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Burns PD (Phil)

From:

Sent: 25 February 2014 14:14

To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment

Cc: Voas AP (Andrew); ; Communications
Greener;

Subject: RE: MACCS 2014/0000732 - Accepting tail docking petition from Scottish

Gamekeepers Association

Please find briefing attached for this event.

Tail docking
BRIEFING.docx

Regards,

Scottish Government
Rural and Environment Directorate \
Animal Health and Welfare Division \
P Spur
Saughton House
Broomhouse Dri
Edinburgh
EH11 3XD

www.scotland.gov.uk

In 2014 Scotland Welcomes the World !
To find out more click here




From: On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment
Sent: 24 February 2014 09:31 \

H ; Cabinet Secretary f?r Rural Affairs and the Environment; Communications Greener;
Cc: Voas AP (Andrew);

*)
Subject: RE: MACCS 2014/0000732 - Accepting tail docking petition from Scottish Gamekeepers Association

1 to 2 page brief is fine.

From: |
Sent: 21 February 2014 11:06 ‘
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment; Communications Greener;_
Cc: Voas AP (Andrew); )

Subject: RE: MACCS 2014/0000732 - Accepting tail docking petition from Scottish Gamekeepers Asspciation

i |
’

I can pull together light policy briefing based around Andrew’s recent submission on Monday.
How long are you looking for? 1 page? 2 pages?

Thanks

Regards,

Scottish Government

Rural and Environment Directorate
Animal Health and Welfare Division
P Spur

Saughton House

Broomhouse Drive

Edinburgh

EH11 3XD
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From: On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment

Sent: 20 February 2014 11:24 ‘

To: ; Communications Greener; || BBll}; Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the
Environment

Cc: Voas AP (Andrew); [
Subject: MACCS 2014/0000732 - Accepting tail docking petition from Scottish Gamekeepers Association

Guys,

Just to let you know that Cab Sec Really has accepted this engagement, time has been firmed up
in the diary and a calendar request sent out.

- Cab Sec will just need a really light briefing for this as he read Andrew’s recent submission,
so he’'ll be pretty up to speed. Think the intention is to present either out the front of parliament, or
in the Main Hall —

Any questions, happy to discuss.

Thanks,

Assistant Private Secretary (Correspondence)

Richard Lochhead MSP
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment

Mail: 1N.08-09 | St Andrews House | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG




BRIEFING — TAIL DOCKING

il docking involves the amputation of puppies’ tails between two and five days
. The length of tail removed varies between and within breeds. Only vets are

il docking of all dogs was banned in Scotland in 2007 after considerable
consultation:

March 2004 - outline proposals on new animal welfare legislation first issued
May 2005 - draft Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Bill published
October 2006 - draft Regulations (The Prohibited Procedures (Exemptions)
(Scotland) Regulations) consuited on.

e Itis also banned in England, Wales and Northem Ireland, but exemptions are
allowed for working dogs of various breeds. Fleld sports interests in Scotland
campaigned for exemptions for dogs used for shooting or pest control in
Scptland.

¢ The Scottish Government agreed that if evidencc‘g came to light that suggests that
the ban compromises the welfare of dogs, we would review the position.

e Tolthat end, we helped fund research by the Royal Veterinary College and Bristol
Unijversity during 2008 and 2009. The project could not obtain sufficient data to
address whether un-docked working dogs of particular breeds have a higher
incidence of tail injuries than non-working dogs and did not provide sufficient
evidence to warrant amendment of the Scottish Ieglslatlon

Glasgow Research |

e The Scottish Government commissioned a further research project from the
University of Glasgow in 2011, to examine the incidence of tail injuries in working
dogs in Scotland, specifically spaniels, hunt point retrievers and terriers.

¢ The steering group included those in favour of docking (Scottish Gamekeepers
Association, British Association for Shooting and “Conservation, Scottish
Countryside Alliance) and those against (British Veterinary Association, Royal
College of Veterinary Surgeons, British Small Animal Veterinary Association).

¢ This research has now been completed and two papers have been submitted to
the Veterinary Record, on:

A survey of over 1000 owners of working dogs in Scotland that asked

them to report injuries that had been caused in the 2010/11 shooting

season.



o Investigation of records of treatments of tail injuries in working dog breeds
at veterinary practices\across Scotland (not necessarily dogs that had
actually been used for working).

o Key findings:
o Over 50% of undocked working spaniels were reported to have suffered a
tail injury of some sort.
o Docking Hunt Point Retrievers (HPR) and spaniels by one third would
significantly decrease the risk of tail injury sustained while working in these
breeds.
o The number of puppies that would need to be docked to prevent one tail
injury in these breeds was estimated to be somewhere between two and
18 dogs, depending on the number of puppies from a litter that go on to be
used for shooting.

Significance

e The research findings could be used to justify a change in the legislation to allow
vets to dock spaniel and HPR pups by one third if they believe that they are likely
to be used for working in future and that the pain of docking a pup is outweighed
by the possible avoidance of|injuries later in life.

¢ The research does not justify docking by more than one third and does nat justify
docking terriers or other breeds.

Views
¢ This possible change in the legislation would be welcomed by SGA, SCA, BASC,

although they may suggest that any exemption should also include terriers as it
does elsewhere.

e RCVS, BVA, BSAVA and animal welfare groups such as SSPCA, Dogs Trust and

Onekind are officially opposed to tail docking at present.

Next steps

¢ Given the strength of feeling on both sides, it is vital that the research is properly
peer reviewed and deemed sufficiently robust for the Veterinary Record to
publish before the Scottish Government decides on further action on tail docking.
We have no control over scientific journal processes but understand that the
papers should be published in the next few weeks.

e A change to the legislation could be achieved by an amendment to the Prohibited
Procedures on Protected Animals (Exemptions) (Scotland) Regulations 2010. As
this was made under the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006, there is
a requirement to consult those representing relevant interests.
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Burns PD (Phil)

From: .

Sent: 14 March 2014 14:24

To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Food and the Environment

Cc: I Communications Greener; Pryce JM (Jonathan); DG Enterprise,
Environment & Innovation; Voas AP (Andrew); Voas S (Sheila); ||| GGk

Subject: Potential exemption to ban on tail docking for working dogs - meeting with officials

12 March 2014

Dear Cabinet Secretary,

| thought it would be useful to summarise the action points from our meeting on Wednesday. Our
understanding is that:

e Once the papers are published a letter should issue from you to those that have written to
you over the last few months updating them on progress.

o Officials should set up meetings between officials and key stakeholders to discuss their
views on the research

¢ Once views have been collated and considered, you will make a decision on whether a
review of the legislation is required. A key factor in making this decision will be whether any
of the key stakeholders have been convinced sufficiently by the research to change their
anti-exemption position.

o A SCANCE note is required for Cabinet for the week of publication.

Regards,

*

Scottish Government

Rural and Environment Directorate
Animal Health and Welfare Division
P Spur
Saughton House
Broomhouse|Drive
Edinburgh
EH11 3XD

www.scotland.gov.uk
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u for your letter dated 29 January 2014, on behalf of your constituent

g the tai

e aware, in 2011 the Scottish Government commissioned a research project from
rsity of Glasgow examining the incidence of tail injuries in working dogs in
specifically in relation to spaniels, hunt poqnt retrievers and terriers. The project
been completed and scientific papers have been submitted to the Veterinary

r peer review and publication.

we have not been informed of a definite date yet, we expect these papers to be
soon. Once the research has been deemed robust and published, we will

2 to review the legislation on tail docking of wTrking dogs in Scotland.

f communication, representatives of the Scoftish Countryside Alliance, the Scottish
pers Association and the British Association of Shooting and Conservation
were on the steering group for the Glasgow project and are fully aware of the
that research and the contents of the papers 'submitted.

you may be aware, on 26 February 2014 | met with the Scottish Gamekeepers
n to receive a petition from them calling for an exemption to the ban for working
> also had a brief discussion to update them on the current position.

Taigh Naon}lh Anndrais, Rathad Regent, DUn Eideann EH1 3DG
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| hope that this information is useful to you.

RICHARD LOCHHEAD

Taigh Naomh Anndrais, Rathad Regent, DUn Eideann EH1 3DG
St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG
www.scotiand.gov.uk
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Mr Richard Lochhead MSP

Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs & Environment
St Andrew’s| House

Regent Road
Edinburgh
EH13DG

Our Rer: N

l/01/2014
Dear Richard,

I refer to my
on tail docki
working dogs

abovementioned consttuent who visited my office in Inverurie this week secking information
legislation and whether the Scottish Government is reconsidering exemptions in the case of

My office staff explained to [} that the issue would be reviewed in light of the commissioned research
from the University of Glasgow, of which the constituent was not fully aware. I would be very grateful,
thereby, if you could provide information on when this research will be published and how the Scottish
Government will subsequently seek to take its conclusions forward.

Furthermore, I would be grateful if you could outline how the Scottish Government’s approach to these
matters is bejng communicated to those living and working in rural communities and to the Scottish
gamekeeping lobby, particularly in the North East.

I look forward to your response.

76,,% /4. Sette t |
31 JAN 20

d, s ‘.

Received
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Alex Salmond MSP

84 NORTH STREKT, INVERURIE

ABBERDEENSHIRE, ABS1 40X, TH
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Ar faidhie/Our ref:  2014/0004142
March 2014

Thank you for your correspondence of 28 January 2014 to Richard Lochhead MSP, Cabinet
Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment, regarding the British Association for
Shooting and Conservation asking for a meeting to discuss if the ban on the docking of
working dogs’ tails should be overturned in Scotiand.

Mr Lochhead would be wiling to meet with yourself and representatives of British
Association for Shooting and Conservation. Although we have not been informed of a
definite date yet, we expect these papers to be published soon. Ycu may wish to arrange the
meeting once this report has been published in the Veterinary Record.

| would be grateful if vou could contact [ qBl)} Mr Lochhead's Diary Secretary, by
email ath 1o make the necessary arrangements.
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Sent: anuary 0:08:11

To: Ministerial Correspondence Unit
Subject: FW: Tail docking - BASC Scotland
For maccs please

!eputy !rlvate Secretary - Richard Lochhead MSP

Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment

ent: anuary :
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment
Subject: FW: Tail docking - BASC Scotland
Dear Richard,

I received a copy of the attached email from_ sent to you on the 27th
January.

Further to our meeting which took place a couple of years ago with the SGA I would
be grateful to receive an update and meeting in order to see how progress can now be
made.

I would attend in my constituency hat, but also with regard to the role that field sports
play in tourism and enterprise.

Kind regards,

Fergus Ewing MSP
Inverness and Nairn

!en!: Hon!ay, !anuary !!, !M! !!! !H

To: Lochhead R (Richard), MSP
Cc: Ewing F (Fer SP:

ubject: Tail docking - cotlan
Dear Richard,

We are receiving lots of enquirigs from our members asking for a progress update on
tail docking. When myself and -SGA) met with you and Fergus over 3



years ago we were assured that further research and publication would be completed
within a strict time frame. We are disappointed that once again there have been
unacceptable delays in the research being published in the Veterinary Record and for
the new research to be considered by the Government. This is a big welfare issue for
working dogs that needs to be addressed urgently.

Over 6 months ago you responded to a written question stating that the research
would be available in the near future;

Question S4W-15834: Alex Fergusson, Galloway and West Dumfries, Scottish
Conservative and Unionist Party, Date Lodged: 21/06/2013

To ask the Scottish Government when the findings of the research it commissioned
from the University of Glasgow into the incidence of tail injuries in working dogs will
be published.

Answered by Richard Lochhead (28/06/2013):

The research commissioned from the University of Glasgow in 2011 has now been
completed. Drafts of the two papers intended for submission are currently being
considered by the project steering group, which includes representatives from the
Scottish Gamekeepers Association and the British Association for Shooting and
Conservation. It is expected that the papers will be submitted for publication by the
researchers in the near future.

Current Status: Answered by Richard Lochhead on 28/06/2013

Could you please provide an update on when the Government will be considering this
research and when you expect it to be published in the Veterinary Record.

Yours faithfully,

ll

ress and Policy Officer
The British Association for Shooting and Conservation

Trochry
Dunkeld

o=
T
00
=
g
~<

Email:
Website: www.basc.org.uk<http://www.basc.org.uk>
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Dear John

Thank you for your email on behalf of your constituents _
oncerning the practice of tail docking in working dogs.

The decision to ban the tail docking of all dogs in Scotland was not taken lightly. The issue

was the subject of considerable consultation in March 2004, when outline proposals on new

animal welfare legislation were first issued, and again in May 2005 when the draft Animal

Health and Welfare (Scotland) Bill (the Bill) was published. This issue attracted the most

comments and responses. Strong views were held by both sides, and robust arguments

were presented for and against tail docking for all dogs, and whether any exception shouid
be made for working dogs.

However, the Scottish Government did agree to review the ban should evidence come to
light that it was having a detrimental welfare impact.

You may be aware that, in 2011, the Scottish Government commissioned a research project
from the University of Glasgow examining the incidence of tail injuries in working dogs in
Scotiand, specifically in relation to spaniels, hunt point retrievers and terriers. The project
has now been completed and scientific papers have been submitted to the Veterinary
Record for peer review and publication.

Although we have not been informed of a definite date yet, we expect these papers to be
published soon.

/Once. ..
Taigh Naomh Anndrais, Rathad Regent, Dun Eideann EH1 3DG | { ’ "3 oot
St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG e RWVE N
ISATST KN 1O 1 "’4“"

www scotiand.gov.uk
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Once the research has been deemed robust and published, we will consider undertaking a
review of the legisiation on tail docking of warking Dogs in Scotland.

in addition you may be aware; on 26 February 2014 | met with the Scottish ' Gamekeepers
Association to receive a petition from them calling for an exemption to the ban for working
dogs. We also had a brief discussion to update them on the current position.

| hope this information is useful to you.

|
|
lhidont Ldld
RICHARD LOCHHEAD
Taigh Naomh Anndrais, Fathad Regent, Dun Eideann EH1 3DG 4 % S o
St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG y,_ ¢ & ‘.~°‘ é‘v’
www scotland.gov.uk R
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Sent: 31 January 2014 15:34:01

To: W

Subject: 0 Richard Lochhea re tail docking of working dogs

Richard Lochhead MSP
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs
Scottish Government

BY EMAIL
January 2014

Dear Richard

They have a very well
rial Champions. They breed

m and their family run the

own and highly successful business producing Fie
onking dogs including spaniels.

The ban on the docking of working dogs in Scotland has a very detrimental impact on

their business and, indeed, on working dogs, who can suffer greatly if their tails are
not docked.

would like to see the regulations allowing this procedure to take
place when dogs are used in the field to be brought into line with the rest of the UK. I
hope that this is something that the Scottish Government will consider. I would
welcome a note of the correct position.

Kind regards.

Yours sincerely

John Lamont MSP
Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire
Scottish Conservatives
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Thank you for your letter dated 26 February 2014, regarding the publication of the research
project fron} the University of Giasgow examining the incidence of tail injuries in working
dogs in Scotland.

The project has indeed been completed and scientific papers have been submitted to the
Veterinary Record for peer review and publication. Although we have not been informed of a
definite date yet. we expect these papers to be published soon.

The Scottish Government has no control over the timing of publication in academic journals,
or of the publication process; however, it is important that we await this review to ensure that
the research is robust before considering any further steps.

In addition you may be aware; on 26 February 2014 | met with the Scottish Gamekeepers
Association to receive a petition from them calling for an exemption to the ban for working
dogs. We also had a brief discussion to update them on the current position.

I hope this is helpful.

T

RICHARD LOCHHEAD

Taigh Naomh Anndrais, Rathad Regent, DUn Eideann EH1 30G { "’} S
St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG | Y 2’\/\‘{-‘ )
WWW.SCOtland.EOV .Uk IR TR ALY RIS 714"
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Sent: ebruary :25:40

To Ministerial Correspondence Unit
Subject: FW: Tail Docking - study carried out by Glasgow university vet school

ACCS

Priyate ecretary to Richard Lochhead MSP
abinet Se rv for Rural Affairs and the Env1ronmemt

From:

ent: 26 February 2014 15:06

To:1Cabinet Secretarv for Rural Af{fairs and the Environmen
Cc;
Subject: Tail Docking - study carried out by Glasgow university vet schoo

Dear Cabinet Secretary,

I understand that the Scottish Government promised to ‘publish the findings of the
study carried out by Glasgow University Vet School into tail damage of undocked
working dogs.

I believe this study was completed and due for publication in June 2013. To this date
nothing has been released despite repeated requests from various bodies.

I have received correspondence regarding this report from a constituent and I would
be grateful if you could inform me when the study will be published so I can respond
accordingly.

I would also appreciate if you could provide the reasons for the delay in publication.
I'look forward to your response.

Yours sincerely

[Bluesig]
Duncan McNeil

From the Office of Duncan McNeil MSP
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Dear Fergus

Thank you for your correspondence of 7 March 2014 regarding the Scottish Gamekeeper
Association, and your request for a meeting with the Association to discuss whether the ban
on the docking of working dogs’ tails should be overturned in Scotland.

As you are aware, in 2011 the Scottish Government commissioned a research project from
the University of Glasgow examining the incidence of tail injuries in working dogs in
Scotland, specifically in relation to spaniels, hunt point retrievers and terriers. The project
has now been completed and scientific papers have been submitted to the Veterinary
Record for peer review and publication.

We expect these papers to be published very soon and, once they have, we will consider
whether to undertake a review of the legislation on tail docking of working dogs in Scotland.
You may be aware that | recently met with representatives of the Scottish Gamekeepers
Association in Edinburgh when they presented me with a petition supporting a review of the
legislation. This meeting was helpful, and we agreed to speak again once the research has
been published to discuss what the next steps may be. I'd be happy to keep you updated on
progress and meet up in the future once things develop.

Yours sincerely

RICHARD LOCHHEAD

Taigh Naomh Anndrais, Rathad Regent, DUn Eideann EH1 3DG ( ‘} S s
St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG by, g%‘&‘é ,:5
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From: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment

Sent: 07 March 2014 16:01:35
To: Ministerial Correspondence Unit
Subject: Fw: Tail Docking research

Attachments: Tail Docking - Glasgow Uni stats.doc

Maccs.

ent: Friday,
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affalrs and the Environment
Subject: FW: Tail Docking research
Dear Richard,

I would be grateful to have a meeting with you regarding tail docking with the SGA
present, would this be possible in the near future?

Kind regards,

Fergus Ewing MSP
Inverness and Nairn

From
Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 2:32 PM
To: Ewing F (Fergus), MSP

Subject: Tail Docking research

Dearqll am sending on a copy of the Glasgow University research on tail
docking which was kindly requested by Fergus. This is the only element of the
research we have, but it is comprehensive in its summary. Please pass on o_

appreciation to Fergus for his work on this important animal welfare issue.
ﬂ Communications Officer, The Scottish Gamekeepers Association.
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Press F11 key to move through the fields DOC 59
ADVICE FOR: RICHARD LOGHHEAD

MACCS Case Number: 2014/0007849 Respond by: 04/04/2014

Correspondent/Organisation: | Fergus Ewing MSP

Date of Event: Date is flexible Date

Overviiw of invitation and | Scottish Gamekeepers Association (SGA) would like
audience profile: to meet with Mr Lochhead for an update on the

report by the University of Glasgow into the
incidence of tail injuries in working dogs which has
still to be published in the Veterinary Record

Has the Minister been asked
to attend of behalf of FM? | YeS L No X Don't Know []

Reject

Comments: In 2011, the Scottish Government
commissioned research from the University of
Glasgow, to look at the incidence of tail injuries in
working dogs in Scotland, specifically spaniels, hunt
point retrievers and terriers.

The project has now been completed and scientific
papers have been submitted to the Veterinary
Record. SGA are aware that the Scottish
Government will be undertaking a review the
RECOIV{MENDATION: legislation on tail docking of working dogs in
Scotland following the papers peer review and
publication. Representatives from SGA were
originally on the research project steering group and
have seen drafts of the scientific papers already.

If recommendation is to accept, has this advice been
agreed with your Head of Division? Yes [ ] No [ ]

Has an pther Minister been No

asked to attend:

Name of Minister: Right click here to select Minister




Press F11 key to move through the fields |

Main theme that the event
supports:
Main purpose of attending:

|

Right click here and select main theme

Main message to
communicate:

Most appropriate type of
Ministerial input:

Type text here

Right click here and select type of input

Right click here and select view

Private Office view: Private Office

contact:

Comments:

Communications Office view: —s
Communications

Office contact:

Action Officer: _ Tel No:
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Ar faidhle/Qur ref:  2014/0009311

Thank you for your letter dated 28 February 2014 outlining your concern regarding a
possible exemption in the tail docking ban for working dogs in Scotland

| understand and appreciate your concerns; the tail docking of working dogs has always
been a controversial and emotive matter, with those both pro and anti-docking ultimately
having the welfare of the working dogs at heart. The total ban on tail docking was only putin
place after considerable consultation and debate and it was always agreed that if evidence
came to light that the ban was compromising the welfare of working dogs the position could
be reviewed.

in 2011, the Scottish Government commissioned a research project from the University of
Glasgow examining the incidence of tail injuries in working dogs in Scotland, specifically in
relation to spaniels, hunt point retrievers and terriers. The project has now been completed
and scientific papers have been submitted to the Veterinary Record for peer review and
publication.

Although we have not been informed of a definite date yet, we expect these papers to be
published|soon. Once the research has been deemed robust and published we will be
inviting comments and will then consider what further action may be appropriate.

Taigh Naomh Anndrais, Rathad Regent, Din Eideann EH1 3DG ( Ly
St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 300 »3 §as/\7~° ':‘2

wwwscotland.gov.uk
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Any proposed change to the existing tail docking ban wouid be based on objective evidence

of a welfare benefit, and not on pressure from any particular group.

I hope this is helpful. )

/ ..
ped

RICHARD LOCHHEAD
Taigh Naomh Anndrais, Rathad Regent, DUn Eideann EH1 3DG { ' ‘} S\ o
St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG R A O
www scotland.gov.uk AR
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Richard Lochhead Esq, MSP

Scottish National Party L, M-C.U. (l\ ¢ :

9 Wards Road - - il T{\ h.
Elgi L : 2,@\

IV30 1NL 3 05 MAR 2014

Dear Mr Lochhead Received

that The Scottish Gamekeepers Association has presented a 4,158
signature petition calling for the ban on the docking of dog tails to be reversed on
the grounds of animal welfare. In view of the fact that the activities of
gamekeepers seem to me to be mainly connected to the slaughter of wildlife, |
find their supposed concern for ‘animal welfare’ to be rather unconvincing. |
assume that, when the dogs are directed into undergrowth, it is not only their

tails which sustain injury and | do not hear calls for anything else to be cut off!

The members of the SGA and the hunters/shooters they serve, presumably do
not concern themselves with the arguments against docking, clearly set out in
Wikipedia on ‘Docking (dog)’, and as the ‘ail tax’ levied on working dogs was
repealed in 1796, that's no longer an excuse for the disgusting practice.

Perhaps the keepers should direct their dogs into less dangerous undergrowth,
even if it means that the shooters/hunters they setve have to make do with less
of g 'bag’.

| am sure that, if a petition were submitted by genuine, normal dog-lovers, it
would far outnumber 4,158, which is presumably the membership of the SGA.

You will no doubt realise that | oppose these activities, mainly because, in the 22
years | have been fortunate enough to live in this beautiful place (with the
misfortune to be surrounded by a ‘sporting estate’), | have increasingly come to
dread the various hunting/shoating seasons, due to the increasingly yobbish
behaviour of the participants in this so-called sport. | find it offensive that many
people seem to regard Scotland as a rich-man’s playground, with no concern for
its people or its fauna.




| sincerely hope that, when you have studied the research, you will reject this
call to repeal the Animal Heaith and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 and maintajn
the SNP Government's enlightened approach to this, as to so many other,

matters.

Yours sincerely
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Thank you for your letter dated 8 April 2014, on behalf of your constituent

concerning tail docking.

Regulations (The Prohibited Procedures (Exemptions) (Scotiand) Regulations)
were consulted on.

The Scottish Government made a commitment to reviewing the ban in relation to working
dogs if evidence showed that the ban was detrimental to welfare in this specific instance.
You may be aware that, in 2011, the Scottish Govermment commissioned a research project
from the University of Glasgow examining the incidence of tail injuries in working dogs in
Scotland, |specifically in relation to spaniels, hunt point retrievars and terriers. The project

has now been completed and scientific papers have been published in the Veterinary
Record. :

The Scottish Government currently has no intention of reviewing the ban on tail docking of
dogs in other non-therapeutic situations.
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RICHARD LOCHHEAD

Taigh Naomh Anndrais, Rathad Regent, Dun Eideann EH1 3DG Y
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Richard LLochhead MSP ,
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment l R\@ﬁ P
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10 APR 20
PRIVATE OFFICE

Dear Richard

S

I am writing on behalf of my constituent, , regarding the docking dogs’ {ails. |
have enclosed a copy of the correspondence in which she sets out her case in detail..

| would be gratefut for your comments on what she has to say, and any further information
you have on this which may be helpful.

I look rd to your response, so that | can reply to my constituent.

p Alison Mcinnes MSP
North Easgt Scotland (Liberal Democrat)

Alison Mcinnes MSP
Member for North East Scotland

ion
Elien Business Ceni Broomiesburn Roai lon AB4] 9RD
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From:
Sent: 08 April 2014 14:05
To: Mdnnes A (Alison) MSP
Subject: FW: Docking Dogs
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed
Categories: Regional Office
|
rro: A
Sent: 08 Aphi :
Subject: Docking Dogs

I have just read this article http: uk/en/news/11718/Tail-docking-ban-could-be-lifted-in-
Scotland and would really fike to know Whj you are not asking pet owners for their opinions on docking?

I have a 7 yr old Field Spaniel (the breed no
with her short tail.

the generic working spaniell) who is docked and has no problems

| had a male Field Spaniel who because of the Law had a full tail but bfore he was 6mnths of age he was
splitting his tail regularily, almost weekly but he was never worked, he was a family pet and show dog! At the
age of 3 his tail was infected and needed amputation which was a very traumatic time for him and us! The
wound got infected and took a good few weeks to heal causing him a great deal of distress and numerous visits
to the vet and sedation so that he would Ieive the wound and not try to chew at it. We had ta watch him the
whole time he was awake so that he left his wound to heal. Sadly we lost him last year to an unrelated iliness.

We now have a 14mnth old Field Spaniel b:jch who split her tail in the house and it is now infected. She has

antibiotics and we are hoping it doesn't co e to amputation but the vet has mentioned it and | am not

convinced that she will keep her tail after what happened with my male dog.

These dogs are pets, they live in the house as part of the family and no one seems to be taking tajl injuries in
pet and show dogs into account when surveys and research is donel! | know my dog was miserable and in pain
all the time he was splitting his tail because after amputation he was a totally different boy! 1 als¢ know that 2
day old puppies are oblivious to haaving their tails docked whereas my dog was very aware of haying his tail
amputated as well as all the treatment he niaeded to the weeks following the operation. There are many pets
and show dogs in the same situation as we are In. It's not just about working dogs, it's about pet dogs too,
please, please, please take them into account in your figures! I'm off to wash all my kitchen cupbpards and
walls as they are covered in spots of blood all because | have a very happy young dog who loves ljves and the
government made the wrong decision re docking!!!




D0C 61

MRCVSonline | Tail docking ban could be lifted in Scotland Page 1 of 2
Cyookie use on MRCVSonline
T S o i o o e R AT Meomntue Chscainsston

Home Small Animal Equine Farm Animal Industry Practice Mansgement  Nursing Widlife Exotics

MRCVSonline

WWW.MIGvs.co.uk

Reagister for Free Acoount Log in

Spring issue

breeds,

It folkows he of research by the University of Glisgow,
commissiansd by the Scodish Govemment, which found more than
haf of working speniels, had expeviencad a tall injury within

$3.5 per cent hayd seceived iai inkxies In the 201011 shooting season.  Uie past yeer. it recommended
weerw afthe greaiest fisk with 56.5 per cent Injured, 09 0ppy 0l fo reckuce infury
while hunt point relrisvers wera not far behind with 38.5 per cent

sustaining tall injuries.

that docking ot 8 young &ge could redhuce the dak of ijury. tor a free copy of our
Richard Lochheed said: It is clear to me that snimal welare is an exirermely importent CPD journal

o be struck. lokest Naws
“This research that we have Rndad has provided a sound basis for s o discuss with concemed parties Katie McConneRl weicomed as president
whem that point shauld be between proteciing the weitare of pupples and protecting the weltare of Tty Apeil 2014

Mig-stunning Is "extremely rare" Ity Briish abattoirs
1 must stross that | have as yet t3ken no fim stance on this; we need to gain a cleaner undedstanding of the OBth Apel 2054

partes in Scotiand betore any decision is made,
Fingemail sized device wil show molcular

“1 have invited key interested parties to consider the findings of this research and to commant on movement
whether they meit further consideration of & possible exemplion 1o the ban on (ai docking for spedific working OBtk Apct 2014
<aogs.”
Key organisations have been asked to feedback on the findngs by May 23, 2014, T:zzf'“"m“m’"w
The Scuttish ' Association backs the ban being IIed.
Dag attacks on livestock up 45 per cent
But the Dogs Tryst questioned whether the reduction of a injury sk justified the pain involved with tall OBN ApR 2014
docking.
It saic the Ry's research team had advertised the surrey 1o more than 17,500 owners of working dogs,

1,006 replies. This, the Dogs Trust said, may mean the risk of injury has been overoatimated
while thoss that {id respond geve anecdotal accounts rather than detalls of verdfiable njuries.
The survey had that anywhere betweon 18 and 108 working pupples would need & be dacked to Vets and nurses saked about their
prevent a single trostmant taking place, sxpariences

But a second piece of research by the university, which consulted with just eight veterinary praciices in Veternary surgeons, siudents and mases are being
232 working breed puppies would need to be dockad lo prevent a singie vetsrinary ‘asiead 1o take part In an RCVS survay about their
experiance, ambitiors, manta) wellbeing, and their

poins an others, Dogs Trust has grave reservations regarding the validity of the sesearch, Views an 24-haur cover.

which we do natbelieve s representafive or forns a suflicient evidence - brse on which any possitile
tion should ba formed,” said a spoln '

(

The survey cf the protessions, canfed out by the
Instite for Employment Studies, witi only be
avaiable to complets online.

“The four-yearty, confidential survey provides useful
data that heips the College to dewelop policy, plen
actvities and respond fo questions from the
Become 3 member or log in te add this story to your CPD history government and médie

http://mrcvs.co.uk/en/news/11718/Tail-docking-ban-could-be-lifted-in-Scotland 08/04/2014




MRCVSonline | Tail docking ban coulj be lifted in Scotland

Latest Veterinary News | Veterinary Jobs | Contact Us | Terma and Conditions | Mobile Website | Cookie Polley | Aboust Lis | Copyright
£ 2014 Yasion Modia. a2 nghts rearnmet URC! line is not i for the confent of axfamnal webzias

http://mrcvs.co.uk/en/news/11718/Tail-

oo

Yage 2 of 2

The survey a0 aims to find out more abput
individuals’ working patterns and professional
develapment, whie questions about mental health
will be usad io track the mental well-baing of the
profeasion as a whole over successive ygars,

The answers to questiins about 24/7 emprgency
caver will feed into the RCVS Standards
Commites's current avid gathering

The desdiing for complation of the survey is 30
Aprl.

docking-ban-could-be-lifted-in-Scotland 08/04/2014



http://mrcvs.co.uklenlnews/11718Ifail

DOC 67

Wmaree v Chapinel a-vson Cliscan DUthchall Agus Nt 2 Arsicneassr.d . TR .
Cat IRt Snertary fur furai Affs and the Snvi ra"'“-" i s A
Ridseard Loghhead BPA s
Richard Lochhead MSP ..

The Scottish

l- Government
Riaghaltas na h-Alba

Ms Angela 'ﬁonstance MSP I 2014 Scotiang weicome:, (he YWorls
The Scottii Parfiament ' :
EDINBURGH ﬂgtcaor:gg ﬂ '
EH99 1SP| Lot S I

L ek aiy AT L R LR

|I
|
l
|

Ar faidhle/Our ref: 2014/0014321
,,4‘ May 201

Ab
aew ﬂ J-‘b

Thank you|for your correspondence dated 11 April 2014 regarding tail docking and what the
next steps |in the process will be.

As you are aware, in 2011, the Scottish Government commissioned a research project from
the University of Glasgow examining the incidence of tail injuries in working dogs in
Scotland, specifically in relation to spaniels, hunt point retrievers and terriers.

We are currently gathering comments on the research which has now been published and
how this affects the view point of key stakeholders on both sides of the debate. The closing
date for comments is 23 May 2014.

! will advise of my decision to take further action or not in due course

%WM

RICHARD LOCHHEAD

Taigh Naomh Anndrais, Rathad Regent, Dun Eideann EH1 3DG (.' "‘} S s
St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DC o § ,e 6
www.scotland.gov.uk
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From:

Sent: I l !pnl !Ul! !!:41:06
To: Ministerial Correspondence Unit
Subject: FW: con * : Tail docking in dogs

Attachments: Veterinary Record-2014-Lederer-vr.102041 (1).pdf, Veterinary Record-
2014-Cameron-vr.102042 (1).pdf

For maccs please

l!eputy !nva!e Secretary - Richard Lochhead MSP

Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment

ent: pri :
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment
Subject: con ﬁ re : Tail docking in dogs
Dear Richard

The Veterinary Record has now published the research commission by the Scottish
Government into the Tail Docking of Dogs.

The authors believe that this work provides the best available evidence on which to
base a consultation for changes to legislation on the tail docking in working dogs in
Scotland Docking the tails of HPRs and spaniels by one-third would significantly
decrease the risk of tail injury sustained whilst working in these breeds.

Could you advise what the SG's next step in this process will be and whether a
consultation will be launched.

Many thanks

Norma

Office Manager to Angela Constance MSP

Constituency Office

Unit il Oihil HouseI Owen Square Livingston, EH54 6PW
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