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Establishing a Scottish Nitrogen Balance Sheet
RESPONDENT INFORMATION FORM

Please Note this form must be completed and returned with your response.

To find out how we handle your personal data, please see our privacy policy: https://www.gov.scot/privacy/
Are you responding as an individual or an organisation?  

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Individual

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Organisation

Full name or organisation’s name
Phone number 

Address 

Postcode 

Email


The Scottish Government would like your 

permission to publish your consultation 

response. Please indicate your publishing 

preference:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Publish response with name

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Publish response only (without name) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Do not publish response

We will share your response internally with other Scottish Government policy teams who may be addressing the issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your permission to do so. Are you content for Scottish Government to contact you again in relation to this consultation exercise?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

No
Questionnaire 

Q1 – The scope of the Scottish Nitrogen Balance Sheet
The Scottish Government proposes that the SNBS should, wherever possible, cover all major flows of nitrogen within all parts of the Scottish economy and environment. Flows across relevant national boundaries should also be quantified wherever possible.

Such an approach would mean that the SNBS will cover flows of nitrogen within and between the following sectors of the economy: aquaculture, energy production, fisheries, food and drink production, forestry, human nutrition, industry, transport, waste management. It will also cover the following aspects of the environment: atmosphere, terrestrial, freshwater and coastal systems.
Do you: 

· fully support the proposal

· support the proposal to some extent

· not support the proposal

· don’t know/don’t have an opinion

Do you have any changes you would like to suggest and/or any other comments? In particular, are there any important sectors that may be missing from the lists above? (400 word limit)
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Q2 – The spatial scale of the Scottish Nitrogen Balance Sheet

The Scottish Government proposes that the SNBS, at the point of its establishment, will be national in scale. Further outputs will also be prepared at regional and sector by sector scales, where data availability allows for this. 

We further propose that the SNBS should also be designed as flexibly as possible, to allow it to fit together with any higher spatial resolution data sources that may become available in the future (e.g. data at the river catchment, farm or community levels). It is recognised that nitrogen accounting at more detailed levels could be of value in terms of understanding improvements in national nitrogen use efficiency and giving appropriate credit for these. Under the proposed approach, the possibility of further development in these directions will be kept under regular review and updates provided to Parliament (see Q5 for the frequency of these reviews).

Do you: 

· fully support the proposal

· support the proposal to some extent

· not support the proposal

· don’t know/don’t have an opinion

Do you have any changes you would like to suggest and/or any other comments? (400 word limit)
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Q3 – Setting targets based on the Scottish Nitrogen Balance Sheet

The Scottish Government’s view is that targets for improving national nitrogen use efficiency cannot be meaningfully set until the baseline evidence base has first been established. However, we also recognise that such targets may be appropriate in the future. As such, we propose that the setting of targets based on the SNBS should be kept under regular review and updates should be provided to Parliament (see Q5 for the frequency of these reviews) following its initial establishment. 

Do you: 

· fully support the proposal

· support the proposal to some extent

· not support the proposal

· don’t know/don’t have an opinion

Do you have any changes you would like to suggest and/or any other comments? (400 word limit)
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Q4 – Making the Scottish Nitrogen Balance Sheet as accessible as possible
The Scottish Government proposes that, in order to make the SNBS as user friendly as possible, the outputs should also include a suite of non-technical factsheets. These should set out the key findings on nitrogen use efficiency at national and sector by sector scales. 

Our intention is that these factsheets will help with broader understanding of the cross-cutting nature of nitrogen across the economy and the environment, and help to support the wider development of joined-up strategies and policy measures. Where possible, the factsheets could include relevant contextual information alongside the nitrogen flow data themselves – for example on the impacts associated with nitrogen losses.

Do you: 

· fully support the proposal

· support the proposal to some extent

· not support the proposal

· don’t know/don’t have an opinion

Do you have any changes you would like to suggest and/or any other comments? In particular, are there any other outputs you would like to see? (400 word limit)
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Q5 – How often should the Scottish Nitrogen Balance Sheet be updated?

The Scottish Government proposes that the frequency of review and updating of the SNBS should be annual, following its initial establishment by March 2022. 

Annual updates would match reporting cycles for other key datasets, such as agricultural census/survey data, the UK National Atmospheric Emission Inventory and the Scottish Pollutant Release Inventory. However, not all of the data will be available on an annual basis. This means that the largest nitrogen flows and those expected to change most over time will need to prioritised in the updates, with very small flows potentially being updated on a less frequent cycle.

Do you: 

· fully support the proposal

· support the proposal to some extent

· not support the proposal

· don’t know/don’t have an opinion

Do you have any changes you would like to suggest and/or any other comments? In particular, if you not support the proposed annual update frequency, please say which frequency you would prefer (400 word limit)
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Q6 – Any other comments

Is there anything else you would like to suggest or comment on that has not been covered by the previous questions? (1000 word limit)
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Information for organisations:


The option 'Publish response only (without name)’ is available for individual respondents only. If this option is selected, the organisation name will still be published. 


If you choose the option 'Do not publish response', your organisation name may still be listed as having responded to the consultation in, for example, the analysis report.
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