
OUR AMBITION FOR 
housing in Scotland is 
straightforward: that 
everyone should be able to 
live in high quality, energy 
efficient homes that are 
affordable and that meet 
their needs. 

But when we look to the 
future, things are more 
complicated. We’re more 
aware than ever of the 
pivotal role housing plays 
in meeting many of our 
other aspirations, including 
eradicating child poverty and 
homelessness, ending fuel 
poverty, tackling the global 
climate emergency and 
promoting inclusive growth.

At the same time we also 
want to build a housing 
system that is resilient, 
dynamic enough to respond 
to future changes and 
that will help to address 
the challenges we face, 
including an ageing 
population and a global 
climate emergency.

That’s why, with the help of 
the wisdom and expertise 
from across the housing 
sector and communities 
across Scotland, we’ve spent 
the last two years reimagining 
our housing system.

In our 2018 Programme for 
Government, we committed 
to work with stakeholders 
on a vision for how our 
homes and communities 
should look and feel by 
2040, and the options and 

choices to get there.

Since then we’ve been 
working together to create 
a shared vision for Scotland, 
so that we can put a route 
map in place that will stand 
the test of time. 

Last year we set out a 
draft vision for our homes 
and communities, and the 
supporting principles to 
guide policy development. 
Between December 2019 
and February this year, we 
consulted in a series of 
public events across the 
country. We listened to 
people’s views on the draft 
vision and principles, and 
their innovative, bold and 
imaginative ideas for how to 
make them a reality. 

To support the wider 
consultation, we also 
commissioned a travelling 
housing exhibition to 
engage communities across 
Scotland. ‘Present Voices, 
Future Lives’ travelled to 
12 urban, rural and island 
locations in November and 
December 2019.

Next steps
The feedback collected  
from  our consultation 
events, written submissions 
and the touring housing 
exhibition will help inform 
our final Housing to 2040 
vision and route map, which 
we will publish this summer.

Read more: www.gov.scot/
housing-2040

HOUSING TO 2040
We’re developing a vision for our homes and communities in 2040.

OUR VISION

I 
live in a 

remote area and it 
is great to know there 

are good housing options 
for everyone here. Housing 
supports workers staying in 

my community; and local 
businesses  are building 

the new homes.

RU
RA

L AND ISLAND COM
M

U
N

ITIES

I can 
afford a 

home that meets 
my needs. I find 

renting is affordable 
and allows me to save 
regularly, in order to 

buy a home, if I 
want to.  

AFFORDING A HOM
E

I 
can quickly 

find a home that 
is right for me when 
I need one. I have a 
choice about where 
in Scotland I live and 
the type of home I 

live in.

FI
N

DING THE RIGHT H
O

M
E

I know 
that help with 

housing is there 
for me if and when I 

need it.  I am assisted 
to keep my home at 

difficult points in 
my life.

FAIRNESS

A WELL-FUNCTIONING HOUSING SYSTEM

#HOUSING2040

OUR VISION
HIGH-QUALITY, SUSTAINABLE HOMES

#HOUSING2040

My 
home is 

well-designed and 
of a high standard, 

with enough space and 
flexibility to allow me to 
live well. I know that a 
lot of effort went into 

the design of my 
home.

DESIGN

I understand 
exactly how 

much it costs to run 
my home and what I 

can do to reduce costs 
and carbon emissions; 

it’s great that fuel 
poverty is a thing of 

the past. 

RUNNING COSTS

You 
can’t tell by 

looking at my 
home whether I own 
or rent my home; it’s 
in a great place and 

meets all of my 
needs.

EQ
U

AL
IT

Y OF STANDARD
S

I know 
that my home 

is not damaging 
the planet; it is heated 

using renewable energy, 
which is affordable and 

efficient. We’re all playing 
our part in tackling 
the global climate 

emergency.

LOW CARBON

OUR VISION
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

#HOUSING2040

There 
is a good mix 

of housing where 
I live, which means I 

have the option to stay 
in the area if my needs 
change.  This means I 

know I can stay in contact 
with my neighbours 

and friends.  

STAYING LOCAL

The 
centre of 

my community is a 
lively hub with shops, 
services and attractive 

places to meet. People are 
attracted to live and work 

in my  community, and 
local businesses are 

thriving.  

VI
BRANT COMMUNITIES

There 
is a strong 

sense of community 
pride where I live and 
people care about our 

surroundings. The streets 
are clean, accessible and 

safe. It is walking and 
cycle-friendly.

H
EA

LTH AND WELLBEING

My 
local council 

and developers 
listen to me and my 

community. They pay 
attention to what we 

want. We have the right 
infrastructure in place 

and we are well-
connected.

C
O

N
NECTED PLACES

OUR VISION
HOMES THAT MEET PEOPLE’S NEEDS

#HOUSING2040

I get 
the help 

I need to live 
independently at 

home, supported by new 
and advancing technology.  

I can access health, 
welfare, education and 
other services, because 

my community is 
well-connected.  

M
Y 

SE

RVICES
I know 

where to go 
to get information 
and advice about 

my rights to housing. I 
know where to get the 
help I need to prevent 

me from losing my 
home.

MY RIGHTS When 
I built my 

own home, I found 
it easy to access 

advice and support. 
This means I have a 
home which is just 

right for me. 

SELF BUILD

My 
home 

supports my well-
being, and the well-

being of my family.   It 
supports me through 
different stages of my 
life and can be easily 

adapted.

M

Y LIFESTYLE
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