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    From: [REDACTED] 
     Local Government and Communities  
     Directorate, Equality, Human Rights  
     and Third Sector Division 

 
     31 January 2018 
 
First Minister 
Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Social Security and Equalities 
 
CENTENARY OF WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE  
 
Purpose  
 
1. To invite Ministers to consider proposals to celebrate and mark the centenary 
of women’s suffrage in Scotland. 
 
Priority  
 
2. Urgent. A Scottish Government debate “Celebrating 100 Years of Women’s 
Right to Vote” has been scheduled for the afternoon of 6 February 2018. An early 
response would allow any proposals agreed by Ministers to be announced during the 
debate. 
 
Background  
 
3. This year marks 100 years since the passing of two significant Acts of 
Parliament for women’s rights: 
 

 The Representation of the People Act, passed on 6 February 1918, granted 
the vote to women over the age of 30 who met a property qualification (and all 
men aged over 21), and 
 

 The Parliament (Qualification of Women) Act 1918 which allowed women to 
stand for Parliament 

 
The Representation of the People Act 1918 
 
4. In 1918, the Representation of the People Act was passed, granting the vote 
to women over the age of 30 who met a property qualification. The same Act 
abolished property and other restrictions for men, extending the vote to all men over 
the age of 21.  
 
5. As a result of the Act, the electorate increased from 8 to 21 million, including 
8.5 million women in the UK who were now eligible to vote. However, this 
represented only 40% of the total population of women in the UK, meaning there was 
still a huge disparity between men and women. It was not until the Equal Franchise 
Act was passed in 1928 that women aged over 21 were granted the vote on the 
same terms as men. 
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The Parliament (Qualification of Women) Act 1918 
 
6. Also in 1918, the Parliament (Qualification of Women) Act was passed, 
allowing women to become MPs for the first time. Whereas only women over 30 
were granted the vote in 1918, there were no such restrictions for women to become 
MPs, meaning they could be elected from the age of 21, the same as for men. 
 
7. Seventeen women stood in the December 1918 general election and one 
women was elected: Countess Constance Markievicz for the Dublin constituency of 
St Patrick’s. However, as a member of Sinn Fein she did not take her seat. The first 
woman to take her seat was Nancy Astor (Viscountess Astor), after a by-election in 
December 1919. She was elected as a Conservative for the Plymouth Sutton 
constituency, a seat which she held until 1945 when she stood down. 
 
UK Government’s spending plans 
 
8. On 8 March 2017, as part of the Spring Budget, the UK Government 
announced a £5m fund to mark the passing of the 1918 Representation of the 
People Act. The fund will support a range of activity and projects in England, 
including: 

 Small grants for local and community groups to celebrate the centenary; 

 Funding for 7 ‘Centenary Cities’ across England with links to the suffrage 
movement; 

 A statue of Millicent Fawcett, President of the National Union of Women’s 
Suffrage Societies in Parliament Square 

 
Further information on UK Government activity is provided at Annex A. 
 
9. The Scottish Government received consequentials of £510k at Spring Budget 
2017. These consequentials were subsumed into the overall Scottish Government 
block grant, as is the usual practice.   
 
Proposals to celebrate the centenary in Scotland  
 
10. The Equality Unit has identified up to £350,000 from equality budget 
allocations for 2018-19 to support proposed activity as set out at paragraph 12. We 
propose that funding is used both to celebrate and commemorate the centenary and 
also to look to how we can ensure women’s equal representation in political life in 
the future.  
 
11. [REDACTED]     
12. Officials propose that funding could be allocated to the following: 
 

 Funding to support grassroots and local projects (potentially including 
schools) to celebrate and commemorate the centenary. This could be similar 
to the UK Government’s Women’s Vote Centenary Grant Scheme which will 
provide predominantly small grants of between £300 to £2000 for grassroots 
projects and a smaller number of larger grants.  
 

https://www.womensvotecentenaryfund.co.uk/
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 Funding to support projects aimed at improving women’s political 
representation and participation in public life (building on the outcome of the 
Scottish Government’s electoral reform consultation).  
 

 A cross-party event aligned to the Year of Young People 2018. Subject to 
Ministers’ views, officials are keen to consider an event at the Scottish 
Parliament with young women. 
 

 Additional funding (exact amount to be confirmed) to Glasgow Women’s 
Library to support a programme of centenary activity over the course of the 
year, including options for some elements to be delivered in partnership with 
Scottish Government. 
 

13. A small grant of £3000 has already been made to Rural Nations CIC from the 
2017-18 equality budget, to support their production ‘Deeds not Words’: a play 
celebrating Hebridean women’s suffrage which will tour rural venues across the 
Outer Hebrides between 15 -24th February. 
 
Timescales 
 
14. There are a number of key dates during 2018 which activity could be tied to: 
 

 6 February 2018 - 100 years since the passing of the Representation of the 
People Act 1918  

 8 March 2018 - International Women’s Day  

 21 November 2018 - 100 years since the passing of the Parliament 
(Qualification of Women) Act  

 14 December 2018 - 100 years since the December 1918 General Election – 
the first in which women could vote and stand for election 

 
Conclusion 
 
15. The First Minister and the Cabinet Secretary are invited to agree to the 
proposed activity at paragraph 12.  
 
 
[REDACTED]  

Local Government and Communities Directorate 
Equality, Human Rights and Third Sector Division 
 
[REDACTED]  31 January 2018 
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Annex A 
 

UK Government Plans to Celebrate and Commemorate the Centenary 
 
1. Coinciding with International Women’s Day 2017, the UK Government 
announced a £5m fund to mark the passing of the 1918 Representation of the 
People Act. The fund will support a range of activity and projects in England. 
 
2. The Scottish Government received consequentials of £510k at Spring Budget 
2017 from the UK Government allocation of £5.2m. These consequentials were 
subsumed into the overall Scottish Government block grant, as is the usual practice.   
 
3. Activity being taken forward by the UK Government includes:  
 

 The Women’s Vote Centenary Grant Scheme – a £1.5 million government fund to 
support local and community groups across England to celebrate the centenary. 
The fund will support approximately 150 small grants of between £300 to £2000 
for grassroots projects to run small scale events and activities and up to 30 large 
grants of between £2000 and £125,000 for projects aimed at increasing 
democratic engagement and encouraging women’s participation in public life.   

 

 Centenary Cities – £1.2 million allocated to seven cities across England with a 
strong connection to the women’s suffrage movement: Bolton; Bristol; Leeds; 
Leicester; London; Manchester, and Nottingham. ‘Centenary Cities’ can use their 
share of funding for projects to celebrate the centenary over 2018. 

 

 Statue of Millicent Fawcett – Turner Prize winning artist Gillian Wearing has been 
commissioned to create a statue of suffragist leader Millicent Fawcett. The statue 
will be the first statue of a woman, and the first created by a woman, to stand in 
Parliament Square. 

 
4. Other activity includes:  
 

 The Vote 100 Exhibition Project – UK Parliament four year programme of 
activities starting in 2015 and culminating with a major public exhibition in 2018 in 
Westminster Hall. 

 

 Royal Mint Commemorative Coin – New 50p Coin to mark the Representation of 
the People Act. 
 

 Suffrage Pioneers - The Women's Local Government Society, Buckinghamshire 
County Council, the Local Government Association, the National Association of 
Civic Officers, Vote 100 and the Fawcett Society have come together to seek 
100 pioneers who were suffragists across the country and who deserve to be 
recognised.  

 

https://www.womensvotecentenaryfund.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/centenary-cities-100-years-of-votes-for-women
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/gillian-wearing-to-create-suffragist-statue
https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/vote-100/vote-100-project/vote-100-project-info/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/rare-2-50p-coins-royal-mint-mary-shelley-women-suffrage-frankenstein-limited-edition-designs-royal-a8137536.html
http://www.suffrage-pioneers.net/project-partner/

