
 

 

CONSULTATION QUESTIONS 

Question 1  

What aspects of the current ILF worked well and what elements did not work so well? 
 

The ILF enabled local authorities to work flexibly with service users to 
develop approaches which supported people to live independently in the 
community.  In practice the thinking used by practitioners in developing 
solutions utilising ILF have been precursors of the more recent development 
of Self Directed Support.  The additional funding which the ILF brought often 
enabled more imaginative responses in circumstances where institutional 
care may have been the alternative. 
 
It is acknowledged that the approach adopted by different local authorities 
has resulted in significant geographical inequity of provision.  East 
Renfrewshire has, as the data shows, been particularly pro-active in 
promoting the use of the ILF to support independent living.  This positive 
message has sometimes been lost in the more recent discussions since the 
closure of the scheme and the subsequent debate on potential realignment 
of the resources. 
 
Question 2 

Should the money that becomes available after existing ILF recipients no longer 
need it be used in the same way for others in the future? If so, why? If not, how else 
might the money be used?  
 

The funding should be recycled for use by future service users needing 
support with independent living. 
 
It will be necessary to apply more universal eligibility criteria to apply the 
resources to meet outcomes for new service users as they emerge. 
 
It is noted that the funding to be made available by the DWP on 1 April 2015 
to meet the commitment to current service users will be reduced as a 
consequence of administrative reductions.  This is likely to result in a 
funding gap from the outset for local authorities. 
 
Question 3 

If the available resource is simply that which is transferred from the Treasury, how would 
you like to see it used if it was not to be a continuation of the existing approach?  
 

We are of the view that there is no immediate alternative to transferring the 
funding to local authorities on the basis of awards to current service users. 
 
Question 4 

What innovative ways might there be for increasing the overall amount of money in the 
pot?  
 

Following the transfer to funding to local authorities it will be necessary to 



 

 

review the use of the funding alongside emerging approaches which seek to 
promote the use of community assets within the context of Self Directed 
Support.   
 
Question 5 

With any available resource, where is the most effective area to target resources which 
can have the biggest impact on an individual’s ability to live more independently?  
 

Decisions on how best to achieve improvements in outcomes for individuals 
will need to be made on a case by case basis. 
 
Question 6 

Once funding has been devolved to the Scottish Government, which option do you think 
will be most appropriate for Scotland?  
 

East Renfrewshire CHCP is firmly of the view that the funding should be 
transferred to local authorities.  Local authorities, with their ongoing case 
management responsibilities for people receiving services are best placed 
to ensure continuity of provision while seeking to use resources as 
imaginatively as possible within a local context. 
 
Question 7 

To assist with our partial Equality Impact Assessment in relation to the future 
development of a sustainable Fund to support disabled people in Scotland to live 
independently, please describe any equality issues (in relation to age, disability, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender re-assignment, race, religion or belief, pregnancy and 
maternity and marriage and civil partnership) that you feel may arise and suggest 
ways in which these could be addressed.  
 

The ILF was only available to people of working age.  This clearly 
discriminated against the needs of older people. 
 


