
The Legislative Framework

1  Do you agree that existing legislation relating to burial and cremation should be repealed and replaced by a new legislative framework?

Don't Know

Please enter any additional comments here:
If the procedure that allowed the recent revelations regarding babies has not been revised then that should be sorted.

2  Are there any particular powers that are required by Burial Authorities or Cremation Authorities that are not provided for by current
legislation?



Are there any particular powers that are required by Burial Authorities or Cremation Authorities that are not provided for by current legislation?:
A lot of gravestones cannot be read. It would be helpful if there was advice or tools made available on site for the public to tidy up deteriorating stones. Once that
information has gone it is gone forever. Often the information is not found anywhere else. With recent bad winters whole slices of stone are falling off gravestones
to be lost to future generations. I have twice come across a graveyard (in England) where gravestones have been removed and piled in the middle, often on top
of one another. One of these gravestones was where I expected to learn about ancestors in the 18th century but was prevented because of the inability to read
the stones.

3  Do you agree that the proposed Burial and Cremation (Scotland) Bill should apply to all cemeteries and crematoria in Scotland,
regardless of whether they are publically or privately operated? If not, please set out reasons why not.

No

If not, please set out reasons why not.:
If the problem is a lack of space then this might not be a problem countrywide.

4  Do you agree that the Bill should contain provisions which apply to all facilities where any new method of disposal which might be
introduced in Scotland are carried out?

Don't Know

Please enter any additional comments here.:
Only conservation of the gravestones should apply to all facilities. We owe it to our descendants.

5  Do you agree that the Bill should contain provisions to regulate environmentally friendly methods of disposal that are already available
in Scotland?

Yes

Please enter any additional comments here.:
Providing they are not unreasonable.

6  Should the Burial and Cremation (Scotland) Bill contain provisions pertaining to home burial?

Yes

Please enter additional comments here:

7  In making legal provision for home burial, what factors should be considered?

In making legal provision for home burial, what factors should be considered?:
They should be under a suitable enscribed slab so no future owner of the land digs up a body by mistake.

8  Are there are any reasons why private cremation should not remain illegal?

No

Please enter additional comments here:

9a  Do you agree that alternative methods of disposing of the dead should be regulated for in this way?

Yes

9b  Are there any particular alternative methods that should be considered?

Are there any particular alternative methods that should be considered?:

9c  Are there any particular methods which should be prevented from being used in Scotland?

Are there any particular methods which should be prevented from being used in Scotland?:

10  Do you agree with this definition of ashes? If not, how should ashes be defined?

Don't Know

If not, how should ashes be defined?:

11  Do you agree that a minimum distance of 200 yards (182.9 metres) should be required between crematoria and housing? If not, please
explain why not.

No



If not, please explain why not.:
A crematorium should be at least four football fields from houses. Burial grounds can be closer and probably should be to deter vandals.

12  What are your views on the use of enforcement powers or penalty powers in response to such a minimum distance being breached?

Please enter your comments here.:
Don't understand how this could happen.

The Management of Cemeteries

17  Do you agree that Scottish Ministers should have the power to make regulations pertaining to the general management of cemeteries,
including giving Burial Authorities the right to take action to address unsafe, damaged and abandoned lairs and memorials?

Yes

Please enter any additional comments here.:
I'm not sure what an 'abandoned' lair is. Unsafe memorials should be made safe otherwise large areas could be off limits. I think it is essential (and perhaps locals
could help) that all existing memorials should be recorded by the authorities so that if a memorial deteriorates at least there is a record of the wording.

18  Alternatively, would the introduction of non-statutory guidance provide a useful option between the current situation where no
guidance exists and the introduction of regulations?

Yes

Please enter additional comments here.:
With computers it should be easy to encourage people who know their ancestors are buried in a certain graveyard to make themselves known so they can be
contacted if there is a problem with the stone becoming unreadable.

Guidance is needed on how to clear lichen off a stone.

19  Are there any reasons why a minimum burial depth of 3 feet from the surface to the top of the coffin should not be implemented?

Don't Know

Should there be any exemptions?:

Please enter any additional comments here.:

Burial and Cremation Records

20  Do you agree that records and forms relating to burial and cremation in Scotland should be stored and transferred electronically
wherever possible?

Yes

Should any exclusions apply?:
Yes, so future generations don't have to tramp around graveyards looking for that ancestor that just might be buried there.

Should this be applied to all forms of disposing of human remains in Scotland?:
Yes. We want to know where our ancestors are. Last year I planted tulips at the gravestone of my great, great, great grandmother who died in 1835.

Two years ago I visited for the first time the gravestone of my great grandmother who died in 1906. I am shortly going to visit the the gravestone of my great
grandfather and great grandmother who died one hundred years ago. I know the plot number and am hoping I can learn something from the wording, if still
legible.

21  Should records and forms relating to burial and cremation be kept for 50 years or is it better that they are kept indefinitely?

Indefinitely

If you specified 'other', please enter your comments below.:

Alleviating pressure on burial grounds

22  Do you agree that the sale of lairs in perpetuity should be ended?

No

Please enter additional comments here.:
Don't we all want to 'rest in peace'.



23  Does the proposed alternative approach provide a suitable balance between enabling people to buy lairs and safeguarding lairs for the
future?

Don't Know

Please enter additional comments here.:
If the population is exploding we should do something about it.

24a  Should there be any restrictions about to whom the owner of a lair can transfer his or her interest?

Don't Know

24b  Should this be restricted to family members?

Yes

25  Do you agree that Burial Authorities should no longer be able to sell multiple lairs or blocks of lairs to an individual?

Yes

Please enter additional comments here.:

26  The Burial and Cremation Review Group recommended that Burial Authorities may refuse to sell a lair if it believes that it is not for
imminent use. How long should constitute ‘imminent’ in this situation?

How long should constitute ‘imminent’ in this situation? :

How could this be tested?:

27  Do you agree with the proposal that full lairs and partially-full and unused lairs should be considered for reuse in certain circumstances
with appropriate safeguards in place?

No

Please enter any additional comments here.:
How can you visit your ancestors if they have been shifted somewhere else. I can't emphasise enough how important the information on a gravestone can be.

28  Is a period of 75 years sufficient before reuse of a full lair can be considered?

No

Please enter additional comments here.:
This summer I will be visiting ancestors in Aberdeenshire who died in the 1830s and have still to visit by great grandmother and great grandfather who died 100
years ago. I plan to plant flowers at all their graves.

29a  Does the initial consultation provide sufficient assurance that relevant specialist interests have been consulted?

No

Please enter any additional comments here.:
I think there is a crisis, perhaps brought on by recent severe winters, whereby gravestones are becoming unreadable. I know budgets are tight but I know of
groups of people who tidy up their local graveyard. This should be encouraged. The gravestones are our heritage. Could this not be a job for prisoners or people
doing community service.

If it was thought fifty years would be long enough to recycle a grave then it is obvious a lot of people are going to be disappointed.

29b  Should any other specific organisations or groups be consulted at this stage?

Don't Know

30a  Does the process set out allow for sufficient notice to be given that a lair is being proposed for reuse?

Don't Know

Please enter additional comments here.:
How would the authorities know if a relative was planning to get buried in the lair in the soon or distant future. My cousin is dying and is going to buried in a grave
which was last used almost seventy years ago.

30b  Should any particular methods of notification be used in addition to those noted?

Don't Know



Please enter any addition comments.:
I'm horrified.

31  What can be done to make sure that there are no financial disincentives to opposing to the reuse of a grave?

What can be done to make sure that there are no financial disincentives to opposing to the reuse of a grave?:

32  Other than family members, who should be able to object to the proposed reuse of a lair?

What considerations should be made to determine whether an objection from a non-family member is legitimate? :
Some 'family members' might not yet be born. The gravestones should be left for the perusal of future generations.

33  What considerations should be made to determine whether an objection from a non-family member is legitimate?

What considerations should be made to determine whether an objection from a non-family member is legitimate? :

34a  If the Burial Authority decides not to reuse a lair on the basis of an objection from a non-family member, should that person become
liable for the maintenance of the lair?

Not Answered

34b  If not, should the Burial Authority remain responsible?

Not Answered

35  Do you agree that the ‘dig and deepen’ method should be used to allow the reuse of full lairs?

No

Please enter additional comments here.:
Diggin deeper should be for future new graves to allow more family in the grave or ashes.

36  Are any other techniques available that should be considered?

Don't Know

Please enter additional comments here:

37  Do you agree that headstones and memorials may be reused if appropriate?

No

Please enter additional comments here.:
Headstones and memorials provide superb information to future generations. If it's gone, it's gone.

38  Do you agree that headstones and memorials should be removed from lairs if they cannot be made safe?

No

In this instance, what should happen to headstones and memorials that are removed? :
They should be placed face up on the ground and coated with some clear solution to protect from weather so the info can still be seen. If this not possible
perhaps they could be moved to the perimiter and if that not possible and the gravestone in a crumbling state a photo should be taken and information available
of the lair should be recorded for posterity.

In my experience not enough records are available for cemeteries. I think other countries look after their graves better. The French have a weekend when they all
visit the graves of their departed.

39a  Are any other approaches for easing the pressure on burial land suitable for use in Scotland?

Don't know

39b  For example, should above ground mausoleums, similar to those found in Europe, be considered?

Don't Know

40  Is a period of 25 years sufficient before the use of a partially-full or unused lair can be considered?

No

Please enter additional comments here.:
I don't understand. Maybe the person who bought the lair is living longer than expected.



41  Is 12 months long enough to advertise the intended reuse of a full lair or use of a partially-full or unused lair?

No

Where should the Burial Authority’s intention be advertised? :
The side of a bus. Joking apart it is difficult to think of a place that everyone would see. A lot of my ancestors are buried far away so local advertising wouldn't
work. Perhaps a central web site. This would also be a tool for anyone searching for lost ancestors.

42  Where a Burial Authority intends to reuse a lair having undertaken all appropriate consultations, should it be required to make clear to
prospective purchasers that the lair is being reused or is part of a lair that is partly full?

Yes

Please enter additional comments:
Although who would want to be a cuckoo in the nest (lair).

43a  Do the safeguards described provide sufficient reassurance to ensure that lairs are not reused inappropriately?

No

Please enter additional comments here:
Until descendants of the grave occupier can be traced this is a no-no.

43b  Are any other safeguards required – for example, should the Burial Authority be required to seek a court order to reuse a lair?

Yes

Please enter additional comments here:

Please enter additional comments here.:

44  Should certain categories of grave – such as Commonwealth War Graves – be automatically excluded from consideration for reuse?

Yes

Please enter additional comments here.:
How could anyone think otherwise. LEST WE FORGET and all that.

Cremation Register

74a  Is this list comprehensive?

Not Answered

74b  Should any other information be required to be recorded in the Cremation Register?

Should any other information be required to be recorded in the Cremation Register?:

75  Does this proposal provide sufficient confidentiality in the case of the cremation of a pregnancy loss?

Not Answered

76  Are there any reasons why the Cremation Register should not be a public document, assuming that appropriate data protection and
confidentiality considerations are in place?

Not Answered

If yes, please enter additional comments here.:

77  Do you agree that the Cremation Register should be retained indefinitely?

Not Answered

Please enter additional comments here:

Regulation of the Funeral Industry

83a  Would regulation of the funeral industry be beneficial?

Yes



83b  What would regulating the industry achieve that cannot be achieved already?

What would regulating the industry achieve that cannot be achieved already?:
It would help prevent bad practice in an area.

83c  What are the disadvantages of regulating the funeral industry?

What are the disadvantages of regulating the funeral industry?:
There might be local customs that differ slightly around the country.

84a  If the funeral industry were to be regulated, what approach would be most useful for Scotland?

If the funeral industry were to be regulated, what approach would be most useful for Scotland?:

84b  Do the examples given from other jurisdictions provide useful models, ranging from a fully licensed system to a process of
self-regulation?

Don't Know

85  Do you agree that an additional inspector role, separate from the Inspector of Crematoria, would be required to support a regulatory
regime?

Don't Know

Please enter additional comments here:

Funeral Poverty

86  Do you agree with the proposal that Local Authorities should have a legal duty to ensure that their up-to-date burial and cremation
costs are published on their website in clear and accessible way?

Yes

Please enter any additonal comments:

87  Should Local Authorities be required by law to charge funeral costs on a cost-recovery basis only?

Don't Know

Please enter additional comments here:

Any Other Relevant Issues

89  Please use this space to provide information about relevant issues which are not covered in the consultation paper or any topic which
you think should be considered:

Please use this space to provide information about relevant issues which are not covered in the consultation paper or any topic which you think
should be considered::
If there is a danger of running out of lair space surely this information should be publicised more.
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