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	In this Easy Read information there will be some words that are hard to understand.


	Blue
Blue

	When you see these words for the first time they will be in bold blue. 


Every time you see them again, they will be in blue.
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Blue words are explained in a list at the back of this Easy Read information
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	You will see these words in the Easy Read versions of :

· Consultation Paper
· Consultation Questionnaire
· Respondent Information Form









Introduction
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	During the pandemic the Scottish Government needed to keep staff and residents safe from infection.

Because of this Natasha Hamilton was unable to see her mother Anne Duke for a long time.
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	She sent a petition to the Scottish Government. 
It asked them to allow a visitor into care homes.
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It asked that visitors should be authorised to visit and support their loved ones.
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	The Scottish Government agreed to develop Anne’s Law. 

They first talked about this in the Fairer Greener Scotland: Programme for Government 2021 – 2022. 
This was published on 7th September 2021
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	One of the reasons for this is because family and friends are important to people who live in care homes.
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	They play an important role in:

· Health and wellbeing
· Practical and emotional support
· Supporting the care home staff
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Many people want Anne’s Law to be introduced so that even if there is a pandemic:
· They can see their loved ones
· Support their health and wellbeing
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The Scottish Government thinks that these changes could be added to the National Care Service Bill.

There is already a consultation about this.
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	Why we are consulting.

The Scottish Government wants to make sure people in care homes have the right to:
· See their loved ones
· Spend time with people who are important to them
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	It is important to hear people’s ideas and thoughts about this.

This includes:
· People living in care homes
· Their friends and families
· Care home providers
· Staff
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The consultation will take place over 5 weeks.

The closing date will be Monday 2nd November 2021.




	
	Proposals 
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	Anne’s Law should mean that people living in care homes get to see their named visitor(s).
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	The named visitor(s) will have similar access to care homes as staff.

They will have to follow the same rules for infection control.
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	This is important to the health and wellbeing of the residents.

	
	The Scottish Government think Anne’s Law could be included in the National Care Service (NCS) Bill


[bookmark: _GoBack]
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	The NCS will be responsible for planning services and setting standards.

Scottish Ministers will be responsible for social care and support.
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Your ideas and thoughts will help us to decide if the NCS is the best way to make Anne’s Law work.
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Introducing legislation takes time.
So the Scottish Government wants to do what they can now. 

	Standards

	They are also consulting on making the Social Care Standards (Standards) 
stronger.
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	The Standards tell people what their care should be like.
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	Considerations

There are some important things to think about developing Anne’s Law.

For example:
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· How it affects the ability to protect residents, staff and others from risk of serious infection
· Considering people’s rights
· Making sure everyone’s rights are taken into account
· If it should apply to other types of care services like supported accommodation
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The Scottish Government want to hear your views on these issues and any other comments you might have. 
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Send us your response by using the Scottish Government Citizen Space
http://consult.gov.scot  
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Send it by the 29th October 2021
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While the consultation is open you can save and return to your answers.
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	You can also send your response by email to: ALconsultation@gov.scot 


Please send the reply form as an attachment. 
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Description automatically generated]You must also send the Respondent Information Form.
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	Because of Covid it is better if we get your answers online. 

If you need to send them by post download the form from the Supporting Files section and add your answers. 

Send to:

Anne’s Law Consultation
Scottish Government
Room 3 East Rear
St. Andrew’s House
Regent Road
Edinburgh 
EH1 3DG
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If you need this consultation in a different format, please ask for it by email at:
ALconsultation@gov.scot    
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If you need a paper copy, please email or leave a message on this phone number:
0300244 6600
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	What happens to your response?

If you use the Citizen Space it will take you to the “About You ” page before you submit your form.
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	This is where you can tell us:

· How you want us to handle your response
· If you want your response published

· If you do not want your response published 

If you do not want your response published it will be treated confidentially.



	[image: 3 Step Plan]
	Next steps

If you have given your permission to make your response public we will:
· Check it to make sure there is nothing defamatory in it
· Make it available to the public
These will be able to be seen at
http://consult.gov.scot 
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	If you used Citizen Space to respond you will get a copy of your response via email.
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	After the consultation closes all the responses will be looked at and considered.

We will also use any other evidence available to help us. 
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	Responses we have permission to publish will be available. 

There will also be a report on all the responses (Analysis Report) available. 
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Comments and Complaints 

If you have anything you want to say about how we have carried out this consultation you can send them to:
 
ALconsultation@gov.scot or to: 



Anne’s Law Consultation
Scottish Government
Room 3 East Rear
St. Andrew’s House
Regent Road
Edinburgh 
EH1 3DG
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	Scottish Government consultation process.

Consultation is an important part of policy making.

It helps us to think about your opinions and expertise on our work.

You can find all our consultations online:
http://consult.gov.scot  

Responses are used to help us make decisions.
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	The responses help us to:

· Decide if we need to develop policy
· Decide if we need to review policy
· Make decisions between policy proposals
· Finalise things before they become law
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	Consultations cannot address individual concerns and comments. 

These should be referred to the relevant public body
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Respondent Information Form

If you cannot respond on Citizen Space, you must also send us a Respondent Information Form with your Consultant Questionnaire
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	Analysis report
	A report that helps us to make decisions for making things better.

	Anne’s Law
	A law to make sure people in care homes see one named person, even in a lockdown.

	Care Inspectorate
	The organisation who makes sure care in Scotland is high quality.

	
Citizen Space
	The way Scottish Government is able to consult with people.

	
Consultation
	A way for the Scottish Government to ask people what they think about something.

	
Data Protection 
	
The law that says how organisations need to keep your information safe.



	
Defamatory
	
When someone says or writes something that is untrue and can cause harm.

	
Freedom of Information Act 2002 
	
A law that allows people the right to see information they hold.

	
Health and Social Care Standards
	
A set of rules that care organisations must follow to give people good quality support.

	
Legislation
	
A law or a set of laws passed by Parliament.

	
National Care Service Bill
	
A way to make care services in Scotland stronger for everyone.

	
Policy
	
A statement of how an organisation will work.

	
Published
	
Something made available to the public to read for information.


	
Respondent Information Form
	
A form you need to fill in and send along with your questionnaire.
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