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		Case reference
	SMC-GLW-003

	
	

	Application details
	Applecross to Firhill Landscape and Infrastructure Improvements

	Site address
	Forth and Clyde Canal, Glasgow Branch  (SM – 6771)

	
	

	Applicant
	Scottish Canals

	Determining Authority
Local Authority Area
	Historic Environment Scotland (HES)
Glasgow City Council

	
	

	Reason(s) for notification
	Notification Direction 2015 – works to be granted Scheduled Monument Consent by Historic Environment Scotland go beyond the minimum level of intervention that is consistent with conserving what is culturally significant in a monument

	
	

	Representations
	Nil

	
	

	Date notified to Ministers
	20 December 2018

	Date of recommendation
	14 January 2019

	
	

	Decision / recommendation
	Clear




	


[bookmark: bmkReturn]Description of Proposal and Site:

· Scheduled Monument Consent (SMC) is sought for landscaping and infrastructure works at the Applecross to Firhill section of the Forth & Clyde Canal, Hamiltonhill, Glasgow. 
· The whole monument comprises a length of inland waterway forming part of the Forth and Clyde Canal known as the Glasgow Branch. It is 3 miles long and runs from Stockingfield to Speir’s Wharf. The monument includes the entire length in water, together with the banks on either side and the towing path running along the west side. The scheduled area affected by this application (outlined in red in the following image), includes two basins at Firhill, one in water the other infilled, and a basin on the east side just south of Firhill which leads to a former clay pit. These works involve the canal banks and open ground being adapted for recreational use with new paths, bridges, steps, ramps, pontoons, boardwalks, viewing platforms and water/power utility pipes and trenches being provided. New accesses between Panmure Street and the canal and Garscube Road and the canal is proposed as well as new bridges at Firhill North, Ellesmere Spur and Garscube Link.
· The monument is of national importance because, as an integral part of the Forth and Clyde Canal, it is an excellent example of Georgian civil engineering. The canal was the first of Scotland’s great inland waterways to be constructed and was built between 1768 and 1791. The Glasgow Branch is an important element in the canal’s overall design and is associated with the two notable civil engineers John Smeaton and Robert Whitworth.
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Consultations and Representations:

· No Representations were made during consideration of the application.
· PAD consulted Scottish Government’s Culture and Historic Environment Division following notification and they are content and have no further comment to make.

Assessment:

1. Historic Environment Scotland (HES) are minded to grant SMC for physical works which will impact on the Scheduled Monument as the landscaping and infrastructure works go beyond the minimum level of intervention which is consistent with conserving what is culturally significant in the monument. This is a significant departure from policy as set out in section 3.16 and 3.18 of the HES Policy Statement.
2. The application has been made by Scottish Canals. The aims for the project is to improve connectivity across the canal between neighbouring communities, enhance appreciation of the historic environment and improve access, understanding and interaction within the canal network. The applicant has supplied a detailed historic impact assessment setting out an assessment of the archaeological remains and condition of the affected parts of the monument. 
3. HES Heritage Directorate has undertaken pre-application discussions with the applicant regarding the scope and timing of works and the application accords with those works. The application has been accompanied by a detailed project design that sets out a well-considered and appropriate methodology.
4. HES consider, although the proposed works would affect a relatively large area, the monument is a large, robust industrial monument with an extensive length of approx. 5km and the works are not extensive. They believe the physical impact of the works would be considerable but the impact on the cultural significance of the canal would be comparatively minor. Many of the new features have been deliberately located to avoid interaction with existing archaeological remains. 
5. HES therefore consider the works have been justified in accordance with section 3.17 of their Policy Statement but further information is required under section 3.20. A condition of consent is necessary to ensure a timetable of works is supplied with a completion date to HES before works commence. 
6. In summary, the benefits to the long term management, access, understanding and interaction with the canal network would be significant, as would the wider social benefits connecting neighbouring communities. Therefore this SMC does not raise any issues of national importance that would merit intervention by Ministers.
Decision/Recommendation:

· The application should be cleared back to Historic Environment Scotland to issue Scheduled Monument Consent with one condition.

image2.png




image3.png




image1.jpeg
Scottish Government
Riaghaltas na h-Alba
gov.scot

>





