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South East Edinburgh assessment areas 

 

 
Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora 
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Active travel 

 
 

 
 

 
School capacity maps included in Environmental Report for Main Issues Report have been superseded by 
Revised Education Appraisal undertaken to support Second Proposed LDP housing sites.  
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Fluvial Flood Risk Areas (updated using SEPA mapping, January 2014) 

 

 
Quality of the Water Environment 
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Public transport accessibility (banding adjusted from first Proposed Plan assessment) 

 

 
Accessible greenspace 
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Cultural Heritage 

 

 
Local Landscape designations 
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South East Edinburgh - General landscape characteristics, visibility and views 
 

The South East Edinburgh Strategic Development Area (SDA) is bounded by the South Suburban Railway 
and Milton Rd East (A199) to the north.  To the east, it follows the Council’s administrative boundary 
between Newhailes and Sheriffhall.  It is defined by the City Bypass (A720) to the south and farmland on the 
urban fringe at Liberton to the west. 
 
Much of the greenbelt to the southeast of the city is visually prominent in views from the City Bypass, A1, 
radial approaches, secondary roads within the green belt, and popular recreational paths and viewpoints, 
including the Pentland Hills. 
 
The landscape comprises open slopes of arable farmland and woodland of country estate origin, set across 
a series of visually inter-related hills and ridges, separated by watercourses aligned from southwest - 
northeast. 
 
These physical features form part of views to and from the city and repeat Edinburgh’s characteristic 
undulating terrain and designed landscape influences. This topography provides containment to the 
settlement edge, distinguishing the city from open countryside and surrounding settlements. 
 
The landscape is also influenced by the city’s transport network, routing of high voltage power lines, urban 
edge residential development and the city’s regional landscape setting of the Pentland Hills to the southwest. 
 
Closer to the coastal margins of the Forth, the landscape is flatter and low lying.  Land within the green belt 
is often screened from view by built up areas and tree-lined road and rail corridors.  A visual relationship with 
the city is less pronounced, though views exist towards Arthur’s Seat, the Pentland Hills and Forth Estuary. 
 
Site specific evaluation of the potential impact of development upon landscape and views within the South 
East Edinburgh SDA is provided in the following section and summarised in the accompanying 
Environmental Report, volume 1.  
 

 
Landscape characteristics 
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Views from City Bypass 
 

 Views form main routes leading into City Centre 
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Views from secondary routes 
 

Recreational viewpoints 
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