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Chair and Members Reappointed to the Scottish Housing Regulator

The Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Housing and Local Government, Ms Robison, today announced the reappointment of George Walker as Chair and Robert Gil, Andrew Watson and Siobhan White as Members of the Scottish Housing Regulator.

CHAIR

George Walker is an experienced Chair, Non-Executive Director and a former Corporate Executive. Over his corporate career he worked in the pharmaceutical industry and latterly in Investment Management for a large global firm. George has worked in the UK and extensively overseas, living and working overseas for many years prior to returning to Edinburgh. George served as a Non-Executive Director for NHS Lothian where he Chaired the Finance and Resources Committee. He Chaired the Integration Joint Board for health and social care integration in Edinburgh, in its set up phase. He has long supported Charitable organisations in the UK and overseas. In addition to his Chairing and governance experience, George brings a long track record of team building, strategic planning and extensive financial and investment skills to the board of SHR. He is a passionate supporter of the need for high quality social housing in Scotland and believes that good and effective regulation can support this key sector and importantly help to deliver stronger outcomes for tenants.

MEMBERS

Robert Gil is recently retired after a career in Finance and Property mainly in the Local Government and Third Sector and is a qualified accountant. His career has included being Head of Projects at Stirling Council and Chief Officer of an Urban Regeneration Company. Robert has served eight years on the Board of the Forth Valley College, including, six years as Chair of the Audit and Risk Committee and is an Honorary Fellow of the College. 

Andrew Watson served on the Board of Berwickshire Housing Association (BHA) for a number of years, latterly as Chairman, before joining the Board of the Scottish Housing Regulator in July 2017. His background is in finance, having worked at a senior level in banking and corporate finance for over twenty years. Andrew brings these commercial skills to the Board, as well as his knowledge of the social housing sector gained through BHA. 
Siobhan White is an Assistant Head for Learning, Teaching & Quality and Senior Lecturer at Glasgow Caledonian University, and has teaching interests and expertise in a variety of under-graduate, post-graduate and professional programmes. She specialises in the subject areas of public sector accounting and internal/external auditing and public sector financial management, having previous work experience as a government auditor. She is also actively involved in researching all of the above topics and has presented and published a range of papers in these areas, both in the UK and overseas. Siobhan is also a Chartered Public Finance Accountant, a previous Non-Executive Director of West of Scotland Housing Association/Chair of their Audit Committee, the previous Chair of the Audit & Governance Panel at South Ayrshire Council, a past national examiner for CIPFA/ACCA, and sits in an advisory capacity on governance and scrutiny to many public sector organisations. Siobhan brings knowledge and experience of governance and audit to the Board.

REAPPOINTMENT

The reappointments for George Walker, Andrew Watson and Siobhan White will be for four years and will run from 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2025. The reappointment for Robert Gil will be for two years and will run from 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2023.

The reappointments are regulated by the Ethical Standards Commissioner.

REMUNERATION

The reappointment for the Chair is part-time and attracts a remuneration of £216.14 per day for a time commitment of two days per week. The reappointment for the Members are part-time and attracts a remuneration of £179.78 for a time commitment of one day per week. 

OTHER MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS

George Walker is Interim Chair of the Scottish Charity Regulator for which he receives £250.50 per day plus up to £71.57 per meeting for preparatory work, for a time commitment of up to four days per month.

Robert Gil, Andrew Watson and Siobhan White do not hold any other public appointments.

POLITICAL ACTIVITY 

All appointments are made on merit and political activity plays no part in the selection process.  However, in accordance with the original Nolan recommendations, there is a requirement for appointees’ political activity within the last five years (if there is any to be declared) to be made public.   

George Walker, Robert Gil, Andrew Watson and Siobhan White have had no political activity in the last five years. 

BACKGROUND 

The Scottish Housing Regulator was established on 1 April 2011 under the Housing (Scotland) Act 2010. Its objective is to safeguard and promote the interests of tenants and others who use local authority and RSL housing services. The Regulator operates independently of Scottish Ministers and is accountable directly to the Scottish Parliament. It assumed its full regulatory responsibilities on 1 April 2012. 

The Regulator consists of the Chair and six Board members. More information about the Regulator can be found on its website at https://www.housingregulator.gov.scot/

SHR regulates around 160 registered social landlords and the housing activities of 32 local authorities. 

