
Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org


 

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh  EH6 6QQ 

www.gov.scot/marinescotland   
 


 

 

 

T: 
E: [REDACTED] 

 

 

 

Ms [REDACTED] 
 
By email: [REDACTED]@gmail.com  
 

 

___ 
 
Our ref: 2017/0002167 
14 February 2017 
 
 
Dear Ms [REDACTED], 
 
Thank you for your email of 14 January to Scottish Ministers regarding concerns over the 
Port of Cromarty Firth Oil Transfer Licence application.  I have been asked to respond on 
their behalf. 
 
The Regulations for ship-to-ship oil transfer applications are made under section 130 of the 
Merchant Shipping Act 1995 and the subject matter of that Act is currently reserved to the 
UK Government.  The decision on whether to issue an oil transfer licence in Scottish waters 
is therefore for the UK Government’s Secretary of State for Transport. In making these 
decisions, we expect the Secretary of State for Transport to take full account  of the advice 
given by Scottish Natural Heritage and Scottish Environment Protection Agency regarding 
risk to the environment.  
 
The Maritime and Coastguard Agency has asked the Cromarty Firth Port Authority to 
undertake additional work on its application.  We believe the requirement for this additional 
work provides an opportunity to begin a dialogue about both the Cromarty Firth Port 
Authority application and the handling of oil transfer licence applications generally. 
 
On the basis of current information, the Scottish Government is unconvinced that ship to ship 
oil transfers can take place at anchor in the Cromarty Firth without resulting in an 
unacceptable risk to the marine environment, in particular a European designated area for 
bottlenose dolphin.  Scottish Government will continue to press the UK Government for 
devolution of this reserved function to protect our marine environment. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
[REDACTED] 

Policy Adviser 
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Mr Alan Donn
MFIFA

aldonn51@gmail.com 

___
Our ref: 2017/0014878
15 May 2017

Dear Mr Donn

Thank you for your email of 15 April to the Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate 
Change and Land Reform.  I have been asked to respond on her behalf.

Scotttish Ministers have no regulatory or legislative powers over the process for determining 
whether a ship to ship oil transfer licence should be granted or not.  That is why the Scottish 
Government continues to press for devolution of this function.  Devolution would allow 
decisions to be taken by the administration with responsibility for protecting the environment.

Applications for ship to ship oil transfer licences are considered under The Merchant 
Shipping (Ship-to-Ship Transfers) Regulations 2010, as amended.  The subject matter of 
these regulations is wholly reserved to the UK Government, and therefore the Scottish 
Government has no power to amend the application process provided by them.  With 
regards to navigational hazards and safety, this matter too is reserved to the UK Government 
in relation to oil transfer licence applications in Scottish waters.  

The decision on whether to issue an oil transfer licence in Scottish waters is therefore for the 
UK Government’s Secretary of State for Transport.  In making these decisions, the Scottish 
Government expects the Secretary of State for Transport to take full account  of the advice 
given by Scottish Natural Heritage and Scottish Environment Protection Agency regarding 
risk to the environment, such as those you have identified that may affect your members.

That said, on the basis of current information, the Scottish Government is unconvinced that 
ship to ship oil transfers can take place at anchor in the Cromarty Firth without resulting in an 
unacceptable risk to the marine environment, in particular a European designated area for 
bottlenose dolphin.
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At present there is no live application and we have not received a clear indication from either 
the Port or the UK Government if or when a revised application will be submitted to the MCA.  
If or when a revised application is submitted, we expect all relevant stakeholders to be 
consulted this time, and local communities, such as your interests, given another chance to 
respond.

I trust you find this response helpful.

Yours sincerely,

Sebastian Howell
Policy Adviser
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Mr Iain Maddox
North & East Coast Region, Inshore Fisheries 
Group

maddox.iain@gmail.com 

___

Our ref: 2017/0015596
15 May 2017

Dear Mr Maddox,

Thank you for your email of 24 April to the Minister for Business, Innovation and Energy 
regarding Ship to Ship transfers. I have been asked to respond on his behalf.

At present there is no live application for the Port of Cromarty Firth, and we have not 
received a clear indication from either the Port or the UK Government if or when a revised 
application will be submitted to the MCA.

If or when a revised application is submitted, we expect all relevant stakeholders to be
consulted this time, and local communities, such as your members, given another chance to
respond.

I trust this clarifies the current position.

Yours sincerely,
Sebastian Howell
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
 

 

 

T: 
E: [REDACTED] 

 

 

 

Ms [REDACTED] 
 
By email - [REDACTED]@hotmail.co.uk  
 

 

___ 
 
Our ref: 2017/0019887 
3rd July 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Ms [REDACTED], 
 
Thank you for your email of the 31 May to Scottish Ministers regarding Ship to Ship Oil 
Transfer Licence application from Port of Cromarty Firth.  I have been asked to respond on 
their behalf. 
 
The Scottish Government recognises the concerns of the communities who live around the 
Moray and Cromarty Firths, related to the application from the Cromarty Firth Port Authority 
to undertake ship to ship transfers of crude oil at sea in the inner Moray Firth. 
 
Scottish Ministers have no regulatory or legislative powers over the process for determining 
whether a ship to ship oil transfer licence should be granted or not.  That is why the Scottish 
Government continues to press for devolution of this function.  Devolution would allow 
decisions to be taken by the administration with responsibility for protecting the environment. 
 
On the basis of current information, the Scottish Government is unconvinced  
that ship to ship oil transfers can take place at anchor in the Cromarty Firth without resulting 
in an unacceptable risk to the marine environment, in particular a European designated area 
for bottlenose dolphin. 
 
Applications for ship to ship oil transfer licences are considered under The Merchant 
Shipping (Ship-to-Ship Transfers) Regulations 2010, as amended.  The subject matter of 
these regulations is wholly reserved to the UK Government, and therefore the Scottish 
Government has no power to amend the application process provided by them.  The 
regulations do include provisions to ensure that the licensing process complies with 
Environmental Impact Assessment requirements and the EU Habitats Directive.  Ensuring 
adherence to the proper process is a matter for the Competent Authority, which in this case 
is the Secretary of State for Transport.   
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I trust this addresses your concerns, and I thank you for your interest in this environmentally 
sensitive matter.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[REDACTED] 

Policy Adviser 
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