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Project Summary

Oxfam in Malawi, with funding from the Scottish Government, is implementing a project
titled “WWomen farmers access value-chains and adapt to climate change”. The goal of the
project is to improve poor women's economic, social and environmental resilience
through participation in value chains, increased status and adaptation to climate change.
Specifically, it aims at improving the capacity of 15,000 poor women smallholder farmers
in Lilongwe, Dowa and Mchinji Districts. One aspect of the climate change awareness
and adaptation training includes reduction of tree felling for firewood as trees help reduce
soil erosion and flooding and increase fertility of the soil. A practical measure
implemented under this project was the use of low energy stoves which only use three
sticks of wood.

The project is being implemented by the Catholic Development Commission (CADECOM)
and Churches Action in Relief and Development (CARD). The total budget for the project
is £382,238 for the period April 2012 — March 2015.




Case Study Background

Apart from enhancing production and marketing of groundnuts and beans, improving the
economic status of the targeted women and their income and food security, the project has
also mainstreamed climate change adaptation measures to ensure that women contribute
to advancing sustainable climate change adaptation strategies. Among other things, the
project encourages the use of low energy cooking stoves for household use and agro-
forestry. The low energy stoves use less firewood and are more efficient than a traditional
Jthree stones®fire (open fire with three stones to support a cooking pot).

, 49, from Kachigunundu Village, in the Traditional Authority of Masula,
Lilongwe District is among the beneficiaries singing praises about the project. Married, with
six children, il attests that the project's initiatives are playing a crucial role in
preserving the environment. Just like most people in the community, Jjjjilj never thought
she could use less firewood to prepare meals for her family. As standard practice, the
family usually plants trees around the home and in the field for firewood. However, the trees
could not sustain them because of the wood needed to cook over an open fire which forced
her to buy more firewood and this increased their cost of living. But the arrival of
CADECOM with funding from Scottish Government through Oxfam opened up her eyes and
she is very grateful for the project.

Quotes

“At first | could use one bundle of firewood which contains eight to ten pieces of wood fto
prepare a meal for my family. That time | was using the fraditional three stones. But three
months ago, CADECOM brought low energy cooking stoves and showed us how to use
them. | bought one, which | have been using since then and it uses far less wood.”

“Apart from saving wood, it is faster than using three stones. I use it even outside the house,
which is difficult when using three stones. One can also use it inside the house as it does
not produce much smoke compared to my three stones.”

“Initially, I had doubts about purchasing it because | thought it was expensive, but after
using it for a few days, | realised that it was no longer expensive, the MK 3,500 (£5) | paid
for the stove is good value compared to using an open fire because | was always forced fo
buy more firewood, because the trees around our house cannot not sustain us.”
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