












 

 

Subset group of the teachers panel, SQA and ES meeting – 7 November 2017  
 
Main issues  
 
Issues raised 
 

 Lack of clarity on the relationship/communication between SQA and Schools. 
 

 Concern around articulation between levels specifically in Computing and 
Sciences, causing huge issues re multi-level teaching.  Confusion as to why 
multi-level teaching is possible in some subjects (e.g. history) but not in 
others. 

 

 Not enough focus, attention and energy on the BGE, seem to be all focussed 
on the Senior Phase. 
 

 Too many revised versions of National 5 documents, following teachers 
feedback. 
 

 Too many changes to national qualification courses year on year.  This  
reduces stability and does not help teachers to gain confidence teaching 
courses. 

 

 Unintended consequences in removing unit assessments e.g. lengthened 
exam – fear it will limit aspirations of young people.  If the profession had 
been told that a the impact of the removal of unit assessments would be a 
longer exam, many would not have wanted these removed. 

 

 Lack of understanding of qualifications at parent level, e.g wider awards etc. 
 

 Lack of coherence in the system as a whole, and the role of SQA in it.  
Acknowledgement that the system hasn’t embraced the concept of the learner 
journey to exit point or defined what success looks like for learners. 

 
 
 
Actions 
 

 DFM wants a further discussion to take place with SQA, ES and a few of the 
teachers from the meeting to discuss issues around: curriculum models, 
assessment, recognition of achievement and the wider narrative of Scottish 
education.   DFM has requested the smaller group prepare a paper on these 
issues and how we take these forward.  

 

 Suggestion from a teacher that SQA should meet the regional collaboratives 
regularly, which Janet happily embraced. 
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