
ANNEX
BRIEFING FOR MR RUSSELL’S MEETING WITH DR EBERHARD SASSE,  – 9  MARCH 2017
	Key message
	· Our paper, “Scotland’s Place in Europe” makes clear the importance of single market membership to our economy and sets out proposals to protect Scotland’s interests, even if the remainder of the UK chooses to leave the single market.
· Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Jobs and Fair work visited Hamburg and Berlin 5-7 March and engaged with business people in both cities. In Berlin this included a roundtable discussion with members of the German Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
· There was a deep concern from German businesses who Mr Brown spoke to about the loss of the UK from the EU. This concerned, in particular, withdrawal from the EU single market and a UK departure from the EU Customs Union – with particular impacts on the supply chain in terms of increased costs and delivery delays and a sense that this would hurt smaller businesses the most – precisely the types of business we were keen to internationalise. German business also felt they lacked understanding of the Brexit process.

	
	Meeting with Dr Eberhard Sasse, founder of the Munich-based cleaning company Dr. Sasse AG.  Dr Sasse will be accompanied by his wife, Dr Christine Sasse. 

	Why
	Mr Russell shared a panel with Dr Sasse at the Süddeutsche Zeitung Economic Summit in Berlin in November 2016. Dr Sasse is due to be in Scotland on the 9th March to meet with John Scott MSP, and Mr Scott suggested that, whilst he’s here, he should meet with Mr Russell to discuss Brexit related issues.  

	Who
	Dr Eberhard Sasse:  
· Founder of the Munich-based company Sasse, a family business specialized in facility management. 
· President of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry (IHK) for Munich and Upper Bavaria since 2013 
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· Member of the Management Board of Dr. Sasse AG. 

	Background Information
	Company History: 
In 1976, Dr. Eberhard Sasse founded his first company with a focus on building-cleaning services. Technical and commercial facility management soon evolved from this. Today, Dr. Sasse AG is one of the most well-known suppliers of facility management services.

Sasse companies have been established in many of their large clients’ locations - in Germany and Austria, but also in Qatar, Jordan and the United Kingdom.

In 2016, the Sasse group achieved a turnover of EUR 160 million, with approximately 5,500 employees.  Dr. Eberhard Sasse promoted the minimum wage from early on, and it has now been achieved throughout the industry. The company's human resources work is characterized by its commitment to training and fair working conditions.


	Where
	Room T4.43, Scottish Parliament 

	When
	14:00 – 14:30

	Likely themes
	Dr Sasse is interested in Scotland’s position post-EU referendum. 

	Supporting officials
	· Craig Egner, Head of European Engagement – x[redacted]; (m) [redacted]

	Attached documents
	Annex A: Report from Mr Russell’s Berlin Visit – November 2016
Annex B: Trade and Investment 4-Point Plan 



Annex A
REASONS FOR NOT PROVIDING INFORMATION
An exemption under section 32(1)(a)(i) of FOISA (international relations) applies to some of the information requested.  This exemption applies because disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice substantially relations between the United Kingdom and other European Governments and the European Union.  The effective conduct of international relations depends upon maintaining trust and confidence between the UK Government and other States. There is a vital public interest in allowing Scottish Ministers and officials a private space within which to engage in full and frank discussions with their counterparts in other States/international organisations.  Such discussion makes for better quality and better informed policies and decisions on issues with an international dimension and aids the protection and promotion of UK interests abroad.  Inappropriate disclosure is likely to damage other States’ confidence and trust in the UK and thus undermine future discussions and international relations more generally.  There is no public interest in releasing information which might damage UK interests. 

This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemptions. We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as part of open, transparent and accountable government, and to inform public debate. However, there is a greater public interest in allowing a private space within which to communicate with appropriate external stakeholders as part of the process of exploring and refining the Government’s position after the result of the EU referendum.  This private space is essential to enable all options to be properly considered, so that good decisions can be taken.  Disclosure is likely to undermine the full and frank discussion of issues between Ministers and officials, which in turn will undermine the quality of the decision making process, which would not be in the public interest.


Annex B
MR RUSSELL’S VISIT TO BERLIN 17-18 NOVEMBER 
1.	You visited Berlin from the 17-18 November to participate in a panel discussion on Brexit at the Süddeutsche Zeitung Economic Summit 2016 on ‘The Brexit and its consequences’. This was a high profile event which allowed you to set (to an audience of 300 opinion formers, including Government representatives, academics, business people and journalists) the Scottish Government’s objectives around protecting Scotland’s membership of the single market in view of the way Scotland voted in the June EU referendum. Fellow panel participants included Simon Brewer - Vantage Investment Advisory who set out the arguments for Brexit and Eberhard Sasse  a Germany based entrepreneur from Sasse AG. 

2.	You also attended the conference dinner in the evening at which Martin Schultz President of the European Parliament made an impassioned speech in defence of the EU. [redacted]

3.	You gave an interview to Bloomberg news on the margins of the conference which again presented an opportunity to set out the Scottish Government’s concerns and the work which is being taking forward to protect Scotland’s future relationship with the EU.

4.	You also met with Frank Priess Head of European and International Cooperation at the Konrad Adeneuer Stiftung, a think tank of the governing CDU. [redacted]

5.	You met the British Ambassador to Germany Sebastian Wood and explained to him the Scottish Government’s stance post the EU referendum on Scotland’s Place in Europe. He in turn explained German Government concerns on Brexit. You also had an opportunity to discuss plans for establishing a One Scotland Hub in Berlin which had been announced by the First Minister earlier in the year. [redacted]

People Met:-
Martin Schultz, President of the European Parliament
Peer Steinbrüick, former German Finance Minister 
Simon Brewer, Vantage Investment Advisory
Eberhard Sasse, German based entrepreneur and founder of Dr. Sasse AG

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS)
Frank Priess, Head of European and International Co-operation
Dr. Lars Hänsel, head of European and US-affairs 

Sir Sebastian Wood, British Ambassador to Germany

Annex B
TRADE AND INVESTMENT – 4 POINT PLAN

Board of Trade
Proposals for a Board of Trade were included in the current Programme for Government.  The precise role and remit of the Board will be a matter for the Board itself but we anticipate its central function will be to provide advice to Scottish ministers on practical ways to improve Scotland’s exporting performance, including for example by:
· Advising on how to realise global market and sector opportunities, particularly post EU Referendum
· Promoting a collaborative approach across the public, private and academic sectors.
· Raising Scotland’s ambition and global profile through international networks.

The following Trade Board members were announced on 25 January:
· James Withers
· Linda Steedman
· Afzal Khushi
· Russell Dalgleish
· Michelle Crossan Matos
· Jane Richardson
· Ian Donnelly
· Eric Balish
· Rachel Jones

· The Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Jobs & Fair Work will chair the Board and arrangements for the first meeting are underway .

Trade envoys
We will appoint a number of Trade Envoys (also on a voluntary basis) whose role will be two-fold:
· In Scotland, to champion export market opportunities and to rally businesses and relevant support organisations around those
· Outside Scotland, to be the public face of Scottish exports for particular markets or sectors and to help ‘open doors’ to global opportunities.

· The role of the Envoys would be to complement and provide a focus for existing activity, to provide additional leadership and profile for that and to provide a challenge element to current activity.

· We anticipate that Envoys will operate where there are opportunities rather than in particular markets or sectors.

· Candidates for Trade Envoy have yet to be determined but we intend to come forward with initial appointees as soon as possible in the new year.




Berlin innovation & investment hub
Germany has been selected because:
· It is consistently in Scotland’s top five export destinations - £1.75bn in 2015.
· It is the 3rd largest inward investor to Scotland .
· Germany accounts for the 2nd largest number of visitors to Scotland and that is predicted to grow over the coming years.
· It is at the heart of the EU with significant opportunities for enhanced collaborative working with Scotland in areas such as manufacturing.

The hub will:
· Provide a platform for access to trade, investment and innovation opportunities
· Give VisitScotland a base from which it can further develop the German tourist market.
· Raise Scotland’s profile in Germany and promote strengthened relations between our two countries.

· We envisage that the hub will bring together staff from Scottish Government, VisitScotland and SDI.  However, staff numbers and precise resource requirements, including the specific location in Berlin, will be determined as soon as possible.  

SDI in Europe
· We propose an increase in the number of people working for SDI in Europe from 20 to 40.  

· Recruitment will be on fixed term contracts of up to 2 years and primarily from local labour markets to reduce costs.

· We believe that this additional resource will enable SDI to further develop its local expertise and focus on a number of key areas where we either have existing strengths like food and drink or where there is scope to exploit opportunities in new and emerging markets.

· Further market analysis will be done to ensure that the right resources are deployed in the right areas.  Broadly, however, we will explore the potential in the priority areas outlined in our Trade & Investment Strategy, including digital technology and high value manufacturing, healthcare and the low carbon sector.





Correspondence 

[bookmark: _MailOriginal]From: Gillies G (Gillian) [mailto:Gillian.Gillies@parliament.scot] On Behalf Of Scott J (John), MSP
Sent: 28 February 2017 18:11
To: Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland's Place in Europe
Subject: RE: Meeting with Michael Russell



Dear Mike

Further to our brief discussion, I wonder if you might be kind enough to meet with the  Sasse’s immediately after lunch on the 9 March at 2.15 or 2.30 as Adam is now unable to do so as he has been selected for his first Member’s Business that day.

If you are able to accommodate this rearrangement Adam and I would be very grateful.

With best wishes

John
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The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this email in error please delete it and do not share its contents.
********************************************************************** 
______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
*********************************** ********************************
This email has been received from an external party and
has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.
******************************************************************** 


From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland's Place in Europe
Sent: 01 March 2017 08:27
To: 'Scott J (John), MSP'; Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland's Place in Europe
Subject: RE: Meeting with Michael Russell

Hi John/Gillian, 

Many thanks for letting us know. That’s no problem, I have now moved the time in the diary to meet with the Sasse’s from 14:00 – 14:30.

Let me know if there is anything further.

Kind regards

[redacted] 

[redacted]
Deputy Private Secretary for the Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland’s Place in Europe
 Scottish Government | 5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road, Edinburgh | EH1 3DG
 0131 244 [redacted] (if unavailable please try [redacted])
 ][redactedd 
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From: Gillies G (Gillian) [mailto:Gillian.Gillies@parliament.scot] On Behalf Of Scott J (John), MSP
Sent: 01 March 2017 16:55
To: Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland's Place in Europe
Subject: RE: Meeting with Michael Russell

 
 
Many thanks [redacted] for moving the time of the meeting.  It is much appreciated.
 
Kind regards
 
Gillian
 
 
Gillian Gillies 
Assistant to John Scott MSP
Ayr Constituency 
0131 348 [redacted]
 
 

-----Original Appointment-----
From: Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland's Place in Europe 
Sent: 21 February 2017 13:56
To: Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland's Place in Europe; Egner C (Craig); Michael.Russell.msp@parliament.scot; michael.russell@gov.scot; Wolfe H (Heather) (Heather.Wolfe@parliament.scot)
Subject: FW: Meeting with Christine and Eberhard Sasse 
When: 09 March 2017 15:30-16:00 (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London.
Where: T4.43 


Hi Craig, 

Mr Russell has asked for a meeting to be set up with Christine and Eberhard Sasse after a constituency lunch on 9th March. 

I have set this up for 15:30 and following a discussion with Mr Russell, he has asked if you will attend as official support. I am lead to believe that this is the same person that was on the panel with Mr Russell in Berlin in November. 

I’d be grateful if you could also pass on any relevant briefing by March 7th. 

Happy to discuss further, please just give me a call.

Kind regards

[redacted] 



_____________________________________________
From: Egner C (Craig) 
Sent: 24 February 2017 15:09
To: Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland's Place in Europe
Cc: Evans K (Keith)
Subject: RE: Meeting with Christine and Eberhard Sasse 


Yes [redacted]

I remember Eberhard from the panel – I am happy to support will have a look at what we can provide by way of a brief


Craig
Craig Egner
Head of European Relations 
Scottish Government 
Area 2 H North
Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh 
EH6 6QQ 
Tel  00 44 131 244 [redacted]
Mob:[redacted] 


_____________________________________________
From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland's Place in Europe
Sent: 24 February 2017 15:11
To: Egner C (Craig); Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland's Place in Europe
Cc: Evans K (Keith)
Subject: RE: Meeting with Christine and Eberhard Sasse 


Excellent thanks Craig

[redacted] 

[redacted]
Deputy Private Secretary for the Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland’s Place in Europe
 Scottish Government | 5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road, Edinburgh | EH1 3DG
 0131 244 [redacted](if unavailable please try [redacted])
 [redacted] 
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_____________________________________________
From: Evans K (Keith) 
Sent: 08 March 2017 16:32
To: Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland's Place in Europe
Cc: Watt K (Karen) (Director for External Affairs); Mitchell I (Ian); Strang F (Frank); Egner C (Craig); McRobert R (Ryan)
Subject: Briefing for Mr Russell's meeting with Eberhard and Christine Sasse - 9 March 2017 


[redacted], 

Please find attached briefing for Mr Russell in advance of his meeting with Eberhard and Christine Sasse. 

Kind regards 

Keith 

Keith Evans | Policy Officer | European Engagement | The Scottish Government | 2-H North | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ | Tel: 0131 244 [redacted]
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