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We asked 
We asked for views on draft guidance about levels of engagement that could be 
used in preparing local development plans. The Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 
enables Ministers to prepare the guidance. When issued to planning authorities they 
are to have regard to it. This guidance is part of measures introduced by the 
Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 to put community voices at the heart of the planning 
system in Scotland. The guidance can be read alongside the published Local 
Development Planning Guidance, which sets out much of the detail of the Scottish 
Ministers’ expectations for implementing Local Development Plans.   
 
We also asked for views on a range of partial impact assessments that had informed 
the draft guidance and were published for consultation alongside it.  
 
Public engagement on the consultation draft guidance ran for 16 weeks between 24 
May 2023 and 13 September 2023.   
 
You said 
There were 59 written responses to the consultation. Written responses were 
published where permission had been given to do so. The largest group of 
respondents was local authorities, closely followed by individuals. 
 
We spoke to businesses involved in engagement practice, third sector organisations 
involved in engagement, community development, and equality matters. We worked 
with Scottish Youth Parliament to have a workshop with some members, and we 
included relevant questions in a national #WhatsYourTake survey of young people. 
 
We also spoke to members of the Scottish Government’s Engagement Working 
Group. Members of that group had helped to shape the draft guidance. 
 
A range of themes were expressed by respondents, including: 

• expectation management 
• methods of engagement 
• capacity and resources 
• local development plan stages 
• accountability 
• equality matters 
• presentation 

 
A summary analysis of the written representation has been published, and other 
discussions and workshops have been noted, as appropriate, within the associated 
final impact assessments. 
The views expressed and information received indicates support for community 
engagement in the making of local development plans and that building relationships 
of trust between community bodies and planning authorities is a long term 
commitment. However, not all people and groups potentially interested in the local 
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development plan know how and when to get involved and there are mixed 
experiences of engagement.  
 
We did 
We considered all the written representations and information received from other 
engagement about the consultation draft guidance. We reviewed the draft guidance 
in light of the comments and the themes presented by the engagement. 
 
Adjustments have been made to the presentation of the final guidance and the 
language used where possible to make the guidance more accessible to a range of 
users.  The descriptions of the individual levels of engagement have been adjusted 
where necessary to better manage expectations that result from them.  
 
The main changes have been to the introductory part of the guidance. Information 
has been provided to set out the purpose of engagement in the local development 
plan, some matters to consider when preparing engagement, and the links between 
engagement and reinforcing people’s rights. The guidance signposts other sources 
of information about engagement practice and methods.    
 
Financial resources for local authorities generally, for engagement, or for the 
preparation of local place plans by community bodies are not addressed through the 
guidance. The guidance has been strengthened in its message that engagement 
should be appropriate to the people being engaged and the context of the 
engagement. It is also clear that planning authorities should work across local 
authority services and with external organisations, including making use of 
community engagement happening anyway. As well as creating efficiencies, this 
could also help to reduce consultation fatigue. More broadly, the Scottish 
Government has consulted on proposals around resourcing the planning system and 
will set out wider actions to improve capacity in the system.  
 
The final guidance has been published, alongside the final impact assessments. We 
anticipate that it will inform the approach to engagement taken by planning 
authorities in the making of their local development plans, as well as building 
relationships between stakeholders to achieve better outcomes.   
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