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| am writing to you following the UK government’s announcement today that we will introduce
a deposit return scheme for single use drinks containers, subject to consultation. The
consultation will look at the details of how such a scheme would work, alongside other
measures to increase recycling rates.
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While today’'s announcement relates to England, we hope to talk to all the devolved
administrations about the scope for working together on this important issue. | will ensure
that my officials work with yours as we develop models for how a deposit return scheme
could work. In particular, we are keen to explore with you whether we can develop a system
that works across the different parts of the United Kingdom, should you be open to this
possibility.

My officials will continue to work with Scotland and the other Devolved Administrations in
delivering our shared ambitions to improve waste and recycling outcomes and promote
resource efficiency in the UK.

| am copying this letter to the Secretary of State for Scotland and to Sir Jeremy Heywood.

With every good wish,
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Michael Gove
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