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Received a n s w e r 

1. Organisation name 

Animal Concern Advice Line 

2. T l t ie 

Mr 

3. S u r n a m e 

John 

4. Forename 

Robins 

5. Postal Address 

Animal Concern Advice Line 
c/o Animat Concern 
PO Box 5178 
Dumbarton 

6. Postcode 

G82 SYJ 

7. Phone Number 

01389841111 
8. Emai l 

acal@jfroblns.force9.co.uk 

9. Permiss ions - I am responding a s 

Group/Organisation 

13. The name and address of your organisat ion W I L L BE made avai lable to the pubiic ( in the Scot t ish Government l ibrary a n d / o r on the Scot t ish Government web s i te ) . 
Are you content for your response to be made avai lable 

Yes 

14. We will s h a r e your r e s p o n s e s internally with other Scot t ish G o v e m m e n t policy t e a m s w h o may be address ing the I s s u e s you d i s c u s s . They may w ish to contact you 
again In the future, but w e require your permiss ion to do s o . Are you content for the Scott ish Government to contact you again in relation to this consultatton exerc ise? 

Yes 

15. I t would be heipfui for our anatysis if you could Indicate wh ich of the sectors you most align yourset f /your organisat ion with the purpose of this consultat ion (p lease 
tick one) 

Animal welfare organisation 

17. Consultat ion Quest ion 1: Do you bel ieve that the exhibit ions and per formances required of wild an imals in travell ing d r c u s e s compromise respect for the animals 
concerned? Why? 

Yes 

18. Comments 

Even the very best travelling circuses are restricted by the amount of equipment they can carr / and the amount of space they can provide for their animals. Some circuses 
only pitch up for two or three days and often can only provide their animals with very small tented stalls. After three days they are loaded back into their cramped beast 
wagons and transported maybe a hundred miles or more by road and perhaps ferry to their next venue. 

I have monitored travelting circuses in Scotiand for over 30 years and I have witnessed many acts of cruel neglect. 

At Perth I saw a bear which was literally mad and far too distressed to perform. It was living out its existence in a cage half the size of a transport container, 

1 once sneaked behind the scenes at the Christmas circus at the SECC and photographed elephants chained by two legs in a tent on the tarmac car park. Apart from 
performing in the ring I reckoned they were chained 23 hours a day. When I questioned owner Bobby Roberts about this live on a BBC Radio Scotland debate he was very 
pleased and proud to tell me 1 was wrong and the week before his elephants had been tal<en for an hour long walic around the SECC site. Apart f rom performing in Uie ring 
that one hour walk around a car park was the only exercise they had been given in nearly a week. 

Another year, acting on a t ip-off f rom a Government employee, I went to an old farm near the Marley Tiles factory on the outskirts of Bishopbriggs and found that Bobby 
Roberts was keeping all his animals in a derelict barn between the end of his summer/autumn tour and the Christmas circus In Giasgow, The animats had been kept there 
for circa 12 weeks and at least one, a camel I believe, had died. The elephants were chained in windowless stalls where their talis touched the rear wail and their trunks the 
front wall. I f a zoo kept animals like this they could have been prosecuted but because this was a travelling circus they were exempt f rom such legislation. This situation 
went on for two or three years untii the barns were demolished. That year the animals were kept inside an old warehouse In the east end of Glasgow. 

Another year and at a summer circus (in Bellahouston Park, Glasgow) the animals (camels, a zebra and some horses) were kept in small tented stalls where they literally 
did not have enough space to turn around. 

At another circus in Perth I witnessed a troupe of husky type dogs being taken from the big top and loaded into cages in the back of a windowless van. When 1 criticised 
the circus for keeping dogs in the darkness in cages in a van I was rebuked and corrected. The van was not dark inside as it had a translucent roof. 

Unlike dogs taken out for the day to a dog show or police dog agility display, or horses taken to a one or three day event, and then taken home afterwards, that 
windowless van was not just a means of transport - It was where these dogs lived for perhaps eight months of the year. Keeping dogs under such conditions is every bit as 
wrong as keeping elephants chained in stalls on a tarmac car park. I t is extremely regrettable that the Scottish Government is not considering banning the use of all 
animals in travelling circus. 

At Ingtiston, Edinburgh and Queens Park, Glasgow an Italian touring circus appeared with various animals Including big cats and a hippo. The circus left Edinburgh early 
under a hail of criticism and turned up In Glasgow without the necessary entertainments license. I paid them an undercover visit and had I wanted to I could have released 
the animals which were left unguarded in unlocked beast wagons at the side of the road in a built-up area. Conditions at that circus were so bad that when I appeared 
before the very pro animal act Glasgow licensing committee I was able to persuade them not to issue an entertainments licence. 

Legislating to keep exotic/wild animals (or better still all animals) out of travelling circuses in Scotland would be a progressive a 

19. Consultat ion Quest ion 2: Do you bel ieve that the exhibi t ions and per formances required of wi ld an imals in travell ing d r c u s e s have an adverse Impact on the 
development of respectful and responsib le at t i tudes towards an imals in chi ldren and young people? Why 

Yes 

20. Comments 

Seeing animals perform in the r ing, watching them in their cramped stalls after the show and perhaps paying to have their picture taken with an okl crippled elephant, 
gives kids and young people a totally wrong impression of how animals should be treated. TV and the internet can educate young peopte atwut how animals shoutd be 
treated and how we must do all we can to protect them in their natural environment. Animals are not here to provide an hour of dubious entertainment. 

21. Consuttation Quest ion 3: Do you consider that concerns relating to respect for animals could be resotved without banning the use of wild an imals In traveil ing 
c i r c u s e s . Zf so h o w ? 

No 

22. Comments 

I t is totally impossible to provide animals with more than a very basic existence m a travelling circus. 

23. Consultat ion Quest ion 4: Do you betteve that the ability of none, some, or all wild an imals to undertake natural behav iours are compromised witi i in the travell ing 
c i rcus environment? Which s p e d e s ? Which n e e d s ? W h y ? 

All 

24. Comments 

Antmals (wild/exotic and domestic) shoutd not tive their lives in chains, cages and cramped stalls. Can an elephant dust bathe on the SECC car park? Can a zebra, camel or 
for that matter a horse wander and graze when tethered in a tiny stall on a public park? Can a dog chase a ball or even wag its tail when caged in the back of a windowless 
van? To be anthropomorphic about it - you could exist if kept in a six foot cubed ceil, provided with food and water and mucked out once a day. You could exist but you 
would have no quality of life. 

25. Consultat ion Quest ion 5: Do you consider that It Is possible to fadl i tate the natural behaviour of none, some, or all wi ld an imals within the travell ing c i rcus 
environment? Which s p e c i e s ? How? 

None 

26. Comments 

Restraints on space and facilities make it Impossible to provide anything approaching a natural environment. 

27. Consultat ion Quest ion 6: Do you consider that the concerns ra ised surrounding the traveii ing environment could be reaoived without banning the u s e of wild an imals 
In travelltng c i r c u s e s ? How? 

NO 

28. Comments 

Restraints on space and facilities make it impossible to provide anything approaching a natural environment. 
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29, Consultation Quest ion 7: Do you consider that there are any benefits to be gained from having wild an imals In travell ing d r c u s e s ? What are they? 
No 

31. Consultation Quest ion 8: Do you bel ieve that there are suf f ldent benefits to justify the potential compromise to the wider welt-being of wi ld an imals kept in the 
travelling c i rcus? Why? 

No 

33, C o n s u i u t i o n Question 9: Do you consider that the potential conHict between compromising the wel l -being of wild animals and obtaining any benent could be 
resolved without banning the u s e of wi ld an imals in travell ing c i rcuses . I f so h o w ? 

No 

36. Number In last 5 years 

circa 10 

37. Number In last 12 months 

2 

39. Comments 

Vm not sure of how many circuses have visited Scottand with wild/exotic animals recently but as explained earlier 1 believe the welfare of domestic animals such as dogs 
and horses is also compromised in travelling circuses. I'm also greatly concerned that as other European countries ban animal act circuses we will find more of them 
coming here. 

40. Consultation Question 11: What effect do you think a ban on the use and exhibit ion of wi ld an imals would have on the revenue of s u c h c i r c u s e s ? Why? 
Don't know 

41. Comments 

I t is up to the circus owner to provide shows that will sell. Some modern, human only circuses have done very well while others have failed. This probably has nothing to 
do with not having animals. High action human only circuses using venues like rock concert halts can attract big ticket sales while sad, run-down tradit ional circus (with or 
without animals) struggle to break even. 

42. Consuitatton Question 12: If a ban on the u s e and exhibit ion of wi ld animals w a s imposed, do you think that s u c h d r c u s e s would still visit ScoWand without the wild 
an imals? Why? 

Don't know • 

43. Comments 

Again it is up to the circus owner to create a show that will attract an audience. I f they cannot do that without animals they perhaps do not have enough imagination to 
stay in the business. 

44. Consultation Question 13: What effect do you think a ban on the use and exhibition of wild animals In travell ing c i r c u s e s would have on the revenue of other types of 
d r c u s e s (e .g. stattc or those travell ing without wild a n i m a l s ) ? W h y ? 

Increase 

45. Comments 

I think we would end up with fewer circuses but these wouid contain the best human acts and have a better chance of being profitable. 
47. Comments 

To be perfectly honest this, like several other questions, could do with a "Don't care" option. I f people cannot make a profit without exploiting animals in the way that 
circuses do then that's just tough. 

48. Consultation Question 15: Do you consider that a ban on wild animals In travell ing d r c u s e s could have an Impact on other Industr ies? I f s o , wh ich Industr ies, w h a t 
would be the effect and w h y ? 

Film 

• No impact 

TV - drama 

• No impact 

TV - documentary 

• Don ' tknow • • - • ' 

TV - childrens ' ' • 

• No impact " , ; 

Advertising - TV .̂ 

• Positive impact 

Advertising - other 

• Positive impact "-. 

49. Comments 

I t might have a positive Influence on advertising by stopping advertisers making the mistake of using circus animals In their adverts. 

50. Consultation Question 16: Do you agree that the u s e of wi ld an imals for performance in traveii ing d r c u s e s should be banned In Scot land? W h y ? 

Yes 

51. Comments 

For all the previous reason given, 

52. Consultation Question 17: Do you agree that the uae of wild an imals for exhibition In travell ing d r c u s e s should be banned In Scot land? W h y ? 
Yes 

53. Comments 

Because if the animals are not performing It becomes a zoo and it ts a criminal offence to keep zoo animats In the way that animats are kept In travetltng circuses. 

54. Consultation Quest ion 18: Do you consider that any ban should be a blanket ban on atl wild animais In travell ing c i r c u s e s ? Why? 

Yes 

55. Comments 

I cannot think of any wild animal other than perhaps some insects which could be given any real quality of iife if kept in a travelting circus. 

56. Consultation Quest ion 19: Do you consider that any specif ic spec ies of animal not commonly domeaticated in the Brit ish I s l a n d s should be permitted to be u s e d in 
travell ing c i rcuses In Scot land? I f so , which s p e c i e s and w h y ? 

No 

57. Comments 

I cannot think of any witd animal other than perhaps some insects which could be given any real quality of tife if kept In a travelling circus. 
56. Consultation Question 20: Do you consider that there are key spec ies that should be covered by a ban tn the event that a blanket ban could not be ach ieved? If s o , 
which s p e d e s and w h y ? 

Yes 

59. Comments * . . -

Big cats, elephants, bears, hippos, primates. None of these animats can be given more than a basic existence in travelling circuses and all of these antmals can be driven 
mad/made more dangerous by being kept In close confinement. 

60. Consultat ion Question 21: Do you have any other comments on w h e t h e r / h o w the use of wi ld animals In travelltng c i r c u s e s should be banned from Scot land? 

Yes 

61. Comments 

While a blanket ban on the keeping of any wild or exotic animats in travelling circuses should be a minimum objective I would like to see the use of all animals, domestic 
and exotic, made illegal. 

62. Consultat ion Quest ion 22: Do you consider that the consultat ion paper explained the key i s s u e s suff ident ly for you to properly consider your r e s p o n s e s ? 

Don't know 

63. Comments 

I doubt If anyone can cover atl the basest 

64. Consultation Question 23: Do you consider that you had suf f ident t ime to respond to the consultat ion? 

Yes 

66, Consultat ion Quest ion 24: Do you have any other comments on the w a y this consultat ion h a s baen conducted? 

m 

i Reply to this respondent | 

i 

Your Response: 
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