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To the NHS Board - Community Involvement team, 

Yusuf Youth initiative would like to make an asset transfer request under part 5 of the 

Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 to NHS Tayside for Wedderburn House, 1 

Edward Street, Dundee, DD1 5NS.  

We would like to purchase the entire property and connected land for a purchase price 

of 50,000 pounds Sterling, based on asbestos removal and roof repairs being carried out 

by the seller. We acknowledge this offer is below the market value or any property 

valuation, however we aim to offset the shortfall against the social benefit that YYI 

currently brings to the city of Dundee and will further enhance as a result of acquiring 

this property. We currently have 50,000 pounds reserves to cover the cost of a potential 

purchase. We also have a fundraising strategy in place to cover refurbishment costs of 

the site. 

Yusuf Youth Initiative is governed by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (SCIO 

036895). Please find our Constitution attached.  

Yusuf Youth Initiative is a dynamic community based organisation, aimed at 
strengthening communities and bringing communities together (community cohesion). 
Our organisation has been providing services in Dundee for 13 years and currently 
employs 31 staff (part/full time). Our services extend across the whole city, supporting 
vulnerable and disadvantaged clients through a range of projects. Today we deliver our 
services through 5 key projects 
 

 Taught by Muhammad 

 YYI Youth Clubs 

 Future Leaders Academy 

 ChangeMakers 

 YYI Refugee support 
 
Taught by Muhammad (TBM) is an outreach programme that supports vulnerable adults 

across six regeneration areas in Dundee. We provide 15 ‘NHS Cook-it - Budget Cooking 

Courses’, annually supporting 105 clients through a five week programme of cooking 

skills that promotes learning about healthy cooking and cooking nutritious meals on a 
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budget. We also run four advice cafes across Dundee supporting 180 vulnerable clients 

weekly, by providing them with a warm meal, an opportunity to meet other people in 

their area, providing advice and support from our partner agencies and we develop an 

individual plan for our clients. TBM also runs presentations and school drop in 

workshops to six high schools in Dundee, directly reaching out to 1,500 young people. 

Young people are given an opportunity to learn about our work in their area and the 

potential of volunteering at one of our projects. For the homeless or those in desperate 

need of short-term support, we provide fortnightly curry kitchens and a food parcel 

delivery service. Through this programme, we are able to support over 3,500 individuals 

per annum. Lastly, we run a minority elders Mens’ shed, the only one of its kind in 

Dundee. We support a vulnerable group and play an active role in improving their health, 

offering volunteering opportunities and gaining key life skills.  

YYI Youth Clubs supports minority young people aged 5-16 years old, through a weekly 

development programme focusing on life skills, confidence, youth integration and team 

building activities. All our activities offer accreditation for young people (Duke of 

Edinburgh, Saltire Award and other Youth achievement awards). YYI Youth Clubs are the 

largest minority youth work provider in Dundee, and we sit on the Dundee Youthwork 

partnership. Our youth clubs also support integration initiatives across regeneration 

areas in Dundee.  

Future Leaders Academy is an educational after school programme, focusing on 

supporting young Muslims to play a more active role in mainstream society. Young 

people aged 5-16 years old learn about identity and key life skills that help them engage 

in and support local initiatives. We have recently launched an adults programme, 

supporting vulnerable women in gaining key life skills and we provide support around 

their mental wellbeing. 

The ChangeMakers project has a strong focus in building confidence in young people 

aged 16 to 24 year olds and supporting them into employment, training and 

volunteering. ChangeMakers provides these opportunities via schools and work in the 

community and offers one to one feedback on CV’s, CV workshops, job interview 

workshops, teambuilding activities and a job mobile app that provides relevant up-to-

date job and voluntary opportunities.  
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Refugee Support helps refugees to integrate into Dundee and to provide opportunities 

for refugees to give back to society, by empowering them through various activities  and 

volunteering opportunities 

The building proposal would allow for Yusuf Youth Initiative to establish a permanent 

space for its staff and services. A centrally located base would give ease of access to 

many of our clients and allow for us to grow our projects. The premises would also 

provide greater opportunity to generate an income and make our city-wide projects 

more self-sustaining.  On site, we would aim to provide the following (subject to 

planning approval) 

 FLA Day nursery - To complement our existing youth work services, we would 

extend our provision to include young people aged 2-5 years old. We would aim 

to support 40 young children daily through a full day nursery programme. We 

have had conversations with the Care Commission, who are happy for us to 

pursue this, should we find a suitable site.  

 Classroom/workshop space – we would have 10 classroom/workshop spaces for 

up to 150 young people daily, supporting them on key life skills and youth work 

support. The space would also support 60 adults per week on a range of classes. 

 Training kitchen – supporting an additional 100 vulnerable adults through the 

NHS Cook-it budget Cooking Programme. The kitchen would also double up as a 

support café in the City Centre, supporting 45 clients per week and a catering 

venture for our organization. 

 Multi-purpose room – this would allow for our clients to engage in fitness classes, 

organise small community events and even run our youth activities on site.  

 Room hire – this would provide a service to community groups and organisations 

to hire out space for their projects and generate an income for our organisation. 

We have been looking for a permanent site for a number of years and built a strong 

community support base with organisations across the City, including community 

officials supporting our project and any bids we have put forward. Those bids were for 

specific buildings and YYI can provide support letters for Wedderburn House upon 

request. 
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Joe Fitzpatrick MSP, who has been instrumental in his support said “YYI are a well-

established charity who have been doing valuable work in communities across the city, 

and I fully support their efforts to identify a longer-term base to enable them to continue 

and expand upon their activities for the benefit of local people." 

 

I, the undersigned on behalf of the Yusuf Youth Initiative make a transfer request as 

specified in this document. 

I declare that the information provided in this document and any accompanying 

documents is accurate to the best of my knowledge 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Faisal Hussein, 
Chief Executive Officer 
Yusuf Youth Initiative 
 
 
 


