
 KNOW YOUR RENTING RIGHTS
Private tenants have rights that are protected by the law and knowing your rental rights 
can help you be more confident in communicating with your landlord or letting agent.

CHECK BEFORE YOU RENT
Landlords and letting agents must be registered to let out property to comply with the law. 
Only use a registered landlord and letting agent and report any that aren’t.

YOU CAN’T BE ASKED TO MOVE OUT OF YOUR HOME WITHOUT NOTICE 
Landlords can’t evict a tenant without giving notice and following a strict legal process. The amount 
of notice required will depend on the type of tenancy you have. If you aren’t sure what type of tenancy 
you have, you should check your tenancy agreement. Illegal eviction is a criminal offence and can take 
a number of forms. These include intimidation and harassment, lock changes or not following legal 
procedures and notice periods.

YOUR HOME MUST BE MAINTAINED AND REPAIRED BY YOUR LANDLORD
Landlords have a responsibility to carry out a pre-tenancy check to identify any work required and must 
notify tenants. They must also repair and maintain their property throughout the tenancy and carry 
out any necessary work within reasonable time. They must ensure the property is wind and watertight 
and that installations for the supply of utilities, fixtures, fittings and any appliances and furniture they 
provide are safe, in working order and in a reasonable state of repair. Landlords must also make sure 
that fire and carbon monoxide detection meet the latest regulations.



YOUR LANDLORD MUST GIVE YOU NOTICE IF THEY WISH TO ACCESS THE PROPERTY
Landlords have a right to enter the property to inspect its condition or to carry out repairs, and tenants 
are required to give the landlord reasonable access to do this. For an emergency repair the landlord can 
claim immediate access. Otherwise, the landlord, or their agent, should normally arrange a suitable time 
with the tenant, but can enter the property at a reasonable time of day, by giving the relevant notice. 
For example, under a Private Residential Tenancy (i.e. for those tenancies that began on, or after, the 
1 December 2017), a landlord or agent must give you at least 48 hours’ notice.

RENT INCREASES
If your tenancy began on or after 1 December 2017, landlords must give you 3 months’ notice of any 
rent increase. They can only increase rent once every 12 months. You’ve the right to challenge an unfair 
rent increase through a Rent Officer.

To find out more about your tenancy rights and support that’s available, go to: 

GOV.SCOT/RENTERSRIGHTS


