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We are supportive of a sustainable future for aquaculture and |
recreational fisheries and the effective management of
interactions between both sectors, as part of the wider marine
and freshwater environment, to ensure their combined
contribution to our aim of sustainable economic growth in
Scotland.

d. Interactions: This group would look to ensure that economic growth is
sustainable, assessing potential impacts on recreational fisheries and
other users of the marine and freshwater environment through the
management of relationships between sectors and a focus on local
engagement. There would need to be considerable focus on identifying
science and knowledge gaps, to monitor growth against impact, and
the need where necessary to take appropriate action.
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3. The autumn introduction of the Aquaculture and Fisheries Bill and the
consultation on the draft National Marine Plan reaffirm the Scottish Government’s
commitment to the sustainable growth of aquaculture and includes managing
interactions between aquaculture and its marine and freshwater environment.
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° | see the Interactions Working Group as key to
achieving this. | believe it represents a hew opportunity to
move the shared agenda forward. | expect it to establish
closer, productive working relationships between wild and
farmed fish interests both locally and Scotland-wide.

. Interactions WG Chair (Andrew Thin; SNH)
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Interactions - Andrew Thin

34. | see interactions as key to achieving this. | expect all
the working groups, particularly Andrew’s, to
establish closer, productive working relationships
between wild and farmed fish interests both locally and
Scotland-wide.

Interactions

e Established to build on Parliamentary recommendations to facilitate continued
improvements in the current relationship between the wild and farmed fishing
sectors, with a view to establishing closer, productive co-operative working
relationships for the overall benefit of the people of Scotland and the
environment.

e Prior to the first meeting of the Interactions Working Group on 1st October, the
Chair had been involved in a number of separate meetings with the SSPO and
representatives of the Aquaculture industry in Scotland, and with the ASFB.
These were designed to help the development of a number of proposed work
streams, the detail of which was being informed through these exchanges.

e While it was evident that was a considerable range of views and priorities, the
Chair was able to secure agreement at the meeting to four main areas of work::

e Fostering local collaboration between aquaculture and wider interests (to
be jointly led by the SSPO, ASFB and RAFTS).

e Fostering greater awareness and perceived inclusivity of the Code of
Good Practice (to be led by the SSPO).

e Facilitating access by Marine Scotland to detailed information on sea lice
(to be led by Marine Scotland).

e Fostering a more collaborative approach to wild fisheries management(to
be jointly led by the SSPO, ASFB and RAFTS).

o Fundamentally there was consensus within the Group that positive dialogue was
required, and that agreement had been reached on much of the ground covered.
The immediate priority is to encourage the SSPO and ASFB to get together
informally to build stronger interpersonal bridges at national level on which
substantive discussions can be based.
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Interactions Working Group

Chair: lan Ross (Scottish Natural Heritage) (from March 2014)

The Interactions Working Group was established against a background of some
debate between interested parties as to the best way to address a number of
interaction related issues. Membership includes wild and farmed salmon interests
(ASFB/RAFTS), The Crown Estate, SNH and MS

The Group’s aims:

Establishment of a mechanism for continued facilitated discussions between wild
and farmed fish.

Wild/farmed fish agreement of key issues on which to work together at a
strategic level including promotion of joint activities of both sectors.

Development of blueprint of best practice for local engagement — drawing on
success of local arrangements that work.

Build on locational work and inform wider marine spatial planning and community
engagement.

Update on progress:

The Group has met of three occasions, although members have held a number of
separate but interactions related discussions with a view to progressing the
workstreams identified at earlier meetings.

The four agreed workstreams focus on fostering local collaboration between
aquaculture and wider interests’, fostering greater awareness and perceived
inclusivity of the Code of Good Practice, facilitating access by Marine Scotland
scientists to detailed information on sea lice and fostering a more collaborative
approach to wild fisheries management.

The current focus has been on improving dialogue at a local level.

Following agreement by the Steering Group at its last meeting, the Crown Estate,
ASFB and the SSPO have been working collaboratively to put in place local pilots
for the management of interactions between farmed and wild salmon and sea
trout stocks in specific areas.

This is intended to build upon the lessons learned from the Tri-Partite Working
Group initiative and its achievements, and refine rather than replace these in
keeping with developments and requirements in both sectors over time.

A number of areas have been identified where it is considered that farmed and
wild salmon and sea trout interests might productively participate in such an
initiative, namely Loch Torridon, Loch Fyne, Loch Linnhe/Upper Lorn/Sound of
Mull and Loch Seaforth

It is anticipated that letters of invitation to participate in the inaugural pilot(s)
should issue before the meeting of the MGSA next week.

The Group is scheduled to meet again in June to review progress.
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Interactions

e Chair lan Ross (Scottish Natural Heritage)

Working Group aims:

e Establishment of a mechanism for continued facilitated discussions between wild and
farmed fish.

e Wild/farmed fish agreement of key issues on which to work together at a strategic
level including promotion of joint activities of both sectors.

e Development of blueprint of best practice for local engagement — drawing on success
of local arrangements that work.

e Build on locational work and inform wider marine spatial planning and community
engagement.

Membership comprises key interests on the interaction between farmed and wild salmon
- ASFB/RAFTS, the Crown Estate, Scottish Natural Heritage, the British Trout
Association, and Marine Scotland.
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The Interactions Working Group, Chaired by lan Ross (SNH), has established
workstreams with initial focus on improving dialogue between farmed and wild fish at
the local level. Interactions were always going to require some degree of cultural
change and relationship building, given the tensions between wild and farmed fish
interests evident during passage of the Aquaculture & Fisheries Act 2013. The group
should continue to build on the improvements made since the 2013 Act was
commenced, with the sectors increasingly working collaboratively. RETAIN.
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The Interactions group was established to build on
positive engagement between the two sectors and has
continued real progress locally. Local engagement and

trust on both sides is key and in everyone’s interests.





