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TIME FOR A BAN ON ELECTRIC SHOCK COLLARS, SCOTTISH PUBLIC TELLS 

GOVERNMENT 

 

Overwhelming public support for Scottish ban on these cruel dog devices 

finds Kennel Club research 

 

The Kennel Club has commissioned an independent survey into the Scottish public’s 

opinion of electric shock collars, which found that: 

 

 73% of the Scottish public disapprove of the use of electric shock collars on 

dogs 

 82% agree that positive reinforcement training methods can address 

behavioural issues in dogs without the need for negative training methods 

 74% of the public would support the government to introduce a ban on electric 

shock collars 

 

The Kennel Club is urging the Scottish government to take action following a Kennel 

Club funded survey which found that the majority of the general public in Scotland 

are against the use of electric shock collars and would support the government in 

introducing a ban on these devices. 

 

The Kennel Club is against the use of negative training methods or devices and 

believes that they are both irresponsible and ineffective. There a large number of 

positive training tools and methods that can produce well trained dogs with 

absolutely no fear, pain or potential damage to the relationship between dog and 

handler. Furthermore, some of the most highly trained dogs in the world, including 

police dogs, armed forces dogs and assistance dogs are trained without the use of 

electric shock collars.  

 

The Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) published two 

research studies last year which demonstrated negative behavioural and 



physiological changes in dogs which were trained with electric shock collars. The 

research also showed that even when electric shock collars were used on dogs by 

professional trainers following an industry standard, there were still long term 

negative welfare effects.  Despite this, Scotland has yet to follow in Wales’ footsteps 

in banning electric shock collars, and the Kennel Club hopes that the findings of its 

new research will let the government know that the public would be behind them on 

a ban. 

 

Caroline Kisko, Kennel Club Secretary said: “The results are absolutely clear. A 

large majority of the Scottish public are against the use of electric shock collars and 

would support the government in banning these cruel devices. 

 

“The Scottish government supports Westminster with their current proposal and 

response to its own funded research, which is to work on creating guidance with the 

electric shock collar manufacturers regarding how to best use these tools without 

compromising the dog’s welfare. This does not reflect what the Scottish public wants 

and the Kennel Club and other major welfare organisations and Parliamentarians 

believe this would fail in protecting dog welfare, as the Defra research itself has 

shown. 

 

“It is time for the government to stop delaying what the evidence has highlighted is 

needed, and what the Scottish public has clearly said they want – a ban on the use 

of electric shock collars.  Now really is the perfect time.” 

 

Electric shock collars are already outlawed in a number of countries worldwide, 

including Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Austria, Germany, Switzerland, Slovenia, and 

in most states in Australia. 

 

The survey follows the introduction of Matthew Offord MP’s Ten Minute Rule Bill in 

Westminster last month calling for a ban on the sale and use of electric shock 

collars, which will have its Second Reading in the House of Commons on Friday 

February 28th.  

 



More information on the Kennel Club’s campaign to ban electric shock collars can be 

found at www.thekennelclub.org.uk/banshockcollars.  

 

ENDS 

[044.14] 
24th February 2014 
 
For journalists who would like further press information, images or interview requests 
click here.  
 
www.thekennelclub.org.uk  
 
Like our Facebook page 
http://www.facebook.com/Kclovesdogs    
 
Follow us on Twitter 
http://twitter.com/kclovesdogs   
 

Notes to editors: 

The survey was carried out for the Kennel Club by Censuswide in January 2014 with 

XX respondents.  

 

The Kennel Club 

The Kennel Club is the largest organisation in the UK devoted to dog health, welfare 
and training. Its objective is to ensure that dogs live healthy, happy lives with 
responsible owners. 
 
It runs the country’s largest registration database for both pedigree and crossbreed 
dogs and the Petlog database, which is the UK’s biggest reunification service for 
microchipped animals. The Kennel Club is accredited by UKAS to certify members of 
its Assured Breeder Scheme, which is the only scheme in the UK that monitors 
breeders in order to protect the welfare of puppies and breeding bitches. It also runs 
the UK’s largest dog training programme, the Good Citizen Dog Training Scheme 
and licenses shows and clubs across a wide range of activities, which help dog 
owners to bond and enjoy life with their dogs. The Kennel Club runs the world’s 
greatest dog show, Crufts, and the Discover Dogs event at Earls Court, London, 
which is a fun family day out that educates people about how to buy responsibly and 
care for their dog. 
 
The Kennel Club invests in welfare campaigns, dog training and education 
programmes and the Kennel Club Charitable Trust, which supports research into dog 
diseases and dog welfare charities, including Kennel Club Breed Rescue 
organisations that re-home dogs throughout the UK. The Kennel Club jointly runs 
health screening schemes with the British Veterinary Association and through the 
Charitable Trust, funds the Kennel Club Genetics Centre at the Animal Health Trust, 
which is at the forefront of pioneering research into dog health. The new Kennel Club 

http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/banshockcollars
http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/our-resources/media-centre/contact-the-media-centre/
http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/Kclovesdogs
http://twitter.com/kclovesdogs


Cancer Centre at the Animal Health Trust will contribute to the AHT’s well-
established cancer research programme, helping to further improve dog health. 
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From: [redact]@dogs.trust 
Sent: 01 March 2017 08:52 
To: [redact]@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: Meeting to discuss electronic training collars 
 
Morning [redacted], 
 
Apologies for the inconvenience, but would it be possible to move this meeting 
forward half an hour to 3pm please? 
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted] 
 
From: [redact]@dogs.trust 
Sent: 23 February 2017 14:27 
To: [redact]@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: Meeting to discuss electronic training collars 
 
Apologies I did wonder how clear it was in m email. You are correct though, it will be 
[redacted] and [redacted] attending the meeting. 
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted] 
 
From: [redact]@dogs.trust 
Sent: 23 February 2017 11:44 
To: [redact]@gov.scot 
Cc: [redacted] 
Subject: RE: Meeting to discuss electronic training collars 
 
Hi [redacted], 
 
Thank you for your email, hope you are well  
 
I have checked the diary and 3.30pm suits both [redacted] and [redacted]. They look 
forward to seeing you at Saughton House  
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted] 
 
From: [redact]@dogs.trust 
Sent: [redacted] 
Cc: [redacted] 
Subject: Meeting to discuss electronic training collars 
 
Hi [redacted] 



 

 

We have received a letter from the Cabinet Secretary's Private Secretary to say that 
she is unable to meet with us on 15 March to discuss electronic training collars, but 
to contact you if it would be useful to meet with the Animal Welfare Branch. 
 
We'll be in the Scottish Parliament that day holding a drop-in event for MSPs. 
[redacted], our Director of Canine Behaviour and Research, will be joining us and so 
it would be a good opportunity for her to discuss the details of the proposed 
Regulations. 
 
Would you be available for a meeting at 3pm on 15 March at all? Ideally in the 
Scottish Parliament (the public cafeteria?) or we could go to Saughton House if that 
wasn't an option. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Dogs Trust - A Dog Is For Life 
[redacted] 
Head of Public Affairs 
[redacted] 
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From: [redacted] 
Sent: 09 August 2017 10:23 
To: [redacted] 
Subject: RE: electronic training aids - invite to C/SKC proposed event 
 
That's great - thank you [redacted], 
 
I will send formal invites over within the next couple of weeks, 
 
[redacted] 
 

 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 08 August ~017 14:21 
To: [redacted] 
Subject: electronic training aids - invite to KC/SKC proposed event. 
 
Hello [redacted], 
 

I hope you are well 

 
I just wanted to you know that we are organising a round table event in the Scottish Parliament, on Weds 8th 

November from pm-8pm. We are hoping to bring together vets, behaviourists, academics and welfare 
organisations, as well as some MSPs to discuss the topic of electronic training aids. 
 
We would very much like it if you were there. 
 
A formal invite will follow, but I wanted to check availability at this stage 
 

Best wishes 
[redacted] 
 
[redacted] 
Public Affairs Manager 

The Kennel Club 
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