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Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact 
Assessment (CRWIA) for Public 
Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 - 
Extension of Part 2 Order Making 
Powers 2025 – February 2025 
 

Disclaimer 

This document is a point in time assessment of the likely effects of the above-named 
proposal on the rights and wellbeing of children and young people. This impact 
assessment should be read in conjunction with other impact assessments prepared 
for this proposal. 

Scottish Government acknowledge the importance of monitoring and evaluating the 
impact of strategic decisions and legislation on children’s rights and wellbeing. Any 
information gathered during implementation of the legislation or strategic decision to 
which the impact assessment relates, will be used to inform future determinations of 
impact. Any new strategic decision or new legislation (including amending 
legislation) would be subject to a new CRWIA in line with the legislative 
requirements.   
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Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment Template 

1. Brief Summary

Type of proposal: 

• Scottish Statutory Instrument

Name the proposal, and describe its overall aims and intended purpose: 

Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010: Extension of Part 2 Order-Making 
Powers 

The proposal is to extend the Order Making Powers under Part 2 of the Public 
Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 by a further 5 years.  

Scottish Ministers currently hold powers to propose changes to the law, in ways that 
are more streamlined and flexible than a new Act of the Scottish Parliament would 
require, in two specific instances. These situations are to improve the effectiveness, 
efficiency and economy of public service functions; and to reduce or remove burdens 
for any person resulting from legislation. These powers have been in place since the 
Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 came into force and require to be 
renewed every 5 years in order to continue. 

Start date of proposal’s development: August 2024 

Start date of CRWIA process: November 2024 

2. With reference given to the requirements of the UNCRC
(Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024 (Annex 1), which aspects of
the proposal are relevant to/impact upon children’s rights?

Having considered the requirements of the UNCRC, there are no aspects of the 
proposed SSI which are deemed relevant or impact upon children’s rights. This SSI 
will merely renew existing powers that are already available to ministers under the 
Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010.   

The situation may arise where a draft order made using the powers which this SSI 
renews is relevant to or impacts upon children’s rights. This and any other draft order 
made using these powers will be subject to its own robust scrutiny arrangements. 
This includes a duty to produce any impact assessment which may be relevant to 
the scope of the draft order, including a Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact 
Assessment.  It also includes a strict set of consultation requirements for that draft 
order and the most rigorous procedure for securing parliamentary approval that 
applies to any proposed SSI (known as “Super Affirmative Procedure”). 

Please provide a summary of the evidence gathered which will be used to  
inform your decision-making and the content of the proposal.   

An online consultation was carried out between 16 December 2024 and 10 February 
2024 and received 21 responses. Responses were overwhelmingly positive. In total, 
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16 respondents supported each of the proposals; while 4 opposed them and 1 was 
neutral. No issues were raised regarding an impact upon children’s rights.  

3. Please provide a summary of the evidence gathered which will 
be used to inform your decision-making and the content of the 
proposal  

Not applicable 

4. Further to the evidence described at ‘3’ have you identified any 
'gaps' in evidence which may prevent determination of impact? 
If yes, please provide an explanation of how they will be 
addressed  

Not applicable 

5. Analysis of Evidence 

Not applicable 

6. What changes (if any) have been made to the proposal as a 
result of this assessment? 

Not applicable  

Conclusion 

7. As a result of the evidence gathered and analysed against all 
UNCRC requirements, what is the potential overall impact of this 
proposal on children’s rights? 

No impact. Any draft order made using the powers which this SSI renews will be 
subject to its own robust scrutiny arrangements, including a duty to produce a 
CRWIA. 

8. If you have identified a positive impact on children’s rights, 
please describe below how the proposal will protect, respect, 
and fulfil children’s rights in Scotland.  

Not applicable 

9. If a negative impact has been identified, please describe it 
below. Is there a risk this could potentially amount to an 
incompatibility? 

Not applicable  

Mitigation Record 

What options have been considered to modify the proposal in order to mitigate a 
negative impact or potential incompatibility? 
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Please summarise mitigation actions taken below 

Issue or risk identified and relevant UNCRC requirement 

Not applicable 

Action Taken/To Be Taken 

Not applicable 

Date action to be taken or was taken 

Not applicable 

10. As a result of the evidence gathered and analysed against all 
wellbeing indicators (Annex 2), will the proposal contribute to 
the wellbeing of children and young people in Scotland? 
(Guidance Section 2.3.2, pages 20-22). 

Safe:      Not Applicable 

Healthy:     Not Applicable 

Achieving:     Not Applicable 

Nurtured:     Not Applicable 

Active:     Not Applicable 

Respected:     Not Applicable 

Responsible:     Not Applicable  

Included:     Not Applicable 

If yes, please provide an explanation below: 

11. How will you communicate to children and young people the 
impact that the proposal will have on their rights?  

We will publish an accessible, publicly available version of this CRWIA online. 
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Post Assessment Review and sign-off 

12. Planning for the review of impact on children’s rights and 
wellbeing 

The powers that are to be extended as part of this SSI have an associated ‘sunset 
clause’ which requires them to be reviewed and renewed (if appropriate) every five 
years. A further CRWIA will be completed when that review takes place in 2030.  

13. Sign off  

Policy Lead Signature & Date of Sign Off: David Milne   11/02/2025 

Deputy Director Signature & Date of Sign Off: Simon Mair  13/02/2025 

Date CRWIA team first contacted:       29/01/2025 
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