SCOTTISH CABINET

~ CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM: EDUCATION:
TUITION FEES AND CROSS BORDER FLOW

PAPER BY THE CABINET SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND™
LIFELONG LLEARNING

Purpose

1. Cabinet is invited to agree my preferred policy ap |

Background

2. We have a manifesto commitment in
Education free for Scottish students. [REDA

3. [REDACTED]

students are not currently clas
Government is not obliged to treg

4. The introduction
us to maintain a hea

s noted in Paragraph 9, EU law requires EU students to have the
same right of access to education as Scottish students. This remains the
, case unless a difference in treatment can be “objectively justified” (i.e. it can
pe proven that the conditions are necessary to attain a legitimate aim and are
proportionate). This means Member States can - in certain circumstances -




- offer different entitiements to students normally resident in one Member State
to students normally resident in other Member States.

[REDACTED]
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[REDACTED]




| White Paper: We believe that in an independént Scofland it will be possible foran |~

objective justification for this charging regime to be established. On that basis, we
consider that retention of tuition fees for students, based on residence in the rest of
the UK, is an appropriate and necessary measure to ensure Scottish domiciled
students continue to have access to higher education opportunities. [Page199]

[REDACTED] ™~~~

It is the imposition of fees in England that has created an issue - this is the

fairest solution

e The UK Govt decision to impose tuition fees of up to £27,000 south of the border
created a big financial incentive for students from the rest of the UK to study in
Scotland.

e Our policy recognises the need to maintain the current mix of students from
different parts of the UK while ensuring that Scottish domiciled students have the
opportunity to study in Scotland.

¢ We have taken action to ensure Scotland’s universities can charge UK students
no more than the maximum annual fee they could be charged to study elsewhere

_ inthe UK. | - |

o |f the UK Government change their funding policy and return to a system based
on the ability to learn not the ability to pay, we will review charging arrangements.

[REDACTED]




TUITION FEE ?‘OUGY (5 oﬂand s Future questions ]9449 451 )

[REDACTED]

Would Scoﬂand sml c:harge stucfents from the rest of the UK tuition fees‘?

Yes. The divergence in funding po!&cy between Scotland and England and the resulting
disparity in the cost of a university education creates a huge financial incentive for students
from England fo study in Scotland. In that context, and to ensure Scottish students remain
able to study at Scottish Higher Education institutions, we propose maintaining the status
qtio by continuing our policy of allowing Scotlish Higher Education Institulions to set their
own anhtial tuition fees for students from the rest of the UK at a rate no hlgher than the
maximum annual tuition fee rale chalgeabie to such students by universitias in the rest of

the UK.

[REDACTED]




