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Scotland National Office 
 

 29 August 2013  
Dear Sirs 
 
Implementation of Certification of Death (Scotland) Act 2011 
Consultation on the Expedited/”Not Staying Registration” Procedure 
 
The British Medical Association (BMA) is an i ndependent trade un ion and a 
voluntary professional association which represents doctors from all branche s 
of medicine all over the UK. We have a total membership of over 150,000.  
 
We welcome this o pportunity to comm ent on t he expedited “not staying  
registration” procedure. 
 
It is sen sible to have an e xpedited process with clear g uidance relating to 
circumstances where this is appropriate.   However, given that there is a 
finite resource of manpower, an expedited process for some may result in a 
longer time taken f or cases where the process has not b een expedited.  If a 
longer time for “unexpedited” requests did result, then it is possible that a 
majority of informants may request an expe dited process simply to av oid 
delays. 
 
In addition, as the new MCCD will cover both burial and cremation there would 
be no guarantee with an expedited procedure that the body of the decease d 
would be available for further examination should information later come to 
light that casts serious doubt on the cause of death. 
 
We trust that these comments are helpful.  I can confirm that we are happy  
for our response to made public in the event of any publication of responses. 
Please do not hesi tate to c ontact me if you r equire any further information 
on 0131 247 3014 or email dharley@bma.org.uk     
 
Yours faithfully 

Donald Harley 
Deputy Scottish Secretary 
BMA Scotland 




