Consultation Questionnaire

Q1. Do you agree or disagree with the purpose of a National Confidential
Forum?

Agree E}/Disagree D No preference D

Comments

Q2. Do you agree or disagree that the Forum should operate independently
from Government?

Agree D Disagree @/No preference EI

Comments
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Q3. Should the Forum
(a) be integrated into another public body ?

Agree E}/Disagree [:] No preference D

(b) be a separate unit within another public body?

Agree D Disagree E/No preference D

Comments

Q4. Do you agree or disagree that all adults who were placed in residential
care by the State should be eligible to take part in the National
Confidential Forum?

Agree E/ Disagree D No preference D

Comments
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Q5. Do you agree or disagree that the process should be the same for all
participants, regardless of whether they regard themselves as survivors
of abuse in residential childcare?

/.
Agree E Disagree D No preference D

Comments

Q6. Do you agree or disagree that people who were in the following types of
residential care should be included:

residential schools and children’s homes
residential educational provision for children with special needs

long-stay hospital provision for children with acute medical
and/or mental health needs

I

— secure accommodation

Agree Disagree D No preference D

Comments

19



Q7. What other support do you consider that participants would benefit from
before, during and after the Forum?

Comments
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Q8. Do you think that the participants should be protected from legal action
in connection with their work for the Forum?

/
Yes @ No D No preference [:]

Comments

Q9. Do you think there are any barriers that would prevent people who are
eligible to t7(e part in the Forum from participating?

Yes D No

Comments



Q10. Do you wish to add any additional points about the Forum?

Yes [:I No @/

Comments
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Equality Impact Assessment

Introduction

The public sector duties require the Scottish Government pay “due regard” to the
need to:

Eliminate discrimination, victimisation, harassment or other unlawful conduct
that is prohibited under the Equality Act 2010;

Advance equality of opportunity between people who share a protected
characteristic and those who do not; and

Foster good relations between people who share a relevant protected
characteristic.

These three requirements apply across the “protected characteristics” of age;
disability; gender reassignment; pregnancy and maternity; race; religion and belief;
sex and sexual orientation.

In effect, this means that equality considerations are integrated into all the functions
and policies of Scottish Government Directorates and Agencies.

A key part of those duties it to impact assess all our policies to ensure that we do not
inadvertently create a negative impact for equality groups and also that we actively
seek the opportunity to promote equality of opportunity and to foster good relations.

The Aim of the National Confidential Forum

The aim of the National Confidential Forum is to give adults who spent time in
residential care as children the opportunity to talk about their experiences.

In this section of the consultation questions we are particularly interested in finding
out your views on whether the National Confidential Forum meets the needs of the
following groups:

Age

Disability

Gender

Sexual Orientation
Race

Religion and Belief

Your responses to the questions will help us to carry out a full equality impact
assessment for a National Confidential Forum.



Questions

1. Do you think the creation of a National Confidential Forum will have a
disproportionally negatively impact on particular groups of people in our target
audience?

Yes D No E{

Comments
2. Do you think the creation of a National Confidential Forum will have a positive

impact on particular groups of people in our target audience?

Yes [E/No I:l

Comments

" What negative impacts do you think the National Confidential Forum will have
on a particular group?

Comments

4. What positive impacts do you think the National Confidential Forum will have
on a particular group?

Comments
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ConsL i TATION

23



8. What changes would you suggest to reduce any negative impact you have
identified?

Comments A ) % T
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6.  What changes would you suggest to enhance any positive impacts you have
identified?

Comments

7. Are there any significant issues we need to consider in relation to:
« Age
* Disability
*  Gender
* Sexual Orientation
* Race
* Religion and Belief?

Comments
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The Scottish Government has an email alert system for consultations,
http://register.scotland.gov.uk. This system allows stakeholder individuals and
organisations to register and receive a weekly email containing details of all new
consultations (including web links). It complements, but in no way replaces SG
distribution lists, and is designed to allow stakeholders to keep up to date with all SG
consultation activity, and therefore be alerted at the earliest opportunity to those of
most interest. We would encourage you to register.

Handling your response

We need to know how you wish your response to be handled and, in particular,
whether you are happy for your response to be made public. Please complete and
return the Respondent Information Form attached to this letter as this will ensure that
we treat your response appropriately. If you ask for your response not to be
published we will regard it as confidential, and we will treat it accordingly. All
respondents should be aware that the Scottish Government are subject to the
provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and would therefore
have to consider any request made to it under the Act for information relating to
responses made to this consultation exercise.

Next steps in the process

Where respondents have given permission for their response to be made public and
after we have checked that they contain no potentially defamatory material,
responses will be made available to the public in the Scottish Government Library.
(see the attached Respondent Information Form), these will be made available to the
public in the Scottish Government Library and on the Scottish Government
consultation web pages. You can make arrangements to view responses by
contacting the SG Library on 0131 244 4552. Responses can be copied and sent to
you, but a charge may be made for this service.

What happens next?

Following the closing date, all responses will be analysed and considered along with
any other available evidence to help us reach a decision on our policy for the
National Confidential Forum. We will aim to publish a report on the consultation by 3
December 2012.

Comments and complaints

If you have any comments about how this consultation exercise has been conducted,
please send them to the contact details above.

Yours sincerely

Julie Muir
SurvivorScotland Team
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