabmre of thecriti- & rotected siteand prevent  wildeais? P e !mél MSPsto by
ey cndangered predutor, 2% further deforestation  Wildeats were onee wide- i'We et 8 Eﬂ ving
which s sometimes Jnown OV developiment, spread but the purebreds ’;? 5 i;!p&ﬂla}mg:h en;.u:e
a5 the Hightand Tiger. Torestry EnterpriseScot- are nowon the brink of ex- “éﬂ ,“vt&‘ “ét %}? t Sne; : 1?
e oy 1and (EESD, the forestry tinction uotoperseation, oL ilocaisabot tobe

spant countless evenings
tracking the furtive felines
throughout the rémote

directgrate of the Seottish
Qovernnent, manages the
forests of Clashindarroch,

disease, and cross-brecding
with feral domestic cats.
But one of the largest

1ost oft her wateh.”
Using thefr sirict exdterta

. Coveragh IS [proiged unider Beaiite ot 1ho NLA, CLA oF gitit copyrighi gvaar: NG Tuither copyini fridudidg the T 34340120 TZB44700
K ANTAR MED>IA tiingol digid bitisis) ettt e ddetions or forwiirding Is permiiled exeapil it ticesh f#om il HLA, F-$aidcob@ianametsn Lo
: ¥ Ty nla.co.uk or nespapers) CLAp el oo (or books.and megadaes} ar olhier copyrialit body. kaptamaia.com
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of ensuring & cat mects 19
out of 21 special factois to
deterniine genetlc purity,
Wildeat Haven believes
there conld he as fewas 36
true hidividuals left,

By analysing patterns
on their tails, body, necks,
backs and a number of
other tell-tale indicators,
the group's réstarchiers can
both identity the numbgr of
indiviGuals in local popula-
tions and determine if they
are hybrids ornot.

Inadditlon t conserva-
tion work {h Clashindar-
roch, the organisation
also works te protect o
population of around 10
wildeats it has identified in
west Lochabier, where they
have carried out & project to
neuter domestic eats in the
yegion in order to prevent
crossbreeding. ’

- Commant, Page 31

“Scotland's
iconic wildcatis
aboutiobelost
on herwatch"
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1Up to 60% of the foest at clashindarmcﬁ - here it !5 rakne up i a Ird n Scotland's pure ildoat
!punulatlnn.liue.:nuuld he.falled, iriggering fears for the future.of the se:called ‘Hightand Tiger! .
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act on rare

wildcats from tree felling

ARERDEENSHIRE

@ Activists claim
‘national scandal' is
unfolding in forest
ByBRIANFERGUSON

Campalgners are warning
thatrareScottishwildcatsare
baing putatrisk with tree fell-
Ing operations in a forest in
Aberdeenshire.
Activistssay they havefound
evidence of 13 different spe-
cies living in Clashindarroch,
near Huntly, which is owned
hyScottishGovernmentagen-
cyForestry CommisslonScol-

Conservationgroup Wildeat

. Haven says the “commerclal

exploltation” of the forest is

threatening its entire wildeat
populaton, whichissaldtobe
among themostimportantin
theworld becausesomeofthe
speciesargsorare,

Activists claim the work s
causing considerable distur-
bance to the wildcats which
cancausefemaldstodbandon
oreveneat theirkittens,

However, Forestry Comimis-
sion Scotland Insists its man-
agement of Clashindarroch
has been $crutinised by Inde-
pendent wildlife experts and
meets "lnternational stand-
ards of bestpractice,”

The cdampdign group has
raised concerts aboul the
impactoffellingin Clashindar-
roch just weeks alter relens-
fng footage it claims shows
thatoneof theworlds biggest

- Coveragels leproduced urdof liconss frodh e NLA, CLA o oiht copirigtit symar No fihar ¢opiing fncludiag tho
K ANTAR MEﬁ] A rililligel digaal cilings) digial reprouEtins or [dnverting Is psmnited exbept unded ceise iom tho NiA,
: Bl nfa .4k ffor newspapers) CUA Bipfivene.ofa.o0.vic for books and mogaeines} orallier popyright body,

wildeats is living in theforest,

Wildcat Haven campaigner
Kev Bellsaid: “Thisis thelast
viable poputation of Scottish
wildcats left anywhere, and
Forestry Commission Scot-
Tand, whilst publely claim-
ing to be protecting them, are
actively chopping down thelr
home around them, It's a
nationalscasidal -we'reatrlsk
ofloging cur jeonie wideat to
these thoughtlessactions.”

Ancther gctivist, Steve
Sleigh, sald: “Clashindarroch
must be protected from fur-
ther comtueicial exploltation
immediately atid without
compromise, 1t's too Impor-
tant, This place needs to be
leftalone,”

A spokesman for Forestry
Commisslon Scotiand saldi

“Allourfelliogand replanting
plansandopeiationsareinde-
pendently certified tointerna-
tional standards of best prac-
tice and ensure a balanced
structureis maintained,

“The management of comi~
mercial forests creates a very
gaod environment for wild-
cats with more edge habitats
that they use to move around,
and clearfefl and restocksites
that are rlch with voles and
ideal for foraging.

"We welcome Wildeat
Haven's continued interestin

out forest management and
for giving us the opportu-
nity to promote and explain
the integrated and vital work
being done through Scottish

Wildeat Actlbn to saye S¢ot: .

landswildcats.”

T+ (0J207204 4700
E deivicedmiantanitedn.com
kontomediacom
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Wildcat group digs

clowsinfoScotiond’s
foreSWbOSSGS N

Commission denies any threatto the iconic species

BY GRER RUSEELL

ORESTRY bosses have
dismissed claims that trec-
felling and plans for two wind
turbines In an Aberdeonshive
woodland are endangering what s
the lurgest viable populution of
Scollish wildcats in cxdslence.

An independent campaign group
— Wildeat Haven -~ sald it had iden-
iHied al least 13 wildeats Jiviog in
Clashindurroch Foresl, which Scot-
ilsh Wildeat Aclion (SWA) had provi-
opsly named as one of i§s live priority
slites for vonservation of the species,

Haven said ils rescarch had re
vealed extensive commurelal exploi-
iation In the Torest, including wide
spread cleapfelling and the {:!anned
instaltallon of (wo largescale wind
furms, both of which threalened “con-
sidorable disturbance” to tie wildeals
whith could lead females abandon-
ing, ot even uating their kittens.

The group's Kev Boll, who caught
v Blm o 4ftdong cal dubbed ihe
“Clashindurroch Beast”, asked the
Porestry Commission Scotlund (FCS)
o cease thelr actvilcs more thun o
year uge,

“We're dppulled by what's going
on" he sald. “Thic exacl arcas whete

we Rlmed the Beast Just weeks ago is
righl now being cleardelted for things
like toffet roli and wind farm Lustall:
ations, right whon witdegls ure brood-
ing nnd rafsing kittens, o

*“This Is the lost viable population
of Scottish wildeats {olt anywiiore,
and FCS, while publicly claiming to
be protesting them, sre aclively chop:
plng down their kome around them,

“ft's a national scandal; we're al
risk of losing pur iconic wildeol o
these thewghtless aetlons.”

FCS, which manages the woodinng,

The Aft-fong

cat flimed by
Vildoat Haven's
Koy Bell and
-dubled the
*Clashinilarroch
“Beast!

Coyetagh s teprotiucad urider fioeida fom ko NLA, GLA JT olbset.copyrlil wnee: No fuither copyhid tlncludig the
pridting of digitat cutlings) iyftet repidiluitiohs or Kninding Is pd

et § is pannilled exeApt Uhderiicenst fidn the NLA,
Rt v ok i nespapers) CLA R Awvevclacoruk (for boaks and mpgazings) or other copyrght bady,

sald it produces high-quality Lmber
tised In houglng $60%), woud board,
wobdfuel und pulp {30%) and gullets
{6%:}, bul no loilet paper.

All of Porest Bolerprise Scotland's
(PES) tree folling and replanting plans

-and vporations were Independently

cerilfied (o intermuional stundards of
best practics and ensured n balunced
sirpelyre was maintained.

1L suked there are praposids for wind
arms in the arca, bul f they pro-
grassed they would be subjeet 1o Milie
full environmental impact nssess-
wienl, public consullation and plan-
ning prouosses™.

*The land mnaugénmient  plans
shared with Wildeal Haven show In-
dicative areas for wind farm botdn-
rles, but the Joulprint of Individual
{urbines within thot urea will bo com-
paratively small,” said the PCS.

"“Wildcals can bu presend In the for-
est aiwl yet nol be T the vicinity of
planned foliing operations.

“In this epse operalions were Imine-
diately suspended ¢l further checks
were carried cut {Wildcat Haven did
ot provide uny evidence of n wildeat
belng present iy the arca where fell
tng was taking place) and PES degld-
ad to roturn to the aren only outwith
the breeding season,

T 44 {0120 7264 4700
- & dapirbd@Eantannado boi
kenfameiacom
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ildents are,
ameny the
rhrost spactes
on ke plenet .+
AtToas] 12 aro
wald 1o {ve In the

Clashindnrrash
Foraat
ttls f_ccii!zfggd was taken, the foolage is
“FES has been presented with one Inconclusive,” e
pleee of footage (hat putports fo show A spokespersor for FES added: "We
a wildcat. However, Wildcat Haven welcome. Wildcat Haven's continned
does not have our permission to in- o
stall camera traps in Clashindarroch interest in our foresl management
{where extensive sutveying s already angd for glving us ihe opporlubity to
promole and explain idhe inti;]grated
. d vital work belng done through
belng carried out by SWA) and, as an
: Y ) Scottish Wildcat Action ta save Scot-
they have refused to advise us where Jand’s wildeats.”
[
Cgversge 1S depruidiscad yridor Breiso b fie LA, CLA ¢t sl capinTofk owner, Notuither copying Bncludkipthe T +4d (1120 7204 4700
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Forest fight in the Scottish
wildcat’s last stronghold

SAVING SPECIES

Conservationists claim

treefelling could wipe

out one of our rarest

mammats. Boudicca

Fox-Leonard visils

their remote home

fashindarroch Forest,
Aberdeenshire; a des-
tinatlon  for
conitry shiers rather
than dog walkers, Brit-
ain dogsa't get much
wilder. Remote, silent
and
these are the exact qualities which
have made the 16,000-acve Torest the

Crass-

unfrequentsd,

final stronghold of a creature 70 Umes
yarer than the giant panda,
Over the past two and a haif years,

partof the

[CANTAR MEDIA

Jocals Kev Bell and Steve Slelgh have
been tracking Scottish wildcats among
the trees, So far they've found evidence
of 13 cats on 28 dilferent videos.

Volunteers with r passion for these
elusive animals, they have been work-
ng with Wildeat Haven, an independ-
ent conservation group, to survey the
forest, which they believe houses the
mast viable byeeding population left in
the wild. There are thought fo be 35
in Scotland, of which as many s 15 are
in Clashindarroch. '

Yet despite their protected status,
this precions habitat Is under threat.

‘The publicly owned forest, managed

Civpiayh I toprotuced yrtd:

prbilg ot dighal ciliings) g
hitognve.aloe.uk (for povispoper) CLA hidie

by Forest Enterprise Scotland (FES),
ing commercially cleared for Hmber
and producis such as loliet paper, Av-
eas have also heen cleared for wind
favmas, A freedom of information (POT)
request by Wildlife Haven has revenled
the areas scheduled for felling be-
tween now and 2038, with multipla
sifes sef-io be cleared in the hext

10 years, There are also

plaris for two more
wind farms. While
PES say anaver-
age of 223
actes. of the
forest  dre
felted annu-
ally, Wildcat
Haven est-
mate up to a
million trees
will be felied
every  year
for the mext

20 years.
“The whole
thing is basi-
cally parceiled

ot ficedts (10 1o NLA, CLA dF ol copyitgtitgmbr, No fuilhar copying (ncudiip e T #44.{0120 7264 4700
ok ragnoduelions e fonvdring 15 pamiiied axtept uniigriicenst trons the NLA, # Lapidees
eingg i (o books end mogezineshor aher copyrisht body..
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off, It's like the Congo. All
these trees will end up as toi-
let roll” says Sleigh, as we
wallt into the forest. On the
oulskirts of the fovest fs an
old clear felled area. FES say
management of commercial
Torests creates a “very good
environment” for wildcats,
“ideal for foraglng”, but
Wildcat Haven say the
yellowed stumps are no
labitat for o fovest-dwelling
mammal, Looking at the
scale of the Felled arvea it's
certainly hurd to imagine a
wildeat here.

Both Bell and Sleigh have
grown frustrated to the
point of anguish about the
felling in the forest. Thisisin

spite of the Foresiry Com-
wission Seatland (FES) Be-

ing a key partner with
Scoliish Wildeat Action, the official
wildcat conservation project {z recipi-
ent of loftery fundirig) which has
named Clashindwroch ene of #s fve
priority sites for wildcat conservation,
Last year, after Wildcat Haven con-
tacted the FCS demanding that logging
e stopped i a fomale wildeat's terri-
tory during breeding seagon due fo
concerns that it may abandon any kit-
tens, Kenuy Kortland, the species ecol-
ogist for the FCS, sent an ¢mpail

{obtained by tiie conservation g‘roup‘

under FOI} lo other officlals’ st FCS,
Seottish Wildcat Action and Scottish
Natlonal Heritage, saying: “The pres-
ence ofa ciit does net preciude forestry
operations, however we might antici-
pate somo media coverage” :
Meanwhile, in another email con-
cerning twe proposed new wind fariss,
a foresiry officlal says: “T will be suy~
prised if the presence of the Scottish
wildcal does not become a significant
issue during the planning process, 1

flag this stmply to ensure that
we do not cyeate any hoslages
to fortune regarding the scale
of our felling operations?

The emails malke Sleigh and Bell
question how serlously the preseice of
wildcats Is belng taken by the official

organisations in place to protect them,
And while FES say the proposed wind
farme will be subject to a fill Enviren-
mental Impact Assessmient, Wildeat
Haven are not confident of protection
as & result, “Basically it’s 4 massive in-
convenience te them having the rarest
animal on the planet living in this for-
est because it's affecting their coffers)”
says Sleigh,

The wildeal has already been
squeezed to the byink by hummans. Once
Found all over Britain, the animals were
forced north by deforestation in the
17005, During the Victorian period
mumbers further dwindled as they
were shot for being a threat fo the
grouse on sporting estates.

Today, wildcats ave at risk of hybridi-
sation from feral cats, and those in cap-
tivity are often hybridised. But from
studying the markings on the cats in
theft videos, Wildlife Haven are confi-
dent that they are pure bred.

I March footage captured by Beli of
a wildcat nicknamed “the Beast” went
viral, The cat exemplified the ciub-tike

tail and ringed mark-
ings of the speacles,
“You can have cam-
eras out for & month
and get nothing)” says
Bel, "Then suddenly
there’s a beautiful

shot of a cat”

He has encoun-
teved "ghost cats” and
kittens, “Thay are
amazing. The ghost
cat spends its life
avoiding man, and then you get & fleet
ing plimpse”

FES say; “Wildeat Faven does not
have our ?ermfssicm to install camera
traps in Clashindarroch (where exten
sive surveying is glready being carriad
ont by SWA)Y", However Wildcat Haven
claimthe right to roam and say FBS, de-
spite knowing about their cameras, has
never usked them to stop, Bell has
shown evidence of his filining to Kenry
Fortland, but refused to hand over lo
cabion details withotf i guaraniea that
the cats wouldn't be trapped, Wildcat
Haven belleve the ernphasis should be
on preserving the habitat, rather than
removing the cats to captivity.

1j{&’e‘m ragldng our way to ene of
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Bell's motion activated cameras, Wad-
ing through the remnants of winter
snow, we pass the remaoine of a roe
deer; a reminder thak ifs iiot Just wild-
cats that live here, but other rare efes-
fires including rved squivrels, pine
martens, goshawls aud hen havrlers.

Also present is wildeat scal, Unlike
feral cats that live in packs, wildcals are
solitary and mark thefy territorial
boundaries. It's a sure sign of activity.
Ina glade Bell checksa camera, A piece
of muckerel sits on a branch, Nothing
this time, disappointingly.

Hiking back up to the path, the
sound of diggers and then the smell of
freshly cut timbier graets us, Stretching
out in front of me, not 10G yards from
the camera site, are stacks of freshly
felled trees. Beyond the long line of
stacks a vast tranche of rud opens out
in front ofus.

FIS later tell me via emgil that:
“wildeats can be present in the forest
and yetnot be in the vicipity of planned
fetling operations dad the reason that
commercial forestry can take place in

Clashindarroch is precisely becense a
comprehensive sarvey has been done”
by Scottish Wildcat Actlon.

Standing in the clear-fell site, the
contrast with the tidy sections marked
on the propased felling map wag stark.
The reality, Wildcat Haven say, is
chacs, and must be devastating fox the
cats in thelr cavefully demdrented ter-
fitories. “They're net going to hang

arount] with gll this noise. It's

a Iwge disturbance to the so-

cial structure in the forest;”
says Sleigh.

Witdeat Haven say they are

not against foresiry as such.

"Tt'’g created this habi-

tat, Weé're not averse

to any management.

But the forest is why

the cats are here. So

why chop it down?"

gays Steve Piper, a

wildeat expert who

walked ocut on the

SWA project five years

ago and Joined Wild-

cat Haven, "There are

plenty of bare hills to

put wind turbines on,

and 5o much forestry that in the big

scheme of things Scotland can afford to
not log this” he adds. “But it can't af-
ford to loge its wildcats. Scatiand's her-
itage and wildlife is worth much more
than that fell thmber!”

Forest Entetp¥ise Scotland seem un-
perturbed by the eriticism, “We wel-
come Wildcat Haven's <confinued
futerest in owr forest management,” ..

thelr spokesman said, “and for glving
us the opportunify to promoteand ex-
vlnin the integrated and vitat worl be-
ing done through Scottish Wildeat ..
Action 10 save Scolland’s wildeals”

A spokesperson for SWA said: “We
work very closely with FES to ensure
the wildecats in our priority areas con-
tinue to be.protected and identify how
BRS management approaches cai be
used to inform wildcat conservation in
other commerical forests”

But ‘Wildcat Haven are calling on
MNicola Storgeor to intervens. “She
needs to liow that she conld be the
First Minister who oversees the extine-
tion of the wildcat. This is not private
forest, it’s & government action plan,”
says Plpor, “If this forest goes, wo're at
the point of wrlting off the wildeat. It
was once found all over Britain, but
this Is {ts last bastion of significant for-

est. Weneed to Jet it have:some peace . ’

here ang let it survive.”
wildeathaven.coin
“The whole thing is

parcelled off. It’s like the
Congo. All these tiees

will end up as toilet roll’

Tf this forest goes, were
at the point of writing
off the wildcat, Thisis
its last bastion” v

...............................
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Subject: FW: URGENT: Wildcats - Sunday Express enquiry

From: (D forestry.ssi.gov.uk>

Sent: 01 june 2018 13:55
To: Higgins K (Kate) <Kate.Higgins@gov scot>

Cc: Communications Rural Economi & Environment <CommunicationsRuralEconomi&Environment@iov.scot>;
Connal K {Keith) <Keith.Connai@iov.scot>;

Subject: RE; URGENT: Wildcats - Sunday Express enguiry

Thanks, Kate.

Regards

From: Kate.Higgins@gov,scot [mailto:Kate, Higgins@gov.scot]
Sent: 01 June 2018 13:54

To: QD
Cc: CommunicationsRuralEconomy&Environment@gov.scok; ov.scot: ov.Scol;
ov.scot; ov.scot; Keith.Connal@gov.scot;

Subject: RE: URGENT: Wildcats - Sunday Express enqulty

happy

Kate Higgins
Special Advisor to the First Minister
Rural Economy and Connectivity

My worlking hours are now:
Mon, Tues, Thurs 9,30 —4.30; Wed 8.30-4.30

£ri 9 - 5 and working from home, contactable on —

Scottish Government
St Andrew’s House, 2 Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the

terms of the Lobbying {Scotland) Act 2016, See www.lobbving.scot,

From: farestry,gst.qov.uk]
Sent: 01 June 2018 13:39

To: Higgins K (Kate)
m Connal K (Keith);
upject: Re: ENT: Wildcats - Stinday Express enquiry
Importance: High

HI Kate




Revised line as follows, OK to go?

Regards

A spokesperson for Forest Enterprise Scotland said:

“It is heartening to know that so many members of the public have such a keen interest in
wildeat conservation. The protection and conservation of the Scottish Wildcat Is something we
feel strongiy about too.

"FES undertakes a huge range of actlons to conserve wildcats and also other important specles
such as red squirrels, capercalllle and birds of prey - they all benefit from our conservation
management,

“Clashindarroch is a working forest and is very important in terms of supplying materials to the
timber Industry In Scotland. It is managed sustainably, therefore clearfelling and replanting are
all part and parcel of its ongoing management, as well as leaving mature areas of trees.

"This structural diversity supports a significant amount of blodiversity and published research
indicates strongly that this mosaic of habitats is very beneficial for Scottish wildcats.

"FES follows all the best-practice standards in sustainable forest management and we are
happy to share our work openly.”

From: Kate.Higgins@gov.scot [mailto:Kate. Higgins@gov.scot]
Sent: 01 June 2018 12:30
To:

Cc: !ommunlcationsRuralEconom &Environment@gov.scot; ov.scot) ov.scob;
.5cot; ov.scot; Kelth,Connai@qgov.scol;

ildeats - Sunday Express enquiry

We discussed@iiiand you are going to add in previous strong lines on what we are doing and
we are going to push the blogs on it all again over the weekend — grateful if Greener Scotland
twitter account could be used for this too

Kate Higgins
Special Advisor to the First Minister
Rural Econamy and Connectivity

My working hours are now:
Mon, Tues, Thurs 9.30 —4.30; Wed 8.30-4.30

Fri 9 -5 and working from home, contactable on—

Scottish Government

St Andrew’s House, 2 Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying {Scotland) Act 2016, See www.lobbying.scot.

rrom: (D 0 cs'rv.351.3ov.ui]
Sent: 01 June 2018 12:09
To: Higgins K (Kate)

Cc: Communications Rural Economy & Environment:;
G - < (<t




Subject: URGENT: Wildcats - Sunday Express enquiry
Importance: High

Hi Kate

For some weeks how we have been countering an on-going campaign from a fringe interest group (Wildeat Haven),
which has taken against the work of the official conservation partnership {Scottish Wildcat Action).

The fringe group’s claims are often factually incorrect or distortions and they have so far provided no evidence to
back up their own claimed findings.

The campalgn has sought to undermine the work being done and in recent weeks has asserted that felling in
Clashindarroch forest, where most of the conservation work has been focussed, is threatening wildcats. The
sclentific literature indicates that sustainable forest management creates more of the habitat that wildcats need to

flourish.

They have started a petition and the Sunday Express will run a story this weekend because this petition has
apparently gathered 160,000 signatures.

We have been asked for a comment and will be submitting the following line. {any thoughts on alt’s by 2pm, please)

A spokesperson for Forest Enterprise Scotland said:

"It is heartening to know that so many members of the public have such a keen interest in
wildcat conservation.

“FES follows all the best-practice standards in sustainable forest management, which has been
shown to be of significant benefit to wildcats.

“We are happy to share our work openly.”

t will also be sending the journalist a couple of lings to blog posts from us and from SWA that go into great detall of
the forestry practices cartied out as part of wildcat conservation.

Thanks

Regards

Media Manager

Forestii Commission Scottand

Forestry Cdmmission Scotland is part of the Scottish Government's Environment & Forestry Pirectorate.







Subject: FW: Response Required: Ministerial Submission - Management of Clashindarroch /

Wildcats
Attachments: Ministerial Submission - Management of Clashindarroch  and Wildcats.docx
Importance: High

rrom: (D
Sent: 07 June 2018 0%:26

To: Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy <CabSecRE@gov.scot>

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform <CabSecECCLR@gov.scot>; First
Minister <firstminister@gov.scot>; Miller D {David} <David.Miller@gov.scot>; Higgins K {Kate)
<Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>; Connal K {Keith) <Keith.Connal@gov.scot>; Comimunications Rural Economy &
Environment <CommunicationsRuralEconomy&Environment@gov.scot>; —@forestry.gsi.gov.uk>;
@forestry.gsi.gov.ulc;

forestry.gsi.gov.uk>;
@forestry.gsi.gov.uk>;
forestry.gsi.gov.uk>
gov.scot>;
@gov.scot>
Subject: Response Required: Ministerial Submission - Management of Clashindarroch / Wildcats
Importance: High

As requested please find attached the requested Briefing on the Management of Clashindarroch /
Wildcats following the recent media coverage in the Sunday Express.

In addition the briefing Includes a ‘draft’ letter / statement for the Cabinet Secretary to issue to
Wildcat Haven in response to thelr recent petition and letter writing campaign to the First Minister
(refer to e-mail below).

Let me know If you require any further Information or additional clarification.

Regards

Head of Corporate Support

Forest Enterprise Scotland

Forest Enterprise Scotland Head Office
1 Highlander Way

Inverness Business Park

Inverness, IV2 7GB

foreskry.qgst.gov.uk

+44 iOi 300 067 6000 {Switchboard}

www.forestry.qov.uk/scotiand
www.facebook, com/forestrycommissionscotiand




Forest Enterprise Scotland Is an agency of the Forestry Commission managing Scotland’s National
Forest Estate.

~==--—- Original message «-------

From: firstminister@gov.scot

Date: 04/06/2018 15:24 (GMT+00:00

To: 0V.5c0t ov,scot, ov.scot, —
forestry,psi.gov.uk>, ov.Scot

Ce: Kate Higgins@gov.scot, CabSecECCLR@gov.scot, CabSecREC@gov.scot,

FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot, 7 ov.scot,-@gm/_.sc_oj,

G

Jgov.scot, firstminister(@gov.scot
Subject: endangered Scottish wildcats found in Clashindatroch Forest,

Dear All (apologies not sure which team will lead on this)

FMPO have received approx. 900 e-mails (copy example attached) since Friday on the future of
the endangered Scottish wildcats found in Clashindarroch Forest, Aberdeenshire.

| am copying in(P who manages the Public Engagement Unit so he can advise you
on whether any such emails have been received by the Scottish Minister's mailbox.

The normal procedure adopted by FMPQ to respond to campaigns and petitions in the last few
years is as follows — You should contact the relevant private office, special advisors and seek
confirmation the Minister is content for a response to issue in the Minister's name to the organiser
of the campaign with a suggestion that they are free to publish it on to their website or pass it on
to their membars as they see fit. :

Please let me know how you wish to handle as FMPO will have to trf the correspondence to PEU.

Thanks

g!sce o! !!e !irst Minister

Scottish Government
9TH fioor/St Andrews House/Regent Road
Edinburgh EH1 3DG

To! QD

koo




From: (JIID

Forest Enterprise Scotland
Date: 06 June 2018

Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy and Connectivity

MANAGEMENT OF CLASHINDARROCH FOREST / WILDCATS

Purpose

1.

To provide the Cabinet Secretafy further background to the management of
Clashindarroch Forest by Forest Enterprise Scotland with particular reference to
Scottish Wildcats.

Priority

2. Urgent (As a result of recent media / public interest following a petition and

targeted letter writing campaign by supporters of Wildcat Haven).

Background

.

Forest Enterprise Scotland (FES) is a partner in Scoltish Wildcat Action (SWA), a
multi-agency partnership project aiming to save the Scottish wildcat from
extinction. Annex |l details those organisations participating in the partnership.

Clashindarroch Forest (part of Scotland’s National Forest Estate) is one of six
priority areas, identified by SWA, where detailed survey work and an extensive
feral cat neutering and vaccination programme is being undertaken to protect the
remaining wildcats.

Clashindarroch Forest is also a large-scale multi-purpose forest. Each year
approximately 90 hectares of forest is felled in Clashindarroch, approximately
1.3% of the whole forest area. Sustainably managed forests, involving well-
planned timber production, offer an ideal range of habitats for wildcats; with lots
of edge habitats, which the wildcats use for moving through the forest as well as
clear fell sites and replanted sites. FES's forest management, including at
Clashindarroch, is certified to international standards of best practice.

issue

8.

FES withheld access approval for Wildcat Haven (WH), a campaign group, o
install cameras within an SWA ptiority area at Clashindarroch Forest, near
Huntly. This was because of implications for FES in terms of managing its
operations effectively (including health and safety aspects), should an additional
permission [to the existing SWA one] cover the same ground and run throughout
the year. SWA already had an extensive camera project ongoing in the forest.

FES offered WH access to nearby forests for survey work, which would have
complemented the SWA work. Despite the eminence of the scientists involved in
the Scottish Government-backed project, and the independently certified
management of the forest, WH argues that forest management at Clashindarroch




and the wider project are misguided and is calling for timber harvesting to stop.
They have now increased their campaign efforts with an on-line petition and letter
writing campaign to the First Minister and MSP's. As a result a number of media
outlets (e.g. Sunday Times, Sunday Herald and Sunday Express) have picked-up
on the story.

Mitigation
8. FES has worked closely with SWA partners since October 2013 to ensure that

the management of Clashindarroch, and other forests on the NFE, enhance their
value as important habitat for wildcats.

9-_

'
- G

10. Additionally, the monitoring activity by SWA on site at Clashindarroch, and
regular contact (weekly) between the local FES environment team and the SWA
Scottish wildcat expert ensure all sightings of Scottish wildcat are recorded and
immediately included in a robust local planning process.

11.8urvey work for Scottish wildcats does not end when operations begin.
Environmental staff provide all machine operators with an information pack and
regularly speak to them about being vigilant for signs of wildcats, Operational
activity is halted, at the instigation of the operator, when protected species are
unexpectedly located on site.

12.Most scientific groups recognise that interbreeding with feral cats is one of the
main threats to Scottish wildcats and key factor in their serious decline. As a
result SWA has an extensive feral cat neutering and vaccination programme in
and around Clashindarroch.

Recommendation

13. The Cabinet Secretary is asked to:
» note the ongoing work and collaboration between FES and SWA to ensure
that the management of Clashindarroch, and other forests on the NFE, protect
and enhance an important habitat for wildcats; and




o confirm that he is happy for the letter/statement in Annex | to be issued to
Wildcat Haven in his name, in line with recent advice from the Office of the

First Minister.

Acting Head of Land Management

Forest Enteririse Scotland




First Minister

Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change
and Land Reform

PS/DG Economy
Bridget Campbell, Environment and Forestry Director
Keith Connal, Natural Resources
ications Rural Economy & Connectivity
SG
Kate Higagins, Special Advisor

Bavid Mille ecial Advisor
Forestry Devolulion




Annex |

Chief Scientific Advisor
Wildcat Haven

Dear (D

MANAGEMENT OF CLASHINDARROCH FOREST / WILDCATS

Across all of Scotland’'s National Forest Estate (NFE}, and in relation to all of the
management activities that occur on it, Forest Enterprise Scotland {(FES) goes to
great lengths to protect wildlife.

There is a hierarchy of planning with its origins in the Scottish Forestry Strategy
subsequently interpreted for FES into a National Strategy for the Estate, which in
turn develops a local Strategic Plan for each Forest District and a Land Management
Plan for each forest. These embed robust statements for the conservation and
enhancement of species and habitats and put these at the heart of all of FES’s
aclivities.

For each felling operation, FES staff and/or contractors working on their behalf
adhere to a formal Work Plan process. All known and potential wildlife issues are
identified and appropriate mitigation is developed. To inform the development of
these plans, FES Environment staff carry out site surveys before operations
commence. Liaison with individual stakeholders and conservation organisations to
obtain additional information is an important part of that process.

In the case of Scottish wildcat in Clashindarroch, close collaboration and data
sharing with staff and volunteers from Scottish Wildcat Action is crucial and ongoing.

FES undertakes a huge range of actions to contribute to the Scottish Biodiversity
Strategy and to satisfy the environmental requirements of forest certification.
Species such as Scottish wildcat, red squirrels, capercaillie and raptors benefit from
wide-ranging and long-term conservation management.  This includes habitat
management and the use of ‘buffer zones’ fo minimise disturbance.

Clashindarroch is a particularly an important forest in terms of supplying materials to
the timber industry in Scotland. lts significant scale enables FES to maintain
significant volumes of timber production whilst clearfelling and then re planting less
ihan 2% of the area each year. The result of the management is a forest comprising
clear fells, restocked areas, and stands of mature timber.

Published and ongoing research indicates strongly that this mosaic of habitats is
very beneficial for Scottish wildcats. FES is funding research {o improve our
knowledge in this regard.




More generally, the structural diversity of plantations managed for timber production
supports significant biodiversity. As consumers of products derived from Scottish
timber, we should all take great comfort from this fact.

FES and its partner Scottish Wildcat Action have already produced background
information on both Clashindarroch and Scottish Wildeat which may be of further

interest to your supporters:

https:/lscotland.forestrv.qov.uk!news/2005-manaqinq~forests-for-wi|dcats

In light of your recent campaign | would be grateful if you could share this letter with
your supporters,

Likewise | would urge you to work collaboratively with the Scottish Wildcat Action
partnership.

Working together we can do more to protect this iconic species.




Organisations participating in the Scottish Wildcat Action Partnership

Aigas Field Centre

British Association for Shooting and Conservation
British Veterinary Association

Cairngorms National Park Authority

Cats Protection

Chester University

Confor

Edinburgh University

Feline Advisory Bureau

Forestry Commission Scotland

Forest Enterprise Scotland

Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust

Highland Biological Recording Group

Highland Council

Highland Foundation for Wildlife

Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management
John Muir Trust

L.och Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority
National Farmers Union Scotland

National Museums Scotland

National Species Reintroduction Forum

National Trust for Scotland

Partnership for Action Against Wildlife Crime in Scotland
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

Royal Zoological Society of Scotland

Science & Advice for Scottish Agriculture

Scottish Countryside Alliance

Scottish Environment LINK

Scottish Gamekeepers Association

Scottish Government

Scottish Land and Estates

Scottish Natural Heritage

Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Scottish Wildcat Conservation

Scottish Wildlife Trust

The Aspinall Foundation

The European Nature Trust

The Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary

Annex Il







Subject: EW: URGENT: SNH line for approval: wildcats

From: Minister for Rural Affairs and the Natural Environment <MinisterRANE@gov.scot>
Sent: 17 Octobey 2018 23:01

To: QD < <o

Cc: Communications Rural Economy & Environment <CommunicationsRuralEconomy&Environment@gov.scot>;
gov.scot>; Dobson L {Leanne} <Leanne.Dobson@gov.scot>
gov.scot>; Connal K {Keith) <Keith.Connal@gov.scot>;
Higgins K (Kate) <Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>; Minister for Rural Affairs and the Natural Environment
<MinisterRANE@gov.scot>

Subject: Re: URGENT: SNH line for approval: wildcats

@gov.scot>;

Ms Gougeon has cleared the lines.

Thanks

From:
Sent: Wednesday, 17 October 2018 21:49

To: Minister for Rural Affairs and the Natural Environment

Ce: Communications Rural Economy & Environment:; (| | |  JIEIED Dobson L (Leanne)/ D
Connal K (Keith);q Higgins K (Kate)

Subject: RE: URGENT: SNH line for approval: wildcats

To update that the BBC will not be running this story iomorrow morning.

Would be grateful if the Minister was able to clear the line by 1000 tomorrow if possible though.

From
Sent: 17 October 2018 18:50
To: Minister for Rural Affairs and the Naturai Environment <MinisterBANE@gov.scot>

Ce: Communications Rural Economy & Environment <CommunicationsRuralEconomy&Environment@gov.scot>;
ov.scot>; Dobson L (Leanne) <Leanne.Dobson@gov.scot>; _

*g%sc_ob; Connal K {Keith) <Keith.Conna!@gov.scob;-gwpi
Higgins

ate) (Kate Higgins@gov.scot) <Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: URGENT: SNH line for approval: wildcats

Copying in Kate.

From
Sent: 17 October 2018 18:32

Ta: Minister for Rural Affairs and the Natural Environment <MinisterRANE@gov.scot>

Ce: Communications Rural Economy & Environment <CommunicationsRuralEconomy&Environment @gov.scot>;

m:»; Dobson L {Leanne} <Leanne.Dobson@gov.scob;—

1




G . <co>; Connal K (Keith) <Kelth.Connal@gov.scot> A - - <ot

Subject: URGENT: SNH line for approval: wildcats
Hi D

SNH have asked for us to clear their lines below. This is in response to a news release which
Wildcat Haven have issued (embargoed for tomorrow morning}, announcing their intention to
publish plans to release wildcats in the Scottish Borders (see below).

The following has been agreed with SpAds and officials.

Scottish Wildcat Action's Project Manager Dr Ruairidh Campbell said:

“Any reintroduction of wildcats to Scotland would require a licence from Scottish Natural Heritage,
and to date no request has been received.

"Also, despite our repeated requests, Wildcat Haven continue not to share the scientific basis of
their decisions with us, or with any other reputable organisations. As a result, we have no means
of ascertaining the practical value of their work.

"We find Wildcat Haven’s latest announcement concerning, as any proposed re-introduction of
wildcats would be very compiex. And, if not done properly, will simply make the situation worse
for the wildcats.”

British wildeat to be reintroduced to Scottish-English border

Conservation group Wildeat Haven, which conserves Scottish wildeats across the Highlands, has
announced the British Wildcat Project: a plan to reintroduce the wildcat to the Scottish-English border
region of Galloway, Borders, Cumbria and Northumberland, establishing a new British wildcat population,
FOR RELEASE 00:01AM THURSDAY 18th OCTOBER 2018 (WILDCAT HAVEN)

Conservation group Wildcat Haven, which has spearheaded fieldwork efforts over the last decade to save
the Scottish wildeat at sites across the Highlands, has launched the British Wildcat Project: a plan to
reintroduce wildeats into the Scottish-English border region.

Focusing first on Galloway in the south west of Scotland, the population will be encouraged to spread
across Galloway, Borders, Cumbtia and Northumberland, creating a new British wildcat population group.
This brings with it the prospect of wildcats being present in England for the first time in 300 years after it
was wiped out as a result of human persecution and habitat loss.

“The British ecology needs a wildcat in it,” explains Dr Paul O'Donoghue, Chief Scientific Advisor with
Wildeat Haven, “and wildcats fit in petfectly, helping to control species like rabbit and actively avoiding
conflict with humans,

“The Highlands can't afford to lose any Seottish wildcats so we'll be looking to healthy, wild-living
Buropean populations, and using them to re-establish a British wildcat population on both sides of the
Scoltish-English border.”

Survey and research work has just begun in Galloway Forest, set in the remote and wild south-west corner
of Scotland, which offers a mixture of natural and commercial foresiry connectivity all the way across the
border to Kielder Forest in Northumberland.

“We've scen that wildeats can really thrive in man-made forests, and an important patt of our research is
understanding how we can create a sustainable population in this environment. The Galloway-
Northumberland border region is often overlooked but this is one of the most well connected and diverse
habitats in the UK, and certainly rivals the Highlands for biodiversity potential.”
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The plan already has considerable landowner support coming from Gresham House Forestry, one of the
largest owners of forestry {n the UK and the Galloway region.

Jason Sinden, Director of Foresiry, comments, “Gresham House manages almost 140,000 acres of forestry
assets in the border region, These forests are managed to produce a sustainable supply of timber and this
helps to create almost ideal habitats for a range of native woodland specialists, such a red squitrels, badgers
and roe deer. The forests are now being re-colonised by pine-martens and we hope that the habitat can also
be suitable for the wildeat, which is such an important component of forest eco-systems. We will be
working with Wildcat Haven to identify appropriate sites for release and monitoring,”

The British Wildcat Project is part of a comprehensive strategy being developed by Wildeat Haven, focused
on connecting Scottish wildcats from their primary Highlands fieldwork areas and restoring a healthy
population of wildcats to the Scottish Southern Uplands which can spread naturally across the border in one
of the UK's least populated regions.

“Wildcats once lived across the UK,” adds O'Donoghue, “deforestation was the thing that wiped most of
them out, but that's a trend which has reversed considerably over the last century. There's an incredible
amount of space from Edinburgh and Glasgow all the way down to Leeds, York and the proposed Northern
Forest project, and it's crying out for the wildlife which lived there in the past.

“The wildcat is the UK's most endangered animal, and it's probably the most charismatic and iconic species
that has managed to cling on here against all odds; they're incredible survivors and T have no doubt they will
thrive in the forests of the Southern Uplands and Northern England. The British Wildcat Project is the
beginning of a conservation and rewilding mega-project.”

ENDS

HIHHHHERHHA

PICTURE CREDIT

Scottish wildeat by GGG»

Scottish wildeat kitten b}?

Videos available at www.youtube.com/ScottishWildcatHaven
CONTACT

G Cicf Scientific Advisor, Wildcat Haven

D
-wildcathaven.co.uk







Subject: FW: URGENT: SNH line for approval: wildcats

rrom (D o sty g5 gov.uk>

Sent: 18 October 2018 11:07

To: Dobson L (Leanne) <Leanne.Dobson@gov.scot>
Cc: Higgins K {Kate) <Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: URGENT: SNH line for approval: wildcats

Hi Leanne

Not sure how fast your head is spinning but if you have a moment, pass me your number {or give me a call) and we
can chat through the wildcat stuff,

Regards

Media Manager

Forestri Commission Scotland

Forestry Commission Scofland is part of the Scottish Government's Environment & Forestry Directorate.

From: Kate Higgins@gov.scot [mailto:Kate. Higgins@gov.scot]
Sent; 18 Ociober 2018 11:02

To: Leanne, Dobsong@gov.scot

Subject: RE: URGENT: SNH line for approval: wildcats

@ <t Leanne our new environment spad — will leave you to pick this up

Kate Higgins
Special Advisor to the First Minister
Rural Economy and Connectivity

My working hours are:
Mon, Tues, Thurs 9.30 —4.30; Wed 8.30 -4.30
Fri @ — 5 and working from home, contactable on

Scottish Government

St Andrew’s House, 2 Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying {Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot.
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fron QU o 1.k

Sent: 18 Cctober 2018 08:25
To: Higgins K (Kate) <Kate Higgins@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: URGENT: SNH line for approval: wildcats

No worries,

From: KateHiggins@aov.scot [mailto:Kate. Higgins@gov.scot]
Sent: 18 ar 2018 08:20

To:

Subject: RE: URGENT: SNH line for approval: wildcats

Can you have a chat with new environment spad Leanne Dobson? If ok with that, will infroduce you by
email

Kate Higgins
Special advisor to the First Minister
Rural Economy and Connectivity

Scottish Ministers, special advisors and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government ate covered by
the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot for more information.

Sent with BlackBerry Work

From forestry. gsi.gov.ule>
Date: Wednesday, 17 Oct 2018, 7:41 pm

To: Higgins K (Kate) <Kate.Higgins@pov.scot>
Subject: Re: URGENT: SNH ling for apptoval: wildeats

Further to previous...

Regards

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.




-------- Original message =~www---
From: Kafe Higgins@gov.scot
Date: 17/10/2018 18:53 (GMT-+00:00)

To: ov.scot, MinisterRANE@gov.scot
Ce: CommunicationsRuralEconomy&Envitonment(@gov.scot, G o,
Leanne.Dobson@gov.scot, 1eov.scot, Keith.Connal{@gov.scot,

GRG0
Worestry.gsi.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: URGENT: SNH line for approval: wildcats

Tba for forestry interests. Do you have contact with Gresham House forestry?

ov.scot,

Kate Higgins
Special advisor to the First Minister
Rural Economy and Connectivity

Scottish Ministers, special advisors and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by
the terms of the Lobbying (Scotiand) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot for more information.

Sent with BlackBerry Work

From D - <o

Date: Wednesday, 17 Oct 2018, 6:50 pm

To: Minister for Rural Affairs and the Natural Environment <MinisterRANE@gov.scot>

Ce; Communications Rural Economy & Environment <CommunicationsRuralEconomy&Environment{@goy.scot>
ov.scot>, Dobson L {Leanne) <Leanne. Dobson(@gov.scot>, “

@gov.scot>, Connal K (Keith) <Keith. Connal@gov.scot>, (GG o
Higgins K (Kate) <Kate.Higgins(@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: URGENT: SNH line for approval: wildcats

Copying in Kate,

—

Sent: 17 October 2018 18:32
To: Minister for Rural Affairs and the Natural Environment <MinisterRANE@gov.scot>
Cc: Communications Rural Economy & Environment <CommunicationsRuralEconomy&Environment@gov.scot>;

ov.scat>; Dobson L (Leanne) <Leanne.Dobson@gov.scot>/{  GTGPD
ov.scot>; Connal K {Keith) <Keith.Connat@gov.scot> (GNP 2 v-scot>
Subject: URGENT: SNH line for approval: wildcats

Hi (D




SNH have asked for us to clear their lines below. This is in response to a news release which
Wildcat Haven have issued (embargoed for tomorrow morning), announcing their intention fo
publish plans to release wildcats in the Scottish Borders (see below).

The following has been agreed with SpAds and officials.

Scottish Wildcat Action’s Project Manager Dr Ruairidh Campbell said:

“Any reintroduction of wildcats to Scotland would require a licence from Scottish Natural Heritage,
and to date no request has been received.

"Also, despite our repeated requests, Wildcat Haven continue not to share the scientific basis of
their decisions with us, or with any other reputable organisations. As a result, we have no means
of ascertaining the practical value of their work,

“We find Wildcat Haven'’s latest announcement concerning, as any proposed re-introduction of
wildcats would be very complex. And, if not done properly, will simply make the situation worse
for the wildcats.”

British wildeat to be reintreduced to Scottish-English border

Conservation group Wildcat Haven, which conserves Scoitish wildcats across the Highlands, has

announced the British Wildcat Project: a plan to reiniroduce the wildcat to the Scottish-English border

region of Galloway, Borders, Cumbria and Northumberland, establishing a new British wildcat population.

FOR RELEASE 00:01AM THURSDAY 18th OCTOBER 2018 (WILDCAT HAVEN)

Conservation group Wildcat Haven, which has spearheaded fieldwork efforts over the last decade to save

the Scottish wildcat at sites across the Highlands, has launched the British Wildcat Project: a plan to

reintroduce wildcats into the Scottish-English border region,

Focusing first on Galloway in the south west of Scotland, the population will be encouraged to spread

across Galloway, Borders, Cumbria and Northumberland, creating a new British wildcat population group.

This brings with it the prospect of wildeats being present in England for the first time in 300 years after it

was wiped out as a result of human persecution and habitat Joss.

“The British ecology needs a wildcat in it,” explains Dr Paul O'Donoghue, Chief Scientific Advisor with

Wildcat Haven, “and wildcats fit in perfectly, helping to control species like rabbit and actively avoiding

conflict with humans,

“The Highlands can't afford to lose any Scottish wildcats so we'll be looking to healthy, wild-living

European populations, and using them to re-establish a British wildcat population on both sides of the

Scottish-English border.”

Survey and research work has just begun in Galloway Forest, set in the remote and wild south~-west corner

of Scotland, which offers a mixture of natural and commercial forestry connectivity all the way across the

border to Kielder Forest in Northumberland.

“We've seen that wildcats can really thrive in man-made forests, and an important part of our research is

understanding how we can create a sustainable population in this environment. The Galloway-

Northumberland border region is often overlooked but this is one of the most well connected and djverse

habitats in the UK, and certainly rivals the Highlands for biodiversity potential.”

The plan already has considerable landowner support coming from Gresham House Forestry, one of the

largest owners of forestry in the UK and the Galloway region.

Jason Sinden, Director of Forestry, comments; “Gresham House manages almost 140,000 acres of forestry

assets in the border region. These forests are managed to produce a sustainable supply of timber and this

helps to create almost ideal habitats for a range of native woodland specialists, such a red squirrels, badgers

and roe deer. The forests are now being re-colonised by pine-martens and we hope that the habitat can also
4




be suitable for the wildeat, which is such an important component of forest eco-systems. We will be
working with Wildcat Haven to identify appropriate sites for release and monitoring.”

The British Wildeat Project is part of a comprehensive strategy being developed by Wildcat Haven, focused
on connecting Scottish wildcats from their primary Highlands fieldwork arcas and restoring a healthy
population of wildcats to the Scottish Southern Uplands which can spread naturally across the border in one
of the UK's least populated regions.

“Wildeats once lived across the UK,” adds O'Donoghue, “deforestation was the thing that wiped most of
them out, but that's a trend which has reversed considetably over the last century. There's an incredible
amount of space from Edinburgh and Glasgow all the way down to Leeds, York and the proposed Northern
Forest project, and it's crying out for the wildlife which lived there ini the past.

“The wildcat is the UK's most endangered animal, and it's probably the most charjsmatic and iconic species
that has managed to cling on here against all odds; they're incredible survivors and T have no doubt they will
thrive in the forests of the Southern Uplands and Notthern England. The British Wildcat Project is the
beginning of a conservation and rewilding mega-project.”

ENDS

HHHHHHEHHH R

PICTURE CREDIT

Scoitish wildcat by
Scottish wildceat kitten by
Videos available at www,youtube.comy/ScottishWildcatHaven
CONTACT

Chief Scientific Advisor, Wildcat Haven

wwﬂdcathaven.co.uk







Subject: FW: FY1 - Wildcat - belated validation

From: Higgins K (Kate) <Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>
Sent: 07 December 2018 08:17
o D focstrv.2si.gov.ul>

Subject: RE: FYI - Wildcat - belated validation
Thanks and well done!

Kate Higgins
Special advisor to the First Minister

Rural Economy and Connectivity
Scottish Ministers, special advisors and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by

the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot for more information.

Sent with BlackBerry Work

forestiy.gsi.gov.uk>
45 am

From:
Date: Friday, 07 Dec 2018, 7
Tﬂ: ip !Il 5 afe) <Ja

fmestr ssh.gov.ale>,
yedforestry.gsi.gov.ule>

orestry.psi.gov.ule,
Subject: FY1 - Wildcat - belated validation

H! Kate
press release claiming that they have found another wildcat kitten (which is at

Wildcat Haven has issued another
this stage unverifiable

Regards







Subject: Fw: FYI - Wildcat - belated validation

From: Higgins K (Kate) <Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>
Sent: 07 December 2018 08:17

To: Dobson L (Leanne} <Leanne.Dobson@gov.scot>
Subject: FW: FY! - Wildcat - belated validation

To be aware
Kate Higgins

Special advisor to the First Minister
Rural Economy and Connectivity

Scottish Ministers, special advisors and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by
the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot for mote information.

Sent with BlackBerry Wotk

From: Yorestry.gsi.gov.ulk>
Date: Friday, 07 Dec 2018, 7:45 am
Te: Higgins K (Kate) <Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>

forestry.gsi.pov.uk>,
forestry.gsi.gov.ulc

Wildcat Haven has issued another press release claiming that they have found another wildcat kitten (which is at

this stage unverifiable

Regards







