
Rt Hon Nicola Sturgeon MSP
First Minister of Scotland

St Andrew's House, Regenl Road, Edinburgh EHl JOG
T:_

The Kennel Club

Scottish Government
I~iag' iuttus IIC! 1,··/\lbc,1
gov.scot

pur ref: 2017/0034747ql1-October 2017

Dear_

Thank you for your email of 18 September Inviting the First Inister to attend The Kennel
Club's roundtable discussion on electronic training collars r dogs being held In the Scottish
Parliament on Wednesday 8 November 2017.

Unfortunately, due to considerable diary pressures, the FI Minister regrets that she will be
unable to accept your kind invitation.

The First Minister has asked me to pass on her best wishe for a successful discussion.

Diary Team Manager

I
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Frob:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
aids

_0:30:09
Public Engagement Unit
FW: Invite to KC/SKC roundtable discussion on electronic training

PEU

Grateful if you could put this ~ a diary
O~ce Diary Team Manager,~

Cheers

!!!!PeOO8.jPg@01D331H.bh'J],Hji'

for signature by FM Private

From: Sturgeon N (Nicola), MSP [mailto:Nicola.Sturg n.msp@parliament.scot]
Sent: 18 September 2017 15:06
To: First Minister
Subject: Fwd: Invite to KC/SKC roundtable discussion n electronic training aids

Nicola Sturgeon MSP
Glasgow Southside
Constituency Office (constituent enquiries only)
Unit 3
Govanhill Workspace
69 Dixon Road
G428AT

01414241174



»
Sent: Monday, Septemoer
To: Sturgeon N
Subject: Re:Invite to roundtable discussion on electronic training aids

Dear Ms Sturgeon,

The Kennel Club and Scottishl....,.•..J..LLL,"~ Club are organising a roundtable discussion on
electronic shock training aids by Maurice Golden in The Livingstone Room,
Committee Room 6, from on Wednesday 8th November. We would very
much like to invite you to discussion will be chaired by
PresenterlProducer Andrew we will also be joined by TV Vet and Pupaid
Founder Marc . writer and broadcaster, Carolyn
Menteith. We will also representatives from the main welfare
organisations, and other vets, behaviourists and academics.

The reason we are is because the Scottish Government has undertaken
extensive consultation over few years as to whether to ban electronic training
aids. The Kennel Club (along many others) believe they should be completely
banned - as they are in Wales. we are growing increasingly concerned,
firstly, by the lack of progress this area, and secondly, by the possibility that when
regulations are introduced, may be caveats for vets and behaviourists to
advocate the use of electronic aids -so effectively licence them.

The Kennel Club Accredited Instructors programme (KCAI), specifically prohibits
the use of these types of and we know other similar organisations do too.
However, because behaviourists are totally unregulated and not obliged to
be members of such or indeed to adhere to any professional code of
conduct, we are very unscrupulous dog trainers will set themselves up
in business advocating their Our concerns are further compounded by recent
events being held in Scotland dog owners to use electronic training aids.
An advert for one of these is

_WORKSHOP •..•.•..••.'•.•"•.•..•..•C1Y15th, 22nd & 23rd FEBRUARY WITH
ALL DATES NOW FULLY BOOKED THIS WORKSHOP

FOR ANY T"lnIT"T"l", OF DOG, SIZE & FOR ANY BEHAVIOURAL
ISSUES.ALL WELCOME. DATE HAS BEEN ADDED BUT THERE
ARE ONLY TWO SPACES Are you having issues with your dog?
Anything ranging from destruction, aggression, separation issues, in fact
anything then this may be . There is a lot of speculation as to what an e-
collar is & what it can do. The usual response when it's mentioned is that they
are cruel & that your dog an electric shock the dog will then become "shut
down", the list goes on. I will I was very sceptica 1but having seen the results
that have not been managed other methods, they can orilybe seen as a positive
tool. Why not come along see the proof for yourself. There will be dogs there
with issues ranging from no also known as selective hearing!, to aggression
towards other dogs. This will the first time these dogs will have worn an e-collar so
you will be seeing how they right from the beginning. These problems limit the
owners as to where they can their dog & the amount of exercise the dog can
have. I'm sure we would all to let our dogs off the lead no matter where we take
them. These collars are also as freedom collars & that's exactly what they will



allow your dog to do. Please message me if you are interested for costs.]

• • • I • 1.:.11.

We believe it is imperative that regulations banning electronic training aids are
ani as a priority. To RSVP
@thekennelclub.org .•.•.•.•.-.•.•..•••••""'.

Kind regards,

Manager
The Kennel Club
****************************************************************** ••*
*

********************
*

***************************.******** ••******.**.** ••*••******.*****
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PS Minute
ADVICE FOR: NICOLA STU

2017/0034747 Respond by: 1911012017
Affairs Manager.The Kennel

Scottish Parliament
OVllarviillNl of Invitation and
ilU'J1811U8 profile:

Invitationto attend a ndtable discussionon
electronictraining ,.nllgra for dogs (also known by
many as "shock hosted by Maurice Golden
MSP.

The discussionwill chaired by Andrew White.
Presenter/Producer around Britain";and
attendedby MSPs known at this date), animal
welfare organi••anons,vets, dog behaviouristsand
academics.

The KennelClub The Scottish Kennel are
dog welfare ns who are mainly involved
in the breedingand standards of dogs (to
which there are a 'LI" II •.• "'" of negative aspectssuch
as breathing for some breeds of dogs);
and runthe Kennel ub Accredited Instructors
programme(KCAI). which instructorsfollow a
positiveand reward only training programme
to train potentialdog

The roundtableUI.,''''UI;:).,IUI is a lobbyingopportunity
for the KennelClub, the other animal welfare
groups, to give only side of a very emotive
subject.

The KennelClub TOIiClIWS a positive reinforcement
and reward based programme;and have
voiced their that the SG madethe
decisionto regulate, than ban, the use of
electronictraining This will provide them a
further opportunity share those views with MSPs.

I
It is unlikelythat trainjerswho use electronic collars
have been invitedto the event. If any these trainers
do attend it would aliW MSPs to hear a more
balancedview on th potential of these devices.



PS Minute

Scottish Government position

On 4 October 2016, the SG announced its intention
to introduce tough new laws to tightly control the use
of electronic training collars. This was reiterated in
the Programme for Government in September 2017.

Regulations will allow the beneficial use of high
quality training collars under supervision while
minimising the potential misuse of easily available
low quality devices; and will allow the continued use
of these collars when other training methods have
proven ineffective.

SG are working with electronic collar trainers and
manufacturers to develop an SVQ which will train
them to work in a more regulated way; and produce
welfare guidance which will be the basis of the new
regulations.

Officials will be present at the roundtable discussion
and will reinforce the commitment given by the
Scottish Government.

Please provide an overview of SG policy that the
event links to level and in bullet

Has another Minister been
asked to attend:
Main theme that the event

(Tick as many as apply)

• Explain new policy or a major policy shift
• Reinforce or illustrate existing policy
• Improve relations with stakeholders
• Encourage participation in consultation
• Recognisecontributionto policy implementation
• Announce funding
• Other (please specify):

Main message to
communicate:
Most appropriate type of
Ministerial in

Private Office view:



PS Minute

Communications Office view:
Comments:

Communications
Office contact:

Action Officer:

, ,j

;'~ ;
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

RE:BVA meeting with Roseanna CU"""nnn,,,,nn on 31 October - request for briefing
BVA Briefing - 31 October 2017 - training collars.doc<

•
Kind regards-
Animal Welfare Branch I PSpur I Saughton House I Broomhouse I Edinburgh I EHll 3XD

To:
CC: Voas AP (Andrew)
SUbJect: RE: BVA meeting wlth Roseanna CUnningham on 31 October

Apologies.

Please find enclosed an amended version - with updated quote BVA.

Cheers.-
To:
CC: B (Beverley); Voas AP (Andrew)
Subject: RE: BVA meeting With Roseanna Cunningham on 31 October request for briefing

Thanks ••

Please find enclosed a contribution on

1



Please do let me know if this is agreeable - if you wish it reformatted or edited etc , then do IPlease give me
a shout.

Kind regards,-
From:
Sent: 09 201714:14
To: Williams B (Beverley);

•••••••• voas S (Sheila); Gallego J (Jesus); Voas S (Sheila)
Subject: eVA meeting with Roseanna on 31 October - request for briefing

Dear all

the BVAon Tuesday 31 October. You provided me with
Scottish Dinner that should hopefully still be current

Roseanna Cunningham is meeting
briefing earlier in the year for the BVA
or not need much updating.

I am waiting for an agenda for the rn~Atirln but in the meantime, I have picked out the relevant
sections that will need to be included the briefing for Ms Cunningham.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Can I ask you to review the briefing provided for the BVA dinner and provide me with an
updated version by Friday 20 OC!tob.r? If you could also let me know of any other issues that
should be included in the briefing that be great. I might be back in touch to request further
briefing once I get an agenda for the ""'o'<:>~lr'l"I

Attached the link to the BVA dinner b

Thanks

•

•
Seaetary for the Environment, airnate Change and Land

-
2



Roseanna Cunningham, MSP cabinet Secretary for Environment,
2N.08 - St Andrews House - Regent Road - Edinburgh - EHl 306

[

Change and Land Reform

From:
Sent: 29 June 2017 13:54
To: ~ the Environment, Cllmat1!Change and Land
CC:~
Subject: RE: BVA/BVA SOOttishBranch request for a meeting with D,.,.",aI •••• ,•.••• Cunningham: 31 Oct or 1 Nov

Hi_
That's great news. Thanks so much for arranging it. We'll be in touch a nearer the time regarding an agenda and
names of attend~es.
Will be meeting be in the Scottish Parliament or at St Andrews House?
Best wishes-
Cc:
Subject: RE:BVA/BVA Scottish Branch request for a meeting with Cunningham: 31 Oct or 1 Nov

Hi_,

Was nice to speak to you on the phone just now.
I can confirm that we have now firmed up a meeting on the 1st October at 4pm.

Kind regards-
Assistant Private Secretary
Roseanna Cunningham, MSP Cabinet Secretary for Environment,
2N.08 • St Andrews House - Regent Road - Edinburgh - EH13DG

Change and Land Reform

3



Oear_

I
I am sorry but 1.4Spm on 1 November m be a bit difficult as the two officers who would be attending the
meeting with the Cabinet Secretary need to in london by S.OOpmthat day. I wonder if there's any chance of a
meeting during the morning of 1 first thing would be ideal..Or is there any possible time on the 31st

October?

Hopefully we can sort something out.

Best wishes

From:_BVA)
5ent: 23 June 201714:55

oear_
Many thanks. I'll confirm asap.
Best wishes-

for a meeting with Roseanna Cunningham: 31 Oct or 1 Nov

To:

Many thanks for getting in touch.
Ms Cunningham has availability on

Many thanks,-

On Behalf

nesday 1st November at 13:45, is that suitable?

Assistant Private Secretary
Roseanna Cunningham, MSP Cabinet ••••r-r••1"l>n' for Environment, Climate Change and land Reform
2N.08 - St Andrews House - Regent Road - inburgh - EHl 30G

From:
Sent: 23 June 2017 11:16
To: cabinet Secretary for the Environment,

4



Subject: FW: BVf4./BVASCottish Branch request for a meeting with ~nc:.~nl'" Cunningham: 31 Oct or 1 Nov
Importance: High

Sent: 23 June 2017 11:13
TO:~
Cc: Sheila Voas "!l!'!!!w.!i~~!!,&g~~;>; ~
Subject: BVA/BVA Scottish Branch request for a meeting with Rm:f'!31"1na

We're now making plans to hold a reception and briefing at the seemsa Parliament, 6pm-Bpm on Tuesday 31
October, to which the Cabinet Secretary will be invited; and we whether the Cabinet Secretary would be
available for a short meeting with us sometime during that day (31 or on the Wednesday (1 NOV).

I look forward to hearing you.

Best wishes-
7 Mansfield Street. London W1 G 9NQ
Media team: 020 7908 6340 or medla@bva.co.uk
Policy team: 020 7908 6370 or QOlicy@bva.co.uk
WWW.bva.CQ.uk
Follow us on Twitter @BrftlshVets www.twjtter.comlBr!tishYets

5
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Electronic training collars (Avers+ training aids,

Top lines I

I
• The First Minister made a commitment in the Programme for Government

2017/18 to tightly control the use of electronic dog training collars to allow
responsible use under supervision while minimising the potential for misuse.

• The Scottish Government understands there a different methods of training
dogs and consider these may be equally effe ive and valid as long as the
welfare of the animal is protected.

• The Scottish Government understands that good quality electronic collars can be
used at low settings without causing pain and su ring to the animal.

BVA Position

• Have concerns that the use of electronic training collars are open to potential
abuse and incorrect use of these devices have the potential to cause welfare and
training problems. Recommend positive reinforcement training methods.

• Have called for a complete ban on the sale and u e of static pulse training collars
(remote training and anti-bark collars) to help p otect animal welfare. Welfare
concerns include difficulty in accurately judging th level of electric pulse to apply
to a dog without causing unnecessary suffering.

• Note that there is a lack of research into other lectronic training collars (sonic,
vibration and spray) and recommend that furthe evidence is collected on their
use and effectiveness. Have called for a code 0 practice, as well as regulation
on the sale of these devices and manufacturer's instructions, to ensure that the
potential adverse effects of use are highlighted to I wners and consumers.

Background

• On 4 October 2016 the Cabinet Secretary for En ironment, Climate Change and
Land Reform announced that the Scottish Govern ent would be introducing strict
new regulations to tightly control the use of ele ronic training collars. It was
noted that that these devices can cause pain an suffering and, as such, would
only be permitted where other training methods h d proven ineffective and under
professional guidance only.

• The announcement followed a public consul tion which ran between 6
November 2015 and 29 January 2016, and rived 1032 responses. The
results were mixed - 44% of respondents were in favour of a ban on certain
devices; 5% sought stricter regulation; 10% were in favour of a mixture of a ban
and regulations; 9% favoured guidance or a stat ory welfare code; and 28% felt
that current legislation was sufficient.

• The regulations will be based on a code of practice drawn up in conjunction with
trainers and other stakeholders which will define how the different type of



electronic training collars can be used. The Code will also set out best practice
and minimum standards required when training with an electronic collar.

• Discussions have taken place with stakeholders from the pet industry I animal
training and animal welfare sectors. These discussions include the qualifications
required to become an approved trainer and the circumstances in which these
devices should be used.

• The Scottish Government would authorise qualified trainers to supervise the use
of electronic collars by pet owners. Authorised trainers would have a written
agreement with clients specifying the precise type of collar to be used and how it
should be used in their ollents" own circumstances. This should overcome
concerns about cheap sub-standard collars that give excessive or unreliable
stimuli.

• Discussions are on-going with electronic collar trainers and manufacturers on the
development of an accredited training programme and qualification.

• The possible involvement of veterinary professionals in approving the use of
devices was discussed with the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. They
have indicated that they would have little interest in being involved as do not
consider dog training to be an act of veterinary surgery.
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liliiii _
From:
Sent
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Voas AP (Andrew)
31 October 201713:16

RE:electronic training aids - invite to KC/SKC proposed event

Dear"

Could you confirm if any of the trainers who use electronic collars were invited to this event to
provide a balanced discussion?

Ms Cunningham is not planning to attend this meeting as fat as I am aware, but I will be happy to
give an update on the Scottish Government position towards the end.

Regards
Andrew

Andrew Voa. BVM&S MRCVS
Scottish Govemme_r· of Animal welfare.' Spur P I Saughton House I Broomhouse Drive I Edinburgh
I EH11 3XD/Tel: andrew.voas@gov.scot

To:
CC:VoasAP _
SUbject: RE: electronic training aids - Invite to KC/SKCproposed event.

Hello_

I hope you are well and we look forward to seeing you next week.

At the moment, attendance at the meeting looks to be better than expected and there are quite a few MSPswho
have said they will come along. Sometimes, I know other things come up and that they are then unable to, but given
this initial commitment, we wondered if perhaps the Minister would like to say a few words perhaps towards the
end of the meeting?

let me know if you think this would be appropriate.

You should have the delegate list as I Circulated this earlier today.

Many thanks

••
Sent: 09 August 201709:10
To:_
Cc: Andrew.Voas@gov.scot;~
SUbJect:electronic training aids - invite to KC/SKCproposed event.

Good morning,

1
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I refer to your email below to_ about a proposed event in the Scottish ParHament on 8 November 2017.

Ican advise.that both Andrew Voas and Iwould be available to attend. Iwill put a hold in our calendars.

Kind regards--
Animal Welfare Branch I PSpur ISaughton House IBroomhouse Drive I Edinburgh I EHll 3XD

Tel:_

From:
Sen~1714:21
To:~
Subject: electronic training aids - Invite to KCJSKC proposed event.

I hope you are well.

I just wanted to let you know that we are organising a round table event In the Scottish Parliament, on Weds 8th

November from 6pm-8pm. We are hoping to bring together vets, behavlourists, academics and welfare
organisations, as well as some MSPsto discuss the topic of electronic training aids.

We would very much like it if you were there.

A formal invite will follow, but I wanted to check availability at this stage.

Best wishes

~-public Affairs Manager
The Kennel Club

, .

.....•......... , " .
**********************************************************************

2



~------~------~~~----------
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject: E-collars - Meeting with trainers - 2S January 2017.

Tracking: Redpient

Vou AP (Andrew)

Read

Read: 06I02{2017 14:10

Andrew

Please find attac~ed a draft note of meeting. Ifear Imay have missed some points during the course of the meeting
but Ihope Ipick~d up on most of them.

Would welcome any changes to the note.

I have added some comments to the document - more as a reminder ft;tr me to action/speak to you about .at a later
date.

Thanks-
Animal Welfare ~ranch I P Spur ISaughton House I Broomhouse Drive I Edinburgh I EH113XD

Tel:

Electronk
Training Aillb - •••

1



Scottish Government - Animal Welfare Team

Dog "tri:linerslB,ehaviourist$ ra Electronic "training, O:ol~rs

Wednesday 2sth January 2017

11:00 -13':00

Attendees

veterinary Mviser, Animal Welfare Branch
Welfare Btanch

• E-collal"$ 'are seen as a negative tool however balanced trainers advi$$ that they are a
useful cornrnunicationtool when used with a balanced training prograriune (incorpdrating
positive training into the programme).

I
• Two mapr issues with e-coflars - bad devices which are freely available on the market;

and dog ~wners not having the correct knowledge or training availablel to use the collars
correctly.; .

Regulations i

, ;

• We1corntJthe Scottish Government's intentiOn to introdUce nagul$~onsito control the use
of e-<:ollars (electroniC training ooltars). ,

• Use of e-¢olJars should not be restticted to "last r'esorf use 0I'11y.Usetl.ll training device
when USEtdas part of a training programme.

• Should ofllybe used as part ofa ttafningloonditioni,ng progr:amme set &y the trainer.
Training programmes would be set fOr each individUal ®g. .

• Could t ' ers be held to account for any later incorrect use of a collar iby a client they
HOW could their use be monltQred outWith the training setting? Suggested

·'eCks coull:i be Undertaken by a professional dog training bQdy.
that the device/coRar itself could be regulated - for example the specification
rs being used - and possibly the trainer having control to wtjieh collar is used

by ea<:h QUant.



• Wording of regulations would have to be darefully conslde.red: they are firstly used as
Cdmmunication devices; aversilfe/punis~ntlnegative should be replaced with
unpleasant; and interruption of unwanted behaviOUr.

Association of Balanced Trainers and approv~ trainers

• Very few pr<Jfessionaldog training bodies [support the use of EHX>l1ars.(International
ASSOCiationof Canine Professionals (lAOif') )

• Indicated that they were fOrming a profes.nal body in Scotland "Association of
Balanced Trainers~ which supports the USfJ of e-collar training. Use e-collars as part of
a balanced training programme.

• Collars dan be used in two ways· (training ~nd conditioning; and treatment of behaviour
issues such as aggressiOn) and this Indi~tes that two levels of trainers may be required
(obedience training ana behavioural reconditioning).~-- - _.- - _ _- .

• Unregulated industry and no formally recqgnised training course or qua.lification for dog
trainers in Scotland. ,

• Advised of Lantta National OClCUJ)f.ltionalStandards (NOS) on Dog Ttaining and
BehaViour, and $<3 .intentiOnto indude '" !evel of training in regulations for "apPrOVed
trainer" within its Code of Practice fOr e-cQIlar training. The starting point for training
could be the Lantra NOS.

• Trainers to put forward suggestions to bei inclUded in respect of training required fOr an
approved trainer (induding training reqUired In the use of e-coIlars). ReqUire correct
procedures for training with e-collars

• Current e-oollar trainers may be reloctantto undertake a training programme to gain
qualifications if they are currently trainlnll!successfully With these devices. Would any
future course only be reql!lred by new trajners? Possibility that regulations could include
Grandfather Right$. f(>r current e-cOllar dQg trainers.

Code of Pragice

• Indicated tnat the RegulationS WQUldbe supported by a Code of Praotica (Code of ethios)
on the correct use of e-collars. :

• this will set out conditiOns for the use of touars including how they shOUldbe used;
minimum specifiC$tions of the collars itself; assessments by apptoved trainers before
recommendatiOn of an EHX>l1ar; the client befOre WhOwill
monitor the use of the ! ilii .r

• Any code of practice would require from stakeholders indudlng trainers. BVA,
BSAVAetc:

Boundary Fence or "Freedom FenS'" 8YslE!n)

• A small number of trainers indicated thatithey had ~rience of fr_dom fe~ systems.

Negative .Press



• Negative ftess around electronic ooIlars. R$lEIl'It coverage incb.lded att;~es in the Sun
and CouriE!r of gundog trainer who demonstrated use of &-collar on hi~.

• It was agr~d that PQ$itive press was required on balanced training Wit" eleotrol1ic
collars.

• When the Regulations are enforced there could perhaps be metjiailSOCi~1
how collars should be used COhreetJv.

•

• ro
cyber bullying over their use of electronic collars. Have asked is potential
for approved trainersto be protected against cyber-.Qullying in the new regulations.



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Categories:

-A couple of
Regards
Andrew

Voas AP (Andrew)
17:44

RE:Agenda for RCVScertification meejting on 1. March
PAPERFORRCVS- E-COLLARS.dooc;PAPER (2).docx

File

for the committee as discussed. I look fotward to seeing you on 1 March.,

-Yes this would be ideal for me and very helpful thanks. We will send some briefing papers in the
next few days.
Regards
Andrew

MRCVS
:nv,,,,mlm"',nt ~"=-t•••';nall'"UAdviser I Spur P I Saughton House I Brpomhouse Drive I Edinburgh I EH11 3XD I

andrew.voas@gov·scot I

Hi Andrew,

Many thanks,

Royal College
Belgravia House
62-64 Horseferry
London

in responding - we would greatly appreciate the chance to meet up with you after the main
these specific Issues relevant to the new Scottish legislation.

we set aside the hour following the meeting for thi, purpose (2.30-3.30pm)?

offer of providing some brief papers on these issues, ~hat would be really useful for the
sub-committee to have beforehand if possible (if we have ~eft you sufficient time to do that).

1



aBIl ••

SW1P2AF

Connect with us...

Dear_

arrangedby~tween
"~lrtiti,"Qtii\n sub-committeeon 1 March.Thereare a ~"IIJ"'"

I would liketo discussseparatelyand I wnlnn'~r

meeting.

The secondissuefollowsthe of our intehtionto introducenew legls~nonon
electronictrainingcollarsto permit use only underthe guidanceof a surgeonor an
approvedtrainer.This would apply to Ir~..,.'nTatrainingcollars,anti-barkcollarsand idden
boundaryfencedevicesusing pulses,soundor spraymechanisms. havestill to
developdetailedproposalsbut this raisequestionsaboutvets providing to owners
statingthat they haveagreedthe use a particulardevicefor the owners situationafter
other trainingmethodshave been or would be unsuitable,the ownerhas to use a
certaindesignof device in with a code of practiceand it is therefore to use
one- we are thinking in terms of a agreementbetweenthe ownerand the or approved
trainer to providea basisfor this.

I don't want to unnecessarilyextend meetingbut it would be useful if I could
the opportunityto discussthe committeesviews on these proposals.If so I could ""'''m.1"'!
of briefpapersexplainingthe beforehand.

Do you think this would be possible? would be very helpful if it couldbe

Regards
Andrew

Andrew Voa. BVM&S MRCVS
Sco~erinary Adviser IS
Tel:~

P I Saughton House I Broomhouse Drive I I EH11 3XD I

2
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scorn H GOVERNMENT PAPER FOR RCVS CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE

2017

NIC TRAINING COLLARS FOR PET ANIMALS

• Scotti h Ministers announced on 4 October 2016 that strict regulations would be
introd ced to tightly control the use of various electronic aids capable of causing pain or
avers ve sensations (I.e. static pulse, sonic or spray).

• Ther is evidence that these devices can cause suffering and through regulation they will
only e permitted when other training methods ha~e proven ineffective and under
profe sional guidance by an approved trainer or a veter'inary surgeon.

• The recise format and content of the regulations will be determined through further
discu sion with stakeholders from the pet industry, animal training and animal welfare
secto . These discussions will include qualifications required by an approved trainer
and t e method by which use of training collars by dog owners will be adequately
supe 'sed to ensure pet welfare.

• Initial discussions have taken place with trainers whb use these devices and further
discu sions with veterinary and animal welfare secto~ will be timetabled in the coming
mont s.

• The cottish Government consultation 'Potential controls or prohibition of electronic
traini g aids in Scotland' ran from 6 November 2015 until 29 January 2016, and attracted
1032 responses.

• Four ptions were proposed - Keep the status quo; I)evelop guidance or a statutory
wei re code; Develop regulations on use; and Ban the use.

• The sponses were independently analysed and a copy of the analysiS report can be
foun at https:llconsult.scotland.gov.uklanimal-welfare/!9lectronic-training-aidsl.

• Resu ts of consultation included: 44% in favour of a b~n on certain devices; 5% sought
strict r regulations; and 10% favoured a mixture of ~an and regulation. 9% favoured
guid ce or a statutory welfare code and 28% felt that current legislation was sufficient.

• We e currently considering if we can recognise an association of trainers in Scotland
who '11be able to supervise their clients' use of electtonic collars in future. We hope to
work with them to develop a code of practice for the use of collars, a trainer's training
mod Ie and an occupational qualification recognised by an external body, e.g a Scottish
Voca ional Qualification or the equivalent of the National Occupational Standard for dog
train rs recognised by LANTRA.

• Suita Iy qualified trainers or veterinary surgeons will be expected to have a written
ag ment with clients stating that they have received Iappropriate instruction, specifying
the i dividual make and model of collar to be used rnd the precise circumstances in

I



which it should be used. This ould be a development of the sort of form curre tly used
shown below and include an e ement to be signed by the approved trainer or a eterinary
surgeon.

• Electronic collars are availa e for remote training, anti-bark training or for use with
invisible boundary fence syst ms. Individual trainers or veterinary surgeons m wish to
permit the use of one or ore types of device, according to their own personal
knowledge and experience nd the suitability of the device for individu clients.
Veterinary surgeons who m not wish to become involved in remote trainin of dogs
might however consider pe itting clients to use boundary control systems fo dogs or
cats after suitable advice and iscussion.

SpecifiC ReVS advice is not be ng sought at this stage but the committee ma
be aware of what is being cons dered and we would be interested In any ob rvations
on the possible veterinary ce • cation questions that could arise.

I·:;'"
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Underta ng by client who purchases collar from trainer

M i Educator ET 300 % mile remote trainer " .

W acknowledge receipt of the remote trainer and confirm that it will only be used on
D 's Name as a training aid following the training plan for Name as set out in writing
a d on OVD by Trainers Name.

also confirm that we will at all times use the device responsibly and it will never
b used to punish Name or cause unnecessary discomfort. For the avoidance of
d ubt the remote trainer will not be used on any other animal or by any other person.

Underta Ing by client who owns e-collar and consults trainer on collar usa/training

I cknowledge that Ihave consulted Trainers Name! regarding the correct use of a
re ate training collar and confirm that it will only be iUsed on my dog Dog's Name by
m as a training device following Name's Training Wlanas set out in writing and on
o 0 by Trainers Name.

I Iso confirm that I will at all times use the device responsibly and it will never be
ed to punish Name or cause unnecessary discomfort. For the avoidance of doubt

th remote trainer will not be used on any other animal or by any other person.

',".
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

15:31

AU8chments:

FW: AGENDA - Scottish Government Meeting - Electronic training Collars -
Wednesday 25th January 2017
ABDT COC DRAFT.doce;ABDT COC for ecollars.doce

Animal Welfare Branch I P Spur ISaughton House I Broomhouse Drive I Edinburgh I EH11 3XD

For your Info

On 2017-03-10 09:30,~ wrote:-I have been in contact with~nd he is unable to attend a meeting in the
morning of 25 April.

I would be able to fit a meeting in later in the day and have moved the meeting to
13:00.

I hope this time is still suitable for you.

Kind regards-
1



Animal Welfare Branch I p Spur I Saughton House I Broomhouse Drive I Edinburgh I EH11
3XD
Tel:

Cc:
Subj Government Meeting - Electronic training Collars -
Wednesday 25th January 2017

Thank you for confirming. I have contacte~nd invited him to the
meeting also.

I would be grateful if you could send me a copy of the draft code of conduct ahead of
the meeting, and any training materials you may have from the ••••••••

Kind regards

I P Spur I Saughton House I Broomhouse D:r:iveI Edinburgh I EHll
3XD
Tel:

to

Government Meeting - Electronic training Collars -
25th January 2017

No problem that's a go all confirmed look forward to it

@gov.scot wrote:

I have discussed with Andrew and suggest that we hold a meeting on
April 2017 at 10:30 in Saughton House.

grateful if you could confirm the date and time with", and

2
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Branch I P Spur I Saughton House I Broomhouse Drive I
Edinb~
Tel:_

To:
Subj ish Government Meeting - Electronic
training Collars - Wednesday 25th January 2017

Thanks

I have spoke with them and we can make ourselves available when suits
you after 12th April. Just let me know when suits asap and I'll pass it
on

Many thanks

On 2017-03-07 12:2-Thank~il below and I can confirm that I am content for
both~o attend the meeting.

In order for us to find~ I would be grateful if you
could liaise with both~o find 3 or 4 dates, after
your holiday, which they would be able travel through to Edinburgh to
attend a meeting.

I will then look at timings which would suitable for us all.

Kind regards-
Branch I P Spur I Saughton House I Broomhouse Drive I

Edinb~
Tel:._._

ilto
Sent·
To:
Subject: RE: AGENDA - Scottish Government Meeting - Electronic
training Collars - Wednesday 25th January 2017Hi_

3



That sounds great. We have a code of conduct rough draft for you to
peruse and our next meeting.

There are 3 members of the board for the Association of Balanced Dog
Trainers whigh includes ••• III Would
both
be able to attend?

I spoke with
with ABDT and
of
weeks.

they are very keen to work
s further in the coming couple

When would be good to meet up?

I'm away on holiday from 24th March for 2 weeks. Apart from that I can
make myself free as can my colleagues.

Regards

On 2017-02-27 15:09
Dea~

.scot wrote:

Thank you for your email below. I think it would be useful if we have
a further meeting to be updated on the progress of the Association.

In order for the meeting to be beneficial to both the Association and
Scottish Government, it would be more productive to keep the number
of
meeting attendees to a minimum. I would be grateful if you could
nominate one other person to attend the meeting with you. I will
also
be extending an invitation a colleague.

You advised at the last meeting that you are a member o~and I
wondered if you had information on their training programmes.
Information on the structure of the programme offered (minimum
training requirements for trainers, number of hours experience (eg
150
brs), training logs etc) which a trainer is required to attain before
becoming a member of the Association might prove helpful.

It would also be good to have sight of the draft code of conduct
ahead
of the meeting (hopefully to take place in March).

Kind regards

Animal fare Branch I P Spur I Saughton House I Broomhouse Drive I
Edinb~
Tel:~

4



to

tish Government Meeting - Electronic
training Collars - Wednesday 25th January 20~7

Afternoon~nd Andrew. Just wanted to keep you updated to say
that the ~n is progressing well and are keen to meet with
you
guys again whenever suits you to move things forward. I have spoken
with
the president of th~and as a
number
of the world leading ecollar trainers.

All are keen to participate and are members of the Association of
Balanced Dog Trainers.

The~re keen to link the Associations together here in Scotland
and
I'm progressing with that as we speak.

We had a meeting yesterday and are finalising a draft code of conduct
and some other aspects that will be of interest to you.

I look forward to hearing from you

Kind regards

On 2017-01-19 06:- .scot wrote:

Please below topics that will be discussed at the meeting next week.

Agenda

1. Introductions
2. Approved Trainers
3. Training
4. Behaviour problems
5. Electronic training collars

Kind regards-
Welfare Branch I p Spur I Saughton House I Broomhouse Drive I

Edinb~Tel: _

5



to:

To:
Subject: Re: AGENDA - Scottish Government Meeting - Electronic
training Collars - Wednesday 25th Jan~ary 2017

Hey are yo~ able to resend the agenda in a different format I can't
open
it

On 2017-01-18 15:24
Dear all,

Please find attached a copy of the agenda for the meeting to be
held
in Sa~ghton Ho~se on Wednesday 25th Jan~ary 2017.

I wo~ld be grateful if you report to the Main Reception on arrival
at
Saughton House.

To note this meeting will allow us to gather further information on
how electronic collars are being used and the training programmes
currently in place.

Kind regards

I
Edinb~
Tel:~

I P Spur I Saughton Hou::;JeI Broomhouse Drive

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• tt******

---_ .•.--_ .._-----------
-----._------------_ ..•_---
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DRAFT DRAFT

ABDTCODE OF CONDUCT

Members of the public and in particular Dog Owning Citizens are the source of our
strength and influence as a Professional Organization. From the work and integrity of

our members and the services they provide. people will determine our reputation
and ability to make an impact upon our profession and the well being of dogs and
their owners. The obligation of members to those we represent and serve wfll best

be achieved through a common 'Code of Conduct to guide our professional business
practice. Therefore compliance with this Code of Conduct is a requirement for all

members.

Each Individual member of the Association of Balanced Dog Trainers shall:

1. Conduct his/her business in a professional manner, honestly and with trust and
respect.

2. Assist in maintaining the honor and reputation of the Association and their Profession
and avoid any form offraud, deception or impropriety.

3. Serve his/her client or customers competently and proficiently with proper care and
attention.

4. Use professional judgment on behalf of each client or customer without regard to
personal interests or interests of other clients or the desire of another person(s).

5. Not undertake any service or employment for which he/she is not competent.

6. Determine his/her ability to be of professional assistance to a client. Should the
expertise required fall outside the realm of the member's capability he/she shall seek

appropriate answers and/ or support, or refer out to a fellow professional with the
necessary experience and ability.



7. Continue to further his/her education and increase his/her knowledge, skills and
experience to stay current and be able to increase the well being of themselves, the

profession, clients, customers, dogs, the dog ownership community and other affiliated
bodies.

8. ABDT members may not seek to deprive any canine professional of his or her ability
to conduct his or her business by seeking to restrict or ban accepted and established

tools of the trade, or by seeking to restrict or ban accepted and established techniques
and practices within the industry through calls for boycotts, restrictions, bans, or other

actions designed to interfere with free marketplace participation of a canine professional
in his or her business. Accepted and established tools of the trade include, but are not
limited to, leashes, harnesses, training collars, slip collars, prong collars, head halters,

remote electronic collars, and electronic pet containment systems. Accepted and
established techniques and practices include, but are not limited to, those techniques

and practices described in published books, videos, and professional seminars. A
personal preference shall be allowed in the individual member's choice of methods,

equipment and techniques within their own practice.

9. Give his/her client an honest opinion when consulted, and avoid bold, confident and
false assurances to obtain employment, sales and/or status.

10. Not give false information to the Association. DOing so shall be considered grounds
for lifetime dismissal.

11. Accept that individual member's fees charged to the community shall be a matter
between the member and their client.

12. Conduct themselves in a business like and professional manner while maintaining
empathy and understanding for the needs of the client, customer and dog.

13. Use professional judgement and where it is considered of benefit to the client and/or
dog, engage in consultation with other professionals to seek advice and assistance. All

communications between professionals with regard to clients shall be responsible,
respectful. and effective while remaining confidential endeavouring to maintain the

confidentiality and integrity of the professional/Client relationship .

Any member who has been convicted in court of cruelty to dogs or inhumane treatment
of animals shall be terminated from the Association of Balanced Dog Trainers and all

privileges withdrawn.

DRAFT



DRAFT DRAFT

ABDT CODE OF CONDUCT REGARDING ELECTRONIC TRAINING DEVICES

We believe the best use of an electronic collar Is In any situation where It is beneficial to the safety
and or wellbeing to the dog and or owner.

The Code specifies the minimum stand.ards required when training a dog to the use of an
electronic collar. The wellbeing of the animal must be the first priority in any training program and

when using electronic collars on animals.

The Code and its provisions are to be observed by owners of dogs and by other people who may
work with a dog being trained to the use of an electronic collar (such as, approved dog trainers
and any other approved professional).

Electronic remote training, anti-bark and containment collars are tools used by balanced trainers
and owners to manage behaviour or to teach obedience training. The Code sets out the
principles that should be used when training a dog to wear an electronic collar including the
importance of enabling the animal to predict and control the stimulation.

The Code avoids detailed preScription of training programs as it recognises the wide variability in
dog behaviour and response to training and the need to enable the approved trainer overseeing
the introduction and use of the collar to determine the appropriate training program after expert
review of the animal and situation.

Legal requirements for electronic collar use
The Regulations set out a number of requirements for the use of .electronic collars on animals.
Unless those conditions are met electronic collars cannot be used on animals in Scotland.

A summary of some of the requirements of the regulations are detailed below:

• Electronic collars can be used on dogs for remote training, anti-barking or containment purposes
for containment purposes only; they cannot be used on any other species or on a dog under 6
months of age.

• Before an electronic collar can be used on a dog an approved trainer must first have assessed
the physical and psychological health of the dog and assessed the animal as suitable for the use
of an electronic collar.

• Once approval is given for use of an electronic collar on a dog the animal must be introduced to
the use of the collar in accordance with this Code and the collar must be used URder the direction
of the approved trainer.



• Use of remote training and anti-bark collars requires an ongoing review process by the approved
trainer within 6 months of first beginning use and then every 12 months after that first review.

• Collars must not be left on a dog for more than 12 hours in any 24 hour period.
If you are Intending to use an electronic collar on an animal it Is Important that you are
aware of the full conditions of use.

List of trusted ecollar suppliers

Ecollar Technologies

Dogtra

Aetertek

Garmin

Pac
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