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     From: [REDACTED] 
      Local Government and Communities 
      Directorate, Equality, Human Rights  
      and Third Sector Division 
 
      15 March 2018 
 
First Minister 
Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Social Security and Equalities 
 
CENTENARY FUND 
 
Purpose  
 
1. To invite Ministers to agree to the proposed distribution of the £500,000 Centenary 
Fund announced by the First Minister on 6 February 2018. 
 
Priority  
 
2. Routine. 
 
Background  
 
3. To coincide with the 100 year anniversary of the passing of the Representation of 
the People Act 1918 which gave some women the right to vote, the First Minister 
announced funding of £500,000 to:  

 Support grassroots and local projects to celebrate and commemorate the centenary; 

 Support projects aimed at improving women’s political representation and 
participation in public life; 

 Organise a cross-party event at the Scottish Parliament aligned to the Year of Young 
People 2018; 

 Support Glasgow Women’s Library to deliver centenary activity over the course of the 
year. 

 
Proposed Allocations 
 
4.  Proposed funding allocations are set out in detail at Annex A. In summary they 
are: 
 

Centenary Activity Amount 

Scottish Government Vote Centenary Small Grant Scheme Up to £150,000 

YOYP 2018 Event Up to £30,000 

Glasgow Women’s Library Up to £90,000 

Artichoke PROCESSIONS Project  £50,000 

Deeds Not Words Play  £3,500 

Suffrage Flag Relay £6,500 

Improving women’s political representation and participation £170,000 

Total  £500,000 
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Improving Women’s Political Representation and Participation 
  
5. [REDACTED]  
 
6. [REDACTED]  
 
7. [REDACTED]  
 
 
8. The UK Government has made £1.5 million available through a Women’s Vote 
Centenary Grant Scheme. In addition to offering small grants of between £300 and 
£2,000 for grassroots projects to celebrate the centenary, there will also be up to 30 large 
grants of between £2,000 and £125,000 made to projects that increase understanding of 
and engagement with democracy, and encourage women to participate in public life. 
There will be two bidding rounds during 2018.  
 
9. [REDACTED]  
 
Conclusion  
 
10. Ministers are invited to:  
 

 Agree to the proposed distribution of the £500,000 Centenary Fund as set out at 
paragraph 4 and in further detail at Annex A; 

 

 Note that further advice on the distribution of centenary funding to improve women’s 
political representation and participation will be provided after the Scottish 
Government’s consultation on electoral reform closes on 29 March 2018. 

 
[REDACTED]  
Equality, Human Right and Third Sector Division 
[REDACTED]  
  15 March 2018 
 

Copy List:  
For 

Action 

For 

Comments 

For Information 

Portfolio 

Interest 

Constit 

Interest 

General 

Awareness 

[REDACTED]  
 

 

 

 

 

 

√ 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

[REDACTED]   
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Annex A 
Proposed Funding Allocations 
 
The total amount available under the ‘Centenary Fund’ is £500,000. Funding is from the Scottish Government Equality Budget for 
2017-18 and 2018-19.   

 
Centenary Activity Summary Timescales Amount  

Scottish Government Vote 

Centenary Small Grant 

Scheme 

 

[Draft Guidance is provided 

at Annex B] 

A small grants scheme to support local and 

community based activity which celebrates and 

commemorates the centenary, with grants of 

between £500 and £5,000. Similar to the UK 

Government’s Women’s Vote Centenary Small Grants 

Scheme which provides grants of £300 to £2,000.  

With Minister’s agreement we would 

propose inviting applications for grant 

funding as soon as possible (no later 

than end of April 2018). Small grants 

would support activity up to the end of 

March 2019. 

 

Up to 

£150,000 

YOYP 2018 Event 

 

 

An event, ideally cross-party and at the Scottish 

Parliament, focussed on young people and aligned 

to the YOYP 2018. The focus of the event would be 

on political representation and participation, 

including how we can improve the representation of 

groups of people who are currently under-

represented in the Scottish Parliament. The event 

could be targeted at young women or more broadly 

at young people.  

We would recommend organising the 

event in November/December 2018 to 

coincide with either: the 100 year 

anniversary of the passing of the 

Parliament (Qualification of Women) Act 

1918 (in November), or the 100 year 

anniversary of the 1918 General Election, 

the first in which women could vote and 

stand for election. 

Up to 

£30,000 

 

 

 

 

Glasgow Women’s Library 

 

[Further information is 

provided at Annex C] 

A range of activity, including: [REDACTED]  

 

Activity throughout 2018, including 

[REDACTED]  

 We would work with GWL to ensure that 

any materials developed during 2018 

have a legacy after the centenary year. 

Up to 

£90,000 

Artichoke PROCESSIONS 

Project [Artichoke is a 

registered charity specialising 

Artichoke describe the PROCESSIONS Project as a 

“mass participatory artwork” which will take place 

simultaneously in Edinburgh, London, Belfast and 

The key element of the project is the 

mass art installation which will take place 

in Edinburgh on Sunday 10 June 2018. 

£50,000 
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in the production of outdoor 

arts events]. 

 

[Further information 

available if required] 

Cardiff on Sunday 10 June 2018. The artwork will see 

a part of each city being transformed into a “moving 

sea of women wearing the purple, green and white 

of the women’s suffrage movement”. The project 

also includes a community engagement element 

connecting 100 artists with 100 communities to 

design banners. 

[Artichoke was commissioned by 14-18 

NOW (WW1 Centenary Art Commissions) 

to deliver the PROCESSIONS Project. In 

addition to funding from 14-18 NOW, 

Artichoke have secured some funding 

from the UK Government Equalities Office 

and Creative Scotland (£50k). Officials 

understand that Event Scotland and 

Edinburgh City Council may also 

contribute funding but this has not been 

confirmed. An additional contribution 

from the Scottish Government would help 

to maximise the scale of the Edinburgh 

event on 10 June].   

Deeds Not Words Play  A bi-lingual play celebrating Hebridean women's 

suffrage. The play is a contemporary performance 

created around real stories and events, revealing a 

surprising history of rural Scottish women.  

The play toured the Outer Hebrides 

between 15 and 24 February 2018. 

 

£3,500 

[already 

committed] 

Suffrage Flag Relay A Women’s Social and Political Union flag is currently 

touring government buildings, in the UK and 

overseas. The flag relay has been organised by UK 

Cabinet Office and while predominantly targeted at 

the Civil Service and government agencies, there 

may be opportunities to take or display the flag 

outwith government buildings while it is in Scotland. 

The flag is due to be in Scotland between 

the end of July and mid-August 2018.  

 

 

Up to 

£6,500 

Improving women’s political 

representation and 

participation 

If allocations were made as above, this would leave 

approx. £170,000 for activity aimed at improving 

women’s political representation and participation. 

tbc Approx. 

£170,000 

Total    £500,000 
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Annex B 
 

 

Scottish Government Vote Centenary Grant Scheme 

DRAFT Guidance 

Introduction 

The Representation of the People Act 1918 extended the vote to some women in the 

United Kingdom for the first time. In the same year, the Parliament (Qualification of 

Women) Act allowed women to stand for election to become a Member of Parliament. 

The centenary is an opportunity for all of us to remember and pay tribute to the individual 

women whose actions through the suffrage movement and to the war effort in 1914-18, 

eventually made Parliament take heed and grant at least some women the vote. It would, 

of course, take another 10 years and the passing of the Equal Franchise Act 1928 for 

women to be granted the vote on same terms as men. 

Over the last 100 years significant advances have been made. The representation of 

women in the House of Commons is at a record high of 32%. In the Scottish Parliament 

women account for 35% of MSPs. We have, for the first time a female Prime Minister and 

First Minister of Scotland. But much more progress is needed to achieve gender parity in 

our democratic institutions at national and local level. 

Which is why the funding announced by the Scottish Government will be used both to 

celebrate and commemorate the passing of the Representation of the People Act 1918 

and to look forward to the future and how we can best support women’s political 

participation here and now. 

Funding available 

Up to £150,000 is available through the Scottish Government Vote Centenary Grant 

Scheme. The scheme will support local and community based activity which celebrates 

and commemorates the centenary with grants of between £500 and £5000.  

We are particularly keen to support activity across Scotland, from the Highlands and 

Islands to the Scottish Borders and everywhere in between.  

We will fund activity which: 

o Increases people’s awareness of the passing of either, or both the Representation 

of the People Act 1918 and the Parliament (Qualification of Women) Act 1918 and 

the events which led up to their passing; 
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o Increases people’s awareness of the women’s suffrage movement as a whole 

and/or the contributions of individual suffragettes and suffragists to the suffrage 

movement; 

o Seeks to inspire democratic engagement and participation through increasing 

people’s awareness of the centenary and women’s suffrage movement; 

o Is local and community based and which includes at least some element that 

brings people together, i.e. is not wholly a communications or digital based 

activity; 

o Uses arts, culture and media to celebrate, commemorate, inspire and increase 

people’s awareness of the centenary and women’s suffrage movement; 

 

We will not fund: 

 

o Individuals 

o Statutory activities 

o Purely digital or communications based activity 

o Day to day running costs or overheads for your organisation (e.g. rent, utilities and 

insurance costs) 

o Alcohol 

o Existing activities and repeat or regular events 

o Ongoing staff costs that are already being funded. We can pay for sessional staff 

to deliver short terms activities and existing staff to carry out project related 

activities additional to their current role 

o Applications that are solely for staff costs of any kind 

o Activity outside of Scotland 

o Multiple bids from one organisation 

o Activities that happen or incur expenditure before grant funding has been 

confirmed 

o Fundraising activities for your organisation or others 

o Equipment or assets (e.g. IT equipment ) 

o Research 

o Activities that are chargeable (i.e. ticketed) unless that is reinvested in the 

activities 

o Recoverable VAT 

o Political activity - activity that promotes the cause or beliefs of a political party 

o Religious activity that propagates a particular religion. But applications from faith-

based/religious organisations are welcome provided activity supported is open to 

all. 
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Who can apply? 

Any voluntary or community organisation, local authority, school, college or university. 

We will not fund individuals. 

Voluntary or community organisations: 

o Charities and other community organisations 

o Social enterprises and other not for profit companies, such as community interest 

companies 

o Community benefit societies and co-operative societies 

 

Voluntary or community organisations must have a written governing document, such as 

a constitution or memorandum of articles and association. A governing document should 

outline the rules that govern your organisation, including what it is set up for and how it is 

run. 

If your organisation is not registered with the Charity Commission, Companies House or 

the Financial Conduct Authority, you will be asked to provide an electronic copy of your 

governing document with your application. 

Reporting and audit requirements 

After you have completed your activities you will need to submit a short report telling us 

how it went.  

Contact us 

You can contact us by email at or

Before contacting us, please read the guidance carefully and check the frequently asked 

questions. Please note that we cannot provide advice on your application or the 

likelihood that it will be successful for funding.  
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Annex C 
Glasgow Women’s Library 
 
Funding for Glasgow Women’s Library will support the following activity (with flexibility to adapt/adjust these proposed activities): 
 

Project / Outputs  Element  Costs   Notes 

      

[REDACTED]  

 

    [REDACTED]  

[REDACTED]  

 

 [REDACTED]  

 

  [REDACTED]  

 

  [REDACTED]  

 

   

[REDACTED]  

 

 [REDACTED]  

 

  [REDACTED]  

 

[REDACTED]  

 

  

  [REDACTED]  

 

[REDACTED]  

 

  

  [REDACTED]  

 

     

[REDACTED]  

 

  

  [REDACTED]  

 

       

[REDACTED]  
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Naming Scottish 

Suffragettes 

 2 Facilitators delivering 

six x two hour workshops  

        480   The development of an accessible online resource to ‘name’ and 

raise awareness through learning on Scottish Suffragettes, to start 

the process of addressing the palpable lack of popular knowledge 

about their names and achievements – so that names ‘roll of the 

tongue’ as easily as that of Pankhurst. We would like to produce 

an online animation resource that profiles 100 women who fought 

for the vote - 50 in Scotland and 50 globally, with a particular 

focus on Women of Colour. This would be a creative, lively, 

participatory, interactive programme, working with skilled 

animators. Workshops would start in the Summer Programme and 

we would aim for a launch at the end of the year. GWL volunteers 

would support the research aspects of gathering the information 

relating to women that will be profiled. 

  Animation costs, 

including a skilled 

animator working with 

individual / small groups 

of women to create the 

digital online animations, 

editing and sound 

   10,000    

      

Story Café Specials  Extra capacity for GWL's 

part-time Librarian 4 

hours x 3 sessions x £20 

per hour 

        240   Dedicated Story Cafe (Read Aloud) events for children / young 

people and their parents / carers to read children’s / YP’s books 

about Suffragettes and the fight for the vote. This would involve 

three events (one at GWL and two in other cities - Dundee and 

one other) targeted at children / YP to attend, with relevant 

authors involved. We also envisage linked Creative Writing on the 

theme of women and the vote / activism past and present, maybe 

inspired by original artefacts in the GWL collection. The outcomes 

of this activity would be archived and used in online contexts.  

  Creative Writing 

Facilitator 

        240    
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  Authors Fees, 

accommodation and 

travel x 3 

     1,500    

      

Suffrage Open Archive 

and Exhibition 

 Two vitrines, 

interpretation, graphic 

design, launch costs 

     3,800   An exhibition showcasing GWL gems from the collection and an 

event telling the stories of these items, also allowing 'behind the 

scenes' access to the GWL museum stores 

      

Glasgow Suffrage 

Heritage Trail 

 Researcher, facilitators      5,000   A newly researched and devised Heritage Trail exploring some of 

Glasgow's main sites relating to suffrage, culminating in a map 

and downloadable audio tour 

  Map and audio tour 

production 

     5,000    

      

Panko  Facilitator - 10 hours 

(including preparation) x 

£20 

        200    'Panko' - evening of Suffragette Games, film screening and 

readings 

      

Extra Capacity for key 

GWL Staff throughout 

2018 to enable the 

delivery of a coherent, 

vibrant, accessible and 

diverse programme  

 Marketing / Digital / IT 

Post 

     8,553    

  Librarian      4,347    

  Production Co-ordination    10,746    

  Archivist      6,520    

      

Marketing and 

Publicity 

 Events programmes and 

other promotion / 

publicity 

     2,100    
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10% Contingency        8,143    

      

TOTAL      89,569    

 




