
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

From: Hyslop F (Fiona), MSP [mailto:Fiona.Hyslop.msp@parliament.scot] 

Sent: 15 March 2017 09:45 

To: Cabinet Secretary for Culture, Tourism and External Affairs 

Subject: FW: Culture Minister, MSP, Pentland Studios Project 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Patricia Hughes [mailto:patriciamhughes@icloud.com] 

Sent: 14 March 2017 10:51 

To: Hyslop F (Fiona), MSP <Fiona.Hyslop.msp@parliament.scot> 

Subject: Culture Minister, MSP, Pentland Studios Project 

Dear Ms Hyslop, 

I have worked in the field of Culture all my life and have been a conservator for the 

National Trust for Scotland amongst other conservation jobs. 

I have been following the debate of the plans for a film studio opposite Ikea at 

Straiton, land which has previously been mined and was green belt but no longer, and 

is desired by Midlothian council. 

It is beyond belief that the consultation on the Pentland Studios project is still 

undecided, despite the elderly tenant farmer having been offered legal documentation 

to live in his farmhouse until his death plus being given alternative fields and 

compensation if he agrees to the plans. The biomass plant, if a real project for the 

Studios, could be denied but to not accept this brilliant project bringing so very many 

jobs to central Scotland at this time without using public funds would be insane and 

give credibility to the claims of incompetence of the SNP governance. The Film 

School and Digital Hub working with Napier is commendable. 

My godson, educated first at school in Edinburgh works as a Story Developer in 

Hollywood. His partner is Sarah Shechter, ex Warner executive CEO of the company 

who make Supergirl and many other programs for Netflix. They are both very 

enthusiastic about this project and would consider using this studio. I know several 

Scots working in Hollywood and film who would love to come home and make this a 

success particularly as these plans are the best on offer. 

The developers are now considering withdrawing and taking their funding to another 

country easier to work with because of all the filibustering from the Greens ( this land 

is going to be built on whatever happens). 

As someone who loves Scotland and has supported our heritage against personal 

interest my whole life I do not want to find myself campaigning against indyref2 on 

the grounds of total incompetence with regard to culture by the SNP, 

Regards, 

Patricia Hughes, Conservator retired. 

Sent from my iPad 

********************************************************************* 
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