
 

 

CONSULTATION QUESTIONS 

Question 1  

What aspects of the current ILF worked well and what elements did not work so well? 
 

The current ILF worked well in terms of providing additional funding provision for 
individuals to facilitate improved independent living opportunities within the 
Community.  The ability to support people to apply for and secure this funding at 
significant points of life transitions, enabled more comprehensive support 
packages to be secured improving choice with respect to where and how people 
lived. 

The absence of information about Group 1 users served as a frustration as there 
was a dependence on individuals sharing this information and a risk some 
people may have been double funded by the local authority and ILF over a 
period of time and the risk the payments were included in the household budget. 

As we shift increasingly to personal outcomes and individual budgets, the 
presence of ILF appears to operate on a parallel basis at times with different 
eligibility and charging processes in place which can be confusing for people 
who access support services.  
 
Question 2 

Should the money that becomes available after existing ILF recipients no longer 
need it be used in the same way for others in the future? If so, why? If not, how else 
might the money be used?  
 

The money should be allocated through Councils to Health and Social Care 
Partnerships to include in budget allocation to the wider community.  Policy and 
Legislation has caught up with the original aspirations of the Fund to maximise 
the independence of people with disabilities and ensure they are supported to 
achieve their personal outcomes. 

This funding source provides additional capacity to deliver these aspirations. 
 
Question 3 

If the available resource is simply that which is transferred from the Treasury, how would 
you like to see it used if it was not to be a continuation of the existing approach?  
 

The priority should be transferring choice, control and responsibility back to 
individuals and as such facilitating access to the resource via individual budgets 
would be the most appropriate outcome.  This enables the maximum impact for 
the money available to be reinvested into the wider community by individuals 
and not maximised by providing administrative costs for other organisations or 
parties. 
 
Question 4 

What innovative ways might there be for increasing the overall amount of money in the 
pot?  
 

The most innovative way to maximise the overall amount of money is to allocate 



 

 

it directly to individuals based on need and national eligibility criteria.  People are 
experts in their own care and needs and tend to be more cautious and careful 
when spending their own money.  The risks of service led solutions will reduce 
the direct human impact as costs for overheads and organisations will reduce 
the actual availability of money. 
 
Question 5 

With any available resource, where is the most effective area to target resources which 
can have the biggest impact on an individual’s ability to live more independently?  
 

The suggestions within the consultation document around anticipatory care 
planning and use of telecare equipment are ones which are advancing in local 
areas within existing provision.  These are the areas which have been 
developing through parallel planning processes.  As part of agreeing outcomes 
with individuals and how they may best be met, consideration of these factors 
are included.  

The individual is best placed to determine how they can best be supported to 
live more independently. 
 
Question 6 

Once funding has been devolved to the Scottish Government, which option do you think 
will be most appropriate for Scotland?  
 

From an East Ayrshire perspective, allocating the fund to Health and Social Care 
Partnership on a pro rata basis ensuring current use is reflected would enable 
consideration in partnership of current and future use of the resources.  Local 
decision making will facilitate account to be taken of local resources, facilities, 
support networks and the wider community. 

The Scottish Government commitment should reflect the policy directions for self 
directed support, enabling decisions to be taken as close to the person and their 
community as possible in recognition that people are the experts in their own 
lives. 
 
Question 7 

To assist with our partial Equality Impact Assessment in relation to the future 
development of a sustainable Fund to support disabled people in Scotland to live 
independently, please describe any equality issues (in relation to age, disability, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender re-assignment, race, religion or belief, pregnancy and 
maternity and marriage and civil partnership) that you feel may arise and suggest 
ways in which these could be addressed.  
 

The risks will be escalated for people with a disability if the current arrangements 
change significantly.  While one area may benefit from a pro rata distribution this 
will have an immediate impact on the people residing in areas should they lose 
out on this basis.  Not only will their individual budget be affected but the 
Councils’ allocation across all service user groups may be affected if resources 
require to be realigned to meet additional demand. 
 


