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Activity from March 2017 onwards

SAAS

· May - Stockholm – Annual meeting of the Network of Experts on Student Support in Europe (NESSIE).  This group meet annually to discuss some of the key student funding issues across Europe and share best practice. 
· Review of the EU Portability Scheme – This pilot scheme was introduced in 2012 to allow Scottish domiciled students to receive their normal student support package from SAAS an entire undergraduate degree, elsewhere in the EU at 1 of 5 universities. The review will be led by Scottish Government colleagues and will focus on whether the scheme will remain place for new students from 2018-19.   Expected completion date is by the end of 2017.

RSE 

· April  - Visit from Former President of Iceland, Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson, Chairman of the Arctic Circle
· May - Asia Connections Network Lecture in association with RSE. The lecture will be delivered by Lord McConnell of Glenscorrodale and chaired by Dame Joan Stringer.
· May - Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) Delegation visit  Representatives from the JSPS London Office will visit the RSE and two of the Scottish Innovation Centres – CENSIS and IBioIC.
· June - Vice President (International) visit to Singapore. Professor Marian Scott will be visiting Singapore to attend the Commonwealth Science Conference 2017.


SCQF (Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework) Inward

· April - Incoming study visit by the National Qualifications Framework Unit at the Ministry of Education and Science of Macedonia as part of the project looking at “Further improvement of the system for development and implementation of the National Qualifications Framework”
· Incoming study visit from the Professional Regulation Commission of the Republic of the Philippines to examine international alignment of qualifications, processes for the development of credit transfer and accumulation and CPD opportunities in specific professions.

SQA Outward 

· April - SQA will attend a student recruitment event in Canada, supporting our first centre in the country.
· May - SQA will exhibit at the annual NAFSA (Association of International Educators) Conference in California 
· May - SQA will exhibit at the annual GetEnergy event in London 
· May - SQA will attend the British Council Going Global event in London 


SPARQS (student partnerships in quality Scotland) Inward

· June - following on from the above practice exchange visit to Armenia, sparqs will be hosting Armenian exchange students in Edinburgh as part of the ESPAQ project’s international student experience work package.


SPARQS (student partnerships in quality, Scotland) Outward

· April – invited to speak at a seminar for Higher Education Reform Experts on student engagement in governance and QA in Almaty, Kazakhstan.
· April – facilitation of a practice exchange visit to Armenia as part of the ESPAQ project’s international student experience work package. Two SA staff members and two students are participating in the visit on sparqs’ behalf (from Edinburgh University Students’ Association, Edinburgh College Students’ Association, University of Stirling and The Robert Gordon University), along with students from Poland, Ireland and Lithuania. 
· April  to June 2017 – meeting at Dublin Institute of Technology around their participation in the next phase of the NStEP programme. Contribution to a roll-out event for the NStEP project, for institutions joining the second year of the programme, for which sparqs provide consultancy support and leadership. Induction meetings in Ireland with 3 new institutions joining phase 2 of the NStEP programme – Dublin Institute of Technology, Griffith College Dublin and Dublin City University.

NUS/NUS Scotland Inward 

· March - The Director of Devolved Nations spoke at an International Representatives dinner organised for international delegates attending the sparqs conference. There were guests from New Zealand, Australia, Japan, Armenia, Poland, Italy, Norway, and United States 
· March - Gohar Hovhannisyan the International Officer of the Armenia National Students Association (ANSA) was the key note speaker and opened the NUS Scotland Annual Conference speaking about the benefits of international co-operation. 
· Adam Gajek (Poland) of the European Students’ Union was the keynote speaker for the second day of the NUS Scotland Annual talking about the impact of Brexit. 
· April - Aldís Mjöll Geirsdóttir (President) and Sunna Mjoll Sverrisdóttir of LÍS - Landssamtök íslenskra stúdenta (NUS in Iceland) attended the NUS Annual Conference in Brighton to observe how NUS works and to contribute to a panel debate on Brexit. They were joined by Christine Adriane Svendsrud of NSO - Norsk studentorganisasjon (NUS in Norway) and delegates from UNEF - Union Nationale des étudiants de France (speaking about the rise of hate crime) and Union of Students in Ireland (speaking at the nations reception). 
· NUS Scotland held a meeting with the executive elect of Interstedelijk Studenten Overleg – ISO to discuss mutual campaigning over student mobility and Brexit. 
· May - The Director of Devolved Nations and Internationalism met with Bhagya Ratnayake from the Commonwealth Education Secretariat to discuss the completion of a project of a “Toolkit” for use by student leaders who wish to establish a national union of students (this was one of the recommendations of the report on the State of Student Governance in the Commonwealth published in 2016). The pilot event and roll out will take place in Nairobi, Nigeria.

NUS/NUS Scotland Outward 

· In partnership with the NUS Sustainability Team and sparqs we submitted a bid to Strategic Partnerships for Higher Education Innovation and Reform (SPHEIR) the aim of which is to embed learning about sustainability into the curriculum in Universities in Nigeria and at the same time use that process to strengthen student engagement in quality processes. Outcome has not yet been reported. The Sustainability Team have also submitted a bid to develop sustainability projects in Zimbabwe. 
· February - NUS Scotland took part in the final handover meeting of the European Students’ Union International Co-operation Working Group which had, in turn, organised the 1st Global Student Voice Seminar in Bergen, Norway in May 2016. The meeting took place in London and focussed on how to support the 2nd Seminar to be hosted in Brazil in June 2017.  
· March - The Director of Devolved Nations and Internationalism continues to be involved with the United States based Association of College Unions International (ACUI) International Engagement Committee. The NUS Chief Executive attended the Annual Conference of ACUI in Philadelphia. 
· March - NUS Scotland delegates attended the 33rd European Students Convention in Galway, Ireland. The main subjects of discussion were widening access to education and Brexit.
· March - The Director of Devolved Nations and Internationalism attended the Annual Congress of the Union of Students in Ireland.
· April-May 2017 - NUS Scotland’s Vice President Education Rob Henthorn will lead the NUS delegation at the 72nd European Students’ Union Board meeting hosted by KSU-Malta from  key items for discussion are developing ESU’s policy on quality, electing a new committee, the accession of NUS in Moldova and the possibility of an European wide Mental Health working group to share best practice.  


Key Activities over past three months

RSE 

· April - Visit from representatives from the Embassy of Spain in London
· April - Vice President (International) trip to New Zealand. Professor Marian Scott and Dr William Duncan visited New Zealand to attend the 150th anniversary of the Royal Society of New Zealand celebrations. During their visit they also attended the International Network for Government Science Advice (INGSA) seminar and the Australian Council of Learned Academies (ACOLA) meeting. 
· IEP Bilateral Exchange Programme The RSE’s International Programme seeks to increase Scotland’s research and development connections internationally; and increase the number of world-class science and culture researchers working in Scotland.  The RSE administers exchange schemes to provide researchers of at least post-doctoral status with short visit opportunities (normally up to four weeks) to and from Scotland, with a view to developing relationships leading to collaborative projects and levering further research funding from other sources.  The deadlines for these schemes are quarterly in late February, May, August and November. Between January 2017 and April 2017, 4 applications were supported by the RSE. Following China and Taiwan workshops at the RSE, 6 RSE-NNSFC and 4 RSE-MOST Joint Projects were supported.


SCQF(Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework)

· Currently involved in an Erasmus+ funded project entitled ”Developing organisational and financial models for including non-formal sector qualifications in National Qualifications Frameworks” (NQF-IN).  Partners include:  Dublin Institute of Technology, University of Split, CEREQ - France, Hungarian Educational Authority, NUV - Czech Republic and is led by IBE in Poland.  The project aims to  provide evidence based support to national governments, EU agencies and key stakeholders in developing policies on including non-formal VET qualifications into NQF's.  The project will run until September 2018.
· SCQFP are a partner providing expertise to the project “Further improvement of the system for development and implementation of the Macedonian National Qualifications Framework”. This project runs for 18 months from February 2016  to July 17.  Partners include IBE from Poland, Ministry of Education from Croatia and SCQFP.   The project will produce a wide range of outcomes relating to full and successful implementation of the Macedonian National Qualifications Framework. SCQFP are responsible for institutional capacity building aspects of the project.
· Between January 2016 and February 2017, SCQFP led on the alignment of foreign qualifications to the NQF for the Bahrain National Authority for Qualifications & Quality Assurance of Education and Training.  Key to this was  developing policies, processes and paperwork to allow QQA in Bahrain to formally recognise foreign qualifications against their Framework.  Involved running a workshop for institutions in Bahrain in May 2016.
· March - the SCQFP Board approved the referencing of the SCQF to the HKQF.  This is the first formal referencing which the SCQF Partnership has undertaken (other than to the EQF) and was carried out as part of the Memorandum of Understanding between the SCQFP and the Education Bureau of Hong Kong
· New Zealand to Hong Kong Referencing Project (2016-17: Acting as an international expert and commenting on the report at three key stages


SPARQS (student partnerships in quality Scotland)

· January  – development meeting at Artesis Plantijn Hogeschool in Antwerp, Belgium, to help them develop next steps on their future work around student engagement, and scope what sparqs role will be in terms of consultancy support.
· January-March  – progressing the NStEP project in Ireland 
· January - as part of the ESPAQ project, sparqs delivered training for students and attended an advisory board meeting with project partners, in Yerevan, Armenia. 
· February - Submitted application to Department for International Development/British Council SHPEIR funding for a project - Student Engagement for Quality Learning and Sustainability (SEQLS).  Project partners - University of the West of England, Bristol, University of Ibadan, NUS Students’ Union Charitable Services, Student Partnerships in Quality Scotland (sparqs).  Project purpose - aims to collaboratively enhance quality in higher education in Nigeria and internationally by promoting student engagement with quality assurance and management processes. Current practice will be explored as will the potential to use education for sustainable development (ESD) as a platform for constructive dialogue between HEIs and their student bodies. A framework and guidelines for using the learner voice to enrich the curriculum whilst helping to produce graduates with the knowledge, skills, and attributes required to tackle the challenges faced by society in the 21st century will be produced for use across Nigeria and beyond. 
· March – sparqs held an International Delegates’ Day – an optional day for international guests attending our main conference the following day. The day was an opportunity to learn about the Scottish context of student engagement ahead of the main conference, as well as a visit to University of Stirling, a sightseeing visit to Stirling Castle and some traditional Scottish hospitality throughout the day/evening. The day was attended by over 30 delegates from USA, Portugal, Ireland, Belgium, Norway, Australia and New Zealand. There were over a dozen delegates from ESPAQ, the project on developing student engagement in Armenia in which we are a contributing partner. 
· March - sparqs bi-annual Conference held in Edinburgh, which included 54 international delegates from across 12 countries: Armenia, Australia, Belgium, Ireland, Japan, New Zealand, Portugal, Romania, Norway, USA, Italy and Spain.  International delegates from 5 of those countries also delivered sessions – from Ireland, Japan, New Zealand, Australia and Armenia. In addition we had a keynote speaker from ESU.  Presentations can be viewed on the sparqs website, on the conference presentations webpage. 
· Ongoing – international expert to the Australian Advisory Group for HE Fellowship, following contribution to a successful application for an Australian Learning and Teaching Senior National Teaching Fellowship in 2016 entitled Creating a National Framework for Student Partnership in University Decision-making and Governance

SQA Outward 

· January - SQA exhibited at the Michigan Career and Technical Education Annual Conference at the request of the Michigan State Education Board.
· January - SQA sponsored and exhibited at the EDEX Education Exhibition in Sri Lanka 

· February - SQA attended the Graduation Ceremony for HND students at Saegis Campus, in Sri Lanka 
· February - SQA exhibited at the CCID (Community Colleges for International Development) Annual Conference in Houston, Texas, USA
· March - SQA attended the annual EDUTEX - Education and Training Exhibition in Bahrain, which showcased Higher and Vocational training.
· March - SQA gave a keynote address at the Colombo Plan Regional Conference in Nepal
· March - SQA held the annual strategic meeting with its Chinese partner, Chinese Service Centre for Scholarly Exchange, and also participated in the annual meeting of SQA Centres in Beijing 


SQA Inward

· January - SQA and Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework Partnership co-hosted a visit from the Philippines Regulation Commission 
· March - SQA hosted the annual China HND Ambassador Awards in Beijing

NUS/NUS Scotland 

· February - Met with Richard Bourne of the Ramphal Institute to discuss the possibilities of organising a student conference in parallel with the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in London in February 2018.  
· February - The Director of Devolved Nations and Internationalism attended the Tri-Lateral Meeting (between the Union of Students in Ireland, NUSUK and NUS-USI) in Dublin, Ireland. Brexit and issues with student mobility and a hard/soft border were discussed. 
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