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Thanks for thiJLery helpful,

Couple of questions in the document asking for a bit of additional info (or confirmation of how I'm
interpreting what's there).

Give me aring if that's easier.
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- oria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ | T: 0131 244
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Here's the briefing on INNS for the Minister's G6 meeting. Let me know if you need clarification on any of these cases.




Have a good weekend

Subject: G6 meeting - Br for Minister

g
I've been asked to put toge i e Minister for the next G6 meeting. One of the
agenda items is INNS ts/seabird islands”

I = couple of general lines on the rats/seabirds

If I could have that by the end of the week that would be really helpful.

Many thanks

The Scottish Government | 1-D North | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ | T: 0131 24

Wildlife and Protected Areas | Natural Resources Division | Directorate for Environment 4ery
www.scotland.qov.uk/nonnativespecies
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended sclely for
the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or
distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform the
sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recerded in order to secure
the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions
contained within this e-mall may not necessarily reflect these of the Scottish Government.

Tha am post-d seo (agus faidhle neo ceanglan comhla ris) dhan neach neo luchd-ainmichte a-
mhain. Chan eil e ceadaichte a chleachdadh ann an ddigh sam bith, a’ toirt a-steach
coraichean, foillseachadh neo sgaoileadh, gun chead., Ma ‘s e is gun d’ fhuair sibh seo le
gun fhiosd’, bu choir cur &s dhan phost-d agus lethbhreac sam bith air an t-sicstam agaibh,
leig fios chun neach a sgaoil am post-d gun dail.



Dh’ thaodadh gum bi teachdaireachd sam bith bho Riaghaltas na h-Alba air a chlaradh neo air
a sgriudadh airson dearbhadh gu bheil an siostam ag chair gu h-éifeachdach nec airson
adhbhar laghail eile. Dh’fhaodadh nach eil beachdan anns a’ phost-d seo co-icnann ri
beachdan Riaghaltas na h-Alba.
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mahaldsear-siostaim no neach-sgriobhaidh.

Theiribh an aire airson adhbharan gnothalch, ‘s ddcha gun téid sdil a chumai air puist-dealain a’ tighinn

a-steach agus a’ dal a-mach bho SNH.
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Briefing for the Minister on INNS - G6 meeting, June 2013

Brown rat Rattus norvegicus and black rat Rattus rattus on seabird islands
Line to take

» Protecting Scotland’s islands from the impacts of invasive non-native species
such as rats is highlighted as a priority in the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy.

Explanation

Rats (mainly brown rats) have had a major impact on breeding seabirds on many
offshore islands globally. Severe cases can result in local extinctions but there are
also examples of these seabirds recolonising islands after rats have been removed.
In Scotland the worst affected seabirds are those which nest in burrows, like storm
petrels, shearwaters and puffins. Brown rats have been successfully eradicated
from a number of Scottish islands, including Handa (Scottish Wildlife Trust), Ailsa
Craig (RSPB and others) and Canna (National Trust for Scotland).

RSPB is about to submit an EU LIFE+ bid for a project to restore of a number of UK
seabird islands. This project aims to maintain populations of petrels and
shearwaters or create suitable conditions for them to recolonize. Eradicating black
rats from the Shiant Islands is a major component of this work. This project has
support from SNH, conditional on the LIFE bid being successful.
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SNH is funding a PhD student to study the impact of brown rats on breeding Manx
shearwaters on the island of Rum. Aspects of the rat's ecology, such as their
ranging behaviour, diet and habitat use, will also be studied.






