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[redacted] 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Sent on behalf of Donna Bell 

Good afternoon 

[redacted] on behalf of National Improvement Framework 

24 August 2017 14:13 

john.edward@scis.org.uk 

Scottish National Standardised Assessments - Letter from Donna Bell to John 

Edward (SCIS) - 24 August 2017 

Please see attached letter on the Scottish National Standardised Assessments. 

Regards, 

Donna Bell 

Deputy Director 

Learning Directorate 

Scottish Government 

Letter to SCIS

launch of SNS ... 
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Buidheann-Stiuiridh an lonnsachaidh 
Learning Directorate 

F/T: 0131-244 0742 
E: Donna.Bell@gov.scot 

24 August 2017 

Scottish Council of Independent Schools 

Dear John 

Scottish National Standardised Assessments (SNSA) 

Scottish Government 
Riaghaltas na h-Alba 
gov.scot 

I wrote to you on 11 August 2017 to advise you that as part of the ongoing 
implementation of the National Improvement Framework (NIF), the Scottish National 
Standardised Assessments (SNSA) would launch this week. 

I am delighted to confirm that the SNSA go live today. As you know, we carried out 
an extensive programme of development, engagement and trialling of these 
assessments. The constructive and positive feedback, which we incorporated into 
the final product, has resulted in a bespoke, high quality standardised assessment 
product aligned to Curriculum for Excellence. General information about the SNSA 
can be found at : standardisedassessment.gov.scot 

The Assessment of Children's Progress driver of improvement captures a range of 
evidence about what children learn and achieve throughout their education. It 
emphasises that the effective use of data for improvement is essential for delivering 
our shared ambition of raising attainment, improving health and wellbeing and 
closing the poverty related attainment. 

I am grateful for your ongoing interest in the NIF and the SNSA project and I look 
forward to our continued partnership working on these key issues. 

Donna Bell 
Deputy Director 
Learning Directorate 

Yours sincerely



25 August 2017 

Derek Mackay MSP 

Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Constitution 

The Scottish Government 

St. Andrew's House, Regent Road 

Edinburgh 

EHl 3DG 

J<,tA[ Ct hc,Ui f ),, if'.{// 

Barclay Review of Business Rates 

3 0 AUG 2017 

Received 

scis 
SCO'f'TiSH COUNCft•if 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 

In advance of the Scottish Government forming its response to the recent Review of Business 

Rates, the schools and staff in the independent sector are very concerned that the Report 

contains some fundamental misunderstandings and discrepancies. We would welcome the 

opportunity to address these with you and your staff at the first opportunity, as they form the 

premise for proposals which would - through unintended consequences - have a significant 

detrimental effect on the sector and the educational profile of Scotland as a whole. On this 

Issue, as in all others facing Scotland's schools, teachers and young people, the independent 

sector is determined to work together to be part of any solution, alongside partners in 

government, parliament, education bodies, regulators and beyond. 

Ours is a sector that has sought to compete nationally and globally throughout a period of 

recession, the pressures on public and private sector employment, curriculum and qualification 

reform, and still faces the uncertainties of the UK's departure from the European Union. We are 

well aware that the Review contains mixed news for a range of sectors. SCIS had the opportunity 

to give evidence in person to the Review Group, on 6 March and provide additional written detail 

in support, but it does appear that independent schools have been singled out with no 

supporting justification (schools constitute 0.7% of the bodies awarded rates relief in Scotland.). 

Review findings 

In his Introduction to the Report, Mr Barclay states that the proposals " ... are not about penalising 

particular sectors. They are about removing anomalies, creating. a level playing field and reducing 

avoidance." However, the Report goes on to treat one group of educational registered charities 

differently from all others, create a new anomaly in charity law interpretation, and to tilt the 

playing field away from Scotland's schools. Further still, they will have the opposite effect for our 

world-leading sector from that stated as providing "competitive advantage In growing existing 

businesses and attracting new business". 

61 Dublin Street, Edinburgh, EH3 6NL, Scotland 

) 0131 556 2316 f21 office@scis.org.uk (',!! www.scls.org.uk 



Charitable status and public benefit 

Section 4.120 states that independent schools will "st/// retain charitable status and ather 

benefits w/11 continue to flow to them from that status." Any of our schools would emphasise 

that the importance of charitable status is that it reflects the historic ethos and purpose of the 

institutions and, in some cases, the legacy of their founder. However, as mandatory non

domestic rates relief constitutes the most significant impact on school costs, the integrity of that 

status would be questioned- especially when the stringent public benefit test is considered. 

Relief to charities is currently based on registration with the independent Office of the Scottish 

Charity Regulator (OSCR), under the terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 

2005. All schools registered as charities and in membership of SCIS have undertaken the rigorous 

charity test required by OSCR which ensures schools match the sole purpose of "the 

advancement of education" and provide public benefit in achieving those purposes. That test 

was a specific requirement of the 2005 Act, placed upon independent schools by the Scottish 

Parliament, and there is no equivalent test in statute for independent schools elsewhere In the 

United Kingdom or further afield. The test has been applied rigorously and has seen means

tested fee assistance, primarily in 60-100% bursaries, more than triple In value since its 

Introduction. 

Out of 24,230 registered charities in Scotland, independent schools in membership of SCIS 

number fewer than 60, or c.0.3% of the charity sector in Scotland. No other group has been 

subject to such intense scrutiny by OSCR. On this basis, recognising that relief is offered to the 

private, public or third sector and given the substantial range of other fee-charging charities in 

Scotland, schools see no reason for them to be treated separately from any of the other charities 

registered with OSCR. The Report recognises in 4.126 that "the vast majority of OSCR registered 

charities will see no change fram this reform" and yet creates a clear anomaly both within 

Scotland, and In the competitive world of independent education, including boarding, beyond. 

We would be grateful for the Scottish Government's view on that change, In light of the 

repeated view, most recently to the Scottish Parliaments Petitions Committee in 2015, that: 

"The charity test, in particular the public interest test, sets a relatively high threshold that 

charities must meet. In particular, regard must be to the benefit or dis-benefit incurred or likely 

to be incurred by the public and whether any condition on obtaining that benefit (including any 

charge or fee) is unduly restrictive. As long as this test commands public confidence, qualifying 

independent schools will maintain charitable status. "1 

Independent schools and other educational charities 

As the papers of the Review itself make clear, schools are by no means the major recipient of 

mandatory non-domestic rates relief among registered charities, even those whose charitable 

purpose is to "advance education". Unlike the independent sector, which operates at no cost to 

1 
http://www.parliament.scot/Gettinglnvolved/Petitlons/charitablestatus 
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generate £29.8 million in export earnings, as well as to families attracted by day school education 

choices as part of individual relocation plans. 

Given the Report's stated aim of seeking revenue for the Scottish economy, it should be noted 

that an independent economic impact report3 (enclosed) found that that independent schools: 

• generated £455.7 million Gross Value Added for the Scottish economy

• made a direct contribution to the Scottish economy of£ 301 million

• supported around 10,600 jobs in 2015

• generated £246.6 million for the public exchequer - equivalent to £102 per household in

Scotland.

A common misconception is that the independent sector in some way costs the state money or 

receives financial support - neither of which is accurate. The same study noted that by applying 

government cost estimates to the number of pupils who would otherwise be educated in state 

schools, it was possible to estimate that in 2015 SCIS members generated a total cost saving to 

the Scottish education system of £156 million. 

In the case of independent schools in Scotland, the advancement of education is palpably and 

demonstrably being delivered, while they are rightly tested for their public benefit provisions. 

The Review singles the schools out for differential treatment on questionable grounds, open to 

legal interpretation and contrary to the promotion of growth in Scotland. The independent 

sector is willing to work with the Government, state-maintained schools and public bodies to 

advance Scottish education as a whole- and we look forward to hearing from you. 

John Edward 

Director, Scottish Council of Independent Schools 

john@scis.org.uk 

cc: John Swinney MSP, Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education & Skills 

3 http://www.scis.org .uk/facts-and-figu res/econ om le-impact-report/ 
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[redacted]



From:

Sent:
[redacted] [mailto:[redacted]@scis.orq.uk]

0
To:

2 

29

Dear [redacted]
Thank you for taking the time to read and respond. I can answer the first question easily, I think. Any 
suppmi would be welcomed. In patiicular, I remain mindful of colleagues in small schools, 
grantmaintained and ASN who may not be in a position to have the financial support of the school or the 
personal means to fund the qualification. If appropriate, [redacted] may respond on the issue smrnunding 
development funds: this is not within my realm. 
Regarding question two .. We have talked about a number of phases and floated the idea that in due course 
the Programme could be tailored for new entrants - not a TeachFirst model, but a dedicated Scottish 
option. I will leave [redacted] to respond to the question of beyond the sector. All I would say is that 3 
colleagues from SCIS (myself plus 2 teachers) will have no problem in the work being shared/developed as 
[redacted] and her colleagues deem appropriate. 
Hope this is helpful. 
Best wishes 
[redacted]

Sent from my iPad 

On 20 Sep 2017, at 12:41 pm, 

 

"[redacted]@gov.scot" <[redacted]@gov.scot> wrote: 

20 September 2017 17:20
[redacted]@gov.scot

Subject: Teaching Qualification (SCIS/UHI)
Cc: [redacted]; [redacted]; [redacted]@uhi.ac.uk
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Look forward to hearing from you

[redacted]

[redacted]
Scottish Government 
Learning Directorate: People and Leadership 
Tel: 0131 244[redacted]

www.engageforeducation.org 

From: [redacted][mailto:[redacted]@scis.org.uk] 
Sent: 15 September 2017 16:52 
To: Roy D (David) 
Subject: Fwd: Teaching Qualification 

Dear [redacted]
Briefing paper attached. 
Best wishes 
[redacted]




