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14 February 2018 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
 
As we discussed on Sunday, I was appalled to read media reports of serious misconduct 
and sexual abuse by Oxfam staff working with vulnerable people and communities in Haiti in 
2010-11.  The subsequent revelations regarding protection issues more widely at Oxfam, 
and particularly the reports in relation to Chad that contributed to the resignation of Oxfam’s 
Deputy CEO <REDACTED> deepen my concern. 
  
The Scottish Government expects the highest moral and ethical standards from those we 
fund. However it is clear that Oxfam, through the behaviour of some of its staff and the 
subsequent decisions taken on the investigation and reporting of these incidents, has failed 
to meet these standards.  We will not tolerate any form of human rights abuse or 
misconduct, wherever they take place.  If the Scottish Government, the public, and the 
media, cannot rebuild our faith in the ethical leadership of organisations such as Oxfam, then 
this may bring the whole system of humanitarian and development funding into disrepute 
and jeopardise support for funding for humanitarian emergencies in the future. 
  
We expect our partner organisations, wherever they are, to monitor their work closely, and to 
be open, honest and transparent with us, and the public whenever there are any suggestions 
of abuse or malpractice.  Therefore, I have asked all international NGOs that the Scottish 
Government funds to confirm that they have robust safeguarding policies in place to protect 
vulnerable groups, and that if they have become aware of specific incidents, that they have 
been referred to the relevant authorities where necessary.  I would also like to make it clear 
that any such incidents occurring in relation to projects either wholly or jointly funded by the 
Scottish Government should be reported to your Grant Manager immediately. 
  
The Scottish Government recognises that the vast majority of those working in international 
development and humanitarian emergencies, including the majority of Oxfam’s staff, do so in 
a diligent and appropriate manner.  However, we will not hesitate to take appropriate action 
whenever we suspect that any abuse has occurred, and we expect the same commitment 
from those working with us. 
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My office will contact you to arrange a meeting to discuss these matters in more detail. 
 
 
<REDACTED>  
 
 
ALASDAIR ALLAN 
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