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Questions

Chapter 2

1.
Do you have any comments on the definition of “decisions of a strategic nature”?

	


2.
Do you have any comments on the definition of “due regard”?

	


3.
Do you have any comments on the definition of “inequalities of outcome”?

	


4.
Do you have any comments on the definition of “socio-economic disadvantage”?

	


Chapter 4

5.
The legislation is intentionally silent on how education authorities should report on the fulfilment of their duties.  The draft statutory guidance reflects the legislative position and leaves it open to education authorities to determine how best to report against their duties.  Do you agree that education authorities should determine how they report?  Would you find some form of template helpful?

	


6.
The draft statutory guidance sets out proposed planning period dates for the Scottish Ministers and education authorities: 1 January to 31 December; 1 September to 31 August for education authorities.  The planning period for Ministers has been identified to align Ministers’ reporting with education authorities’ planning processes.  This is designed to maximise the information available to education authorities, in particular the national priorities they will be expected to take account of and contribute to throughout their own planning period.  The information that the Scottish Ministers will assess and that will be included in national reports will evolve over time as more sources of evidence become available.  It is anticipated that future reports will include data and evidence which tells us how we are making progress against the four NIF priorities covering all of the six NIF driver areas.

Do you have any comments on the proposed planning period for the Scottish Ministers of 1 January to 31 December?  Do you have any comments on how this proposed planning period timeframe will work with that proposed for education authorities (1 September to 31 August)? 

	


7.
Bearing in mind that the purpose of statutory guidance is to reflect legal provisions, do you find Chapter 4 clear in relation who it is aimed at and what its purpose is?

	


General

8.
Did you find the draft statutory guidance to be of assistance when read in the context of the relevant legal duties that will apply?  Do you find it strikes a balance between offering flexibility and meaningful support?  If not, how could it be improved?

	


9.
Do you have any other comments about the draft statutory guidance?

	



































