
Minister for Local Government, Housing & Planning (Kevin Stewart MSP) 
 
Meetings with Homes for Scotland, January 2013 – August 2018 
(Note: Mr Stewart appointed Minister in May 2016) 
 
1.  Direct Introductory meeting with Homes for Scotland 
 

 Jim Mather, Chair, Homes for Scotland, Nicola Barclay, Chief Executive, 
Homes for Scotland, SG officials 

 28 June 2016 

 Homes for Scotland requested an introductory meeting with Mr Stewart 
following his appointment as Minister for Local Government and Housing in 
May 2016 

 Scottish Parliament 

 Introductory meeting, no formal agenda 

 No minutes or outputs on record 
 
2.  Indirect Planning review working groups 
 

 12-13 September 2016, 20 March 2017, 2 October 2017 
 Catherine Wood of Gladman Scotland attended all 3 working group sessions 

as a representative of Homes for Scotland and the Minister for Local 
Government, Housing and Planning addressed the working groups rather 
than met with them.  

 Sheraton Hotel, Edinburgh (12-13 September 2017), Sheraton Hotel, 
Edinburgh (20 March 2017), Radisson Blu, Edinburgh (2 October 2017) 

 Outputs and delegates from the September 2016 meeting can be found here  

 Outputs from the March 2017 meeting can be found here .The same 
delegates were invited. 

 Outputs from the October 2017 Meeting can be found here . The same 
delegates were invited.  

 
3.  Indirect Ministerial Roundtable, Vacant & Derelict Land Tax 
 

 Meeting with a range of bodies, including Homes for Scotland 

 25 October 2016 

 McDonald Holyrood Hotel, Edinburgh 

 Agenda – Chatham House discussion of the evidence, potential and effect of 
a potential tax on vacant and derelict land 

 Meeting was a discussion of whether there was a need or supporting 
evidence; Ministers have not progressed this approach 

 
4.  Indirect Homes for Scotland Annual Conference, 2016 
 

 Conference; Minister provided keynote speech to mixed audience of Homes 
for Scotland members, guest and associated professionals 

 2 November 2016 

 Annual Conference 

 Roxburgh Hotel, Charlotte Square, Edinburgh 

https://beta.gov.scot/publications/planning-review-working-group-summary-september/
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/planning-review-working-groups-workshops-summary-march-2017/
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/places-people-planning-working-paper-practice/


 Agenda – Minister provided keynote speech and participated in Q&A.  The full 
programme for the conference was published on Homes for Scotland’s 
website and you can view it here.  

 
5.  Indirect Homes for Scotland Board Meeting 
 

 Homes for Scotland Board Members, officials 

 8 December 2016 

 Introduction of Board to Minister, discussion of current issues, including Help 
to Buy (Scotland) 

 Homes for Scotland Offices, New Mart Place, Edinburgh 

 Agenda set by Homes for Scotland; Minister invited for introduction 

 Not a decision-making meeting; Homes For Scotland Board decisions not for 
Ministerial participation 

 
6.  Direct Meeting with Nicola Barclay, Homes for Scotland and John Cassie, 
Persimmon Homes/Homes for Scotland Board 
 

 As above, officials 

 23 March 2017 

 Discussion of market pressures and sustainability, utility performance, skills 
and SME experience in the sector 

 Scottish Parliament 

 Agenda as noted 

 Commitment to tackle specific utility issues with providers by Minister, and to 
work with Homes for Scotland on skills and SME issues. 

 
7.  Indirect Homes for Scotland Annual Conference 2017, Panel discussion 
 

 Homes for Scotland members, guest speakers and guests 

 1 November 2017 

 Waldorf Astoria Caledonian Hotel, Edinburgh 

 Homes for Scotland published programme and you can find it here.  The 
Minister for Local Government, Housing and Planning attended for a panel in 
discussion.  The former Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Social Security 
and Equalities delivered the keynote speech. 

 No decisions made; Minister participated in panel discussion & Q&A 
 
8.  Direct Informal introductory meeting, new Homes for Scotland Chair 
 

 Ken Gillespie, Chair, Homes for Scotland; Nicola Barclay, Chief Executive; 
officials 

 12 December 2017 

 Informal introduction to new Chair prior to MSP-sponsored Parliamentary 
reception 

 Scottish Parliament 

 No formal agenda 

 Nil; introductions made and discussion of anticipated issues arising at 
reception 

https://www.homesforscotland.com/Events/Annual-Conference-2018/Archive/2016/Programme
https://www.homesforscotland.com/Events/Annual-Conference-2018/Archive/2017/Programme-2017


 
9.  Indirect Homes for Scotland Parliamentary Reception 
 

 Homes for Scotland members and guests, MSPs 

 12 December 2017 

 Ministerial attendance and speech at invitation of host MSP 

 Scottish Parliament 

 No agenda; Minister spoke as a guest 

 Nil; discussion of housing issues as part of Q&A at event. 
 
10.  Direct Formal introductory meeting, Ken Gillespie, Chair, Homes for Scotland 
 

 Ken Gillespie, officials 

 18 January 2018 

 Formal introductory meeting with new chair of Homes for Scotland 

 Scottish Parliament 

 No formal agenda or outcomes; Mr Gillespie provided information on his 
background and aims for the organisation. 

 
11.  Indirect Keynote speech, Homes for Scotland Annual Lunch & Awards 
 

 1200 industry members and guests, Homes for Scotland members and guests 

 25 May 2018 

 Minister invited to provide keynote speech 

 Edinburgh International Conference Centre 

 No agenda; annual awards ceremony and lunch.  Speech delivered. 
  



Minister for Local Government, Housing & Planning (Kevin Stewart MSP) 
Angela Constance, former Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Social Security 
and Equalities 
 
Meetings attended as part of the Joint Housing Policy Delivery Group (JHPDG)  
 
Homes for Scotland are among a number of organisations which are represented on 
the Joint Housing Policy and Delivery Group (JHPDG), which is the principal and 
most senior stakeholder group working with the Scottish Government on all matters 
relating to housing policy and delivery in Scotland.  The JHPDG brings together 
representatives from the housing sector, COSLA and the Scottish Government.   
 
Kevin Stewart MSP and Angela Constance MSP have attended some JHPDG 
meetings at which a Homes for Scotland representative was also present. I have 
listed these below.  
 
7 February 2017 
Attendees included Nicola Barclay (Homes for Scotland) and Angela Constance 
MSP     
 
22 February 2018 
Attendees included Nicola Barclay (Homes for Scotland) and Angela Constance 
MSP 
 
5 June 2018 
Attendees included Nicola Barclay (Homes for Scotland) and Kevin Stewart MSP  
 
The minutes of JHPDG meetings, along with agendas and meeting papers, can be 
found on the Scottish Government website: https://beta.gov.scot/groups/joint-
housing/  
 
With regard to the draft minutes of the June 2018 meeting, please note that these 
minutes are still in draft and have not yet been approved by the group. The minutes 
will be finalised at the next JHPDG meeting in November 2018. 
 

https://beta.gov.scot/groups/joint-housing/
https://beta.gov.scot/groups/joint-housing/

