Impact of Covid 19 on Children

Calls to NHS 24
The graph shows the proportion of calls to NHS24 for one of 6 syndromes associated with the symptoms of Covid19 – Cold or Flu, Coughs, Fever, Difficulty Breathing, Diarrhoea and Vomiting – by Age group.  A smooth trend line is superimposed.  This is community surveillance and it is possible to have one or other of these symptoms without being infected with covid 19.
A similar pattern is noticed in all age groups with a rise in the proportion in March and early April followed by a reduction.  The magnitude of the relative increase is smaller in those under 1 and those aged 1-4 and those aged over 74.  Note that post mid-March the proportions of calls for one of these syndromes is much lower at the weekend, associated with an increase in call volume at the weekends.
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Testing Positive on Virology Swabs
The chart shows the percentage of positive test results among children aged 0 to 18, by age over the period February to middle May, 2020.  The numbers above the bars are the number of tests carried out in each age group.  Among adults aged 19-64 the percentage positive is 16% based upon 50,400 tests and among adults aged 65+ 19% of tests were positive based upon 32,500 tests.  The second graph shows the steep increase in positivity over 18
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Hospitalisations
39 children aged 18 or under were admitted to hospital and had a positive test result.  In 5 cases the positive test result was after discharge.  Among the 34 with a positive test during stay 22 were tested on the day of admission.  The median length of stay in hospital for the episode with the positive test result was 1 day with 6 children in hospital for more than 7 days plus 2 still in hospital.

Mortality
No children who tested positive have died in Scotland to date.  No children have covid19 as an underlying cause of death, without a positive test result.

Serology
There is limited information in Scotland on sero positivity in children
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Percent Positive by Age Group and Week
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