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Please Note this form must be returned with your response.
Are you responding as an individual or an organization?  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Individual
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Organisation

Full name or organisation’s name

Department & Division

Phone number 
Address 

Postcode 


Email

The Scottish Government would like your permission to publish your consultation response. Please indicate your publishing preference: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Publish response with name
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Publish response only (anonymous)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Do not publish response

We will share your response internally with other Scottish Government policy teams who may be addressing the issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your permission to do so. Are you content for Scottish Government to contact you again in relation to this consultation exercise?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

No
Options and proposal for consultation

This consultation paper is inviting respondents to comment on one or all four proposed options to improve and assure the nutritional standards of food in hospitals. 

1. Define nutritional standards, based on criteria set out in the ‘Food in Hospitals’ guidance, and place those nutritional standards for food provided to patients in NHS hospitals on a statutory footing. Scotland would become the first nation in the UK to place these nutritional standards on a statutory basis. This option would provide legal, minimum nutritional standards which every NHS Board would have to achieve and maintain. Consideration would have to be given to how adherence to the legislation would be monitored and enforced, and whether an independent scrutiny regime would be required. 

2. Develop nutritional standards based on ‘Food in Hospitals’ guidance and establish a new, independent scrutiny regime that specifically monitors the nutritional standard of food in NHS hospitals. This option would differ from option one as nutritional standards would not be placed on a statutory footing. Improvements could be yielded if standards of nutrition for food in NHS hospitals were targeted for specific monitoring. The legislative option would remain open if improvements were not made. 

3. Strengthen existing Health Facilities Scotland and NHS Board audit and monitoring of the nutritional standards of food served to patients in NHS hospitals based on ‘Food in Hospitals’ and ensure existing arrangements to improve and assure these. Non-compliance would continue to be corrected through the current policy of co-operation, guidance and support. 

4. Maintain the status quo, NHS Boards will continue to self-assess their adherence to the refreshed guidance set out in ‘Food in Hospitals’. Health Facilities Scotland would continue to publish 6 monthly audit reports based on the self-assessments provided to them by the NHS Boards.

Consultation questions 

The information provided in the consultation document should provide a basis for responses to the questions below, and we also ask that you draw on any other relevant knowledge or experiences.   We would also ask that you try to answer all the questions in the ‘proposed options’, ‘catering standards’ and ‘general comments’ sections of the questionnaire. If you are unable to answer any question then please move on to the next. 
Proposed Options to improve nutritional standard of food in hospitals

Question 1:  Which option or options would you support from the ‘Options and proposal for consultation’ section of the consultation document?   
Please select the box opposite your preferred option.  If you support more than one option, please indicate with a number in the box opposite with 1 for  your most preferred option and 4 for your least preferred option.

Option 1
(
Option 2
(
Option 3
(
Option 4
(
None

(
Question 2: Please provide any reasons for your answer to Question 1 in the box below.


Question 3: Do you think that the policies and programmes currently in place will continue to drive up the nutritional standards of hospital food?

Yes

(
No

(
Question 4: Since 2009, HFS have published reports every six months based on NHS Boards’ self-assessed compliance with ‘Food in Hospitals’. Do you think that independent inspection is required to monitor NHS Boards’ compliance with the ‘Food in Hospitals’ standards?

Yes

( 
No

( 

Question 5: Should the monitoring of the ‘Food in Hospital’ guidance be broadened to include Private Hospitals providing NHS treatments?


Catering Standards

Question 6: ‘Food in Hospitals’ establishes menu planning and food based guidance, which are included in Annex B and C of this document. Do you think that a more robust enhanced scrutiny regime should be put in place to monitor characteristics of the food served to hospital patients?
Yes

(
No

(
Question 7: Should standards for catering in hospitals be developed based on menu planning and food based guidance within ‘Food in Hospitals’?

Yes

(
No

(
Business Impact

Question 8: Do you have a commercial interest in the production, procurement, preparation or planning of food in hospitals?
Yes

(
No

(

Question 9: Do you anticipate any of the proposed options to assure and improve the nutritional standards of food in hospitals will have a significant positive or negative effect on your business or organisation?

Please provide details and indicate which proposed options you are referring to in the box below.


Question 10: What do you foresee the overall financial impact of your preferred option to be?


Equality Impact

Question 11: Do you anticipate any of the proposed options to assure and improve the nutritional standards of food in hospitals will have a significant positive or negative effect on any  protected equality characteristics?
The nine protected equality characteristics are age, sex, gender reassignment, sexual orientation, race, religion or belief, pregnancy and maternity , disability, and marriage and civil partnership.

Please provide details and indicate which proposed options you are referring to and which equality characteristics you think would be impacted in the box below.

Yes

(
No

(

General comments

Question 12: Do you consider the food currently served to patients in NHS Scotland meets the nutritional requirements established in ‘Food in Hospitals’? 
Please provide your answer and reasons for your answer in the box below.


Question 13: If you consider the food served in NHS Scotland hospitals to be of low nutritional quality, what are some of the barriers to the provision of high quality meals to patients?


Question 14: Do you have any other suggestions for how NHS Scotland can improve the nutritional quality of hospital food for patients?


Question 15: Are you aware of any further evidence that should be 

considered?


Question 16: Do you have any other comments you would wish to make?
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