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  Annual and Quarterly Planning Performance Statistics, 2016/17
 
  This report presents statistics on planning decision-making and timescales across the years 2012/13 to 2016/17. It is based on quarterly data collected by the Scottish Government from Local and Planning Authorities as part of the Planning Performance Framework (introduced in 2012). Longer term trends are also presented where data for earlier years is available in a comparable format.
 
   Annual Trends (excludes legacy cases and processing agreements)
 
   Chart 1: Applications for Local Developments: Number of decisions
 
  [image: Chart 1: Applications for Local Developments: Number of decisions] 
   Chart 2: Applications for Local Developments: Average decision time (weeks)
 
  [image: Chart 2: Applications for Local Developments: Average decision time (weeks)] 
   Chart 3: Applications for Major Developments: Number of decisions
 
  [image: Chart 3: Applications for Major Developments: Number of decisions] 
   Chart 4: Applications for Major Developments: Average decision time (weeks)
 
  [image: Chart 4: Applications for Major Developments: Average decision time (weeks)] 
   Key Findings for the year 2016/17:  [1] 
 
   Reduction in planning applications decided in 2016/17 compared with previous four years.
 
  	The number of Local Development  [2]  decisions in 2016/17 totalled 26,986, a decrease of 6% (1,778 applications) from the previous year. This drop was largely due to fewer decisions for housing, electricity generation, householder, business & industry and other developments.
	The number of Major Development  [3]  decisions in 2016/17 totalled 246, a decrease of 8% (22 applications) from 2015/16. There were decreases across all categories of development apart from those for housing and business & industry.

 
   The overall average decision time for Local Developments is the quickest annual figure since the start of this data collection in 2012/13.
 
  	Local Development decisions were quicker by an average of 4 days per application compared with 2015/16 (9.2 weeks in 2016/17 compared with 9.7 weeks in 2015/16) and were the quickest since the start of this data collection in 2012/13.
	Improvements were seen in average decision times for most categories of Local Developments apart from electricity generation, AMSCs  [4] , waste management and telecommunications. In particular, the average decision time for local housing developments was 12.7 weeks for 2016/17, one week quicker than the previous year (13.7 weeks).
	A total of 22 out of 34 planning authorities have reported improvements in their average decision times for Local Developments in 2016/17 compared to 2015/16.

 
   The overall average decision time for Major Developments is the slowest annual figure since the start of this data collection in 2012/13.
 
  	Major Development decisions were slower by an average of 6 weeks per application compared with 2015/16 (37.0 weeks in 2016/17 compared with 31.0 weeks in 2015/16) and were the slowest since the start of this data collection in 2012/13.
	Average figures based on a relatively small number of Major Development applications can be skewed by a few lengthy decisions. Almost 69% of Major applications in 2016/17 were decided in a time quicker than the average of 37.0 weeks.
	Decisions for most categories of Major Developments were slower apart from minerals and waste management applications. In particular, the average decision time for major housing developments was 44.9 weeks for 2016/17, more than four weeks slower than the previous year (40.6 weeks).

 
   Quarterly Trends (excludes legacy cases and processing agreements)
 
   Chart 5: Applications for Local Developments: Number of decisions
 
  [image: Chart 5: Applications for Local Developments: Number of decisions] 
   Chart 6: Applications for Local Developments: Average decision time (weeks)
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   Key Findings for Quarter 4 of 2016/17:  [5] 
 
   The overall average decision time for Local Developments was quicker in quarter 4 of 2016/17 when compared with the previous quarter, and was quicker than the equivalent quarter four figures in each of the previous four years.
 
  	For quarter 4 of 2016/17, the average decision time for Local Developments was 9.3 weeks. This is almost two days quicker than the previous quarter (9.5 weeks), and one week quicker than the equivalent quarter in 2015/16 (10.3 weeks).
	Local housing applications were decided in an average of 12.8 weeks, the same as the previous quarter (12.8 weeks), but quicker by almost thirteen days than the equivalent quarter in the previous year (14.6 weeks).

 
   Chart 7: Applications for Major Developments: Number of decisions
 
  [image: Chart 7: Applications for Major Developments: Number of decisions] 
   Chart 8: Applications for Major Developments: Average decision time (weeks)
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   The overall average decision time for Major Developments in quarter 4 of 2016/17 was quicker than the previous quarter but slower than quarter 4 in the previous year.
 
  	For quarter 4 of 2016/17, the average decision time for Major Developments was 32.6 weeks, more than one week quicker than the previous quarter (33.9 weeks), but more than 5 weeks slower than the equivalent quarter in 2015/16 (27.2 weeks).

 
  	Major housing applications were decided in an average of 45.6 weeks, six and a half weeks slower than in the previous quarter (39.1 weeks), and twelve and a half weeks slower than in the equivalent quarter in the previous year (33.1 weeks).

 
  These figures exclude pre 3rd August 2009 legacy cases; please see sections 3 to 7 for data on applications that include legacy cases. They also exclude applications subject to processing agreements; please see section 2 for further information on these.
 
 
                            

                        


                        
                        

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            1. Introduction
                                        
                                    
                                

                        
                        

                            
                                Contact

                                Email: planstats@gov.scot

Phone: 0300 244 4000 – Central Enquiry Unit

The Scottish Government
St Andrew's House
Regent Road
Edinburgh
EH1 3DG



                            

                


                




    
        There is a problem

        

        

    


    
        Thanks for your feedback

    


    
        

        
            Was this helpful?

            
                
                    
                    Yes

                    
                        
                            Your comments

                            

                            Your feedback helps us to improve this website. Do not give any personal information because we cannot reply to you directly.

                        


                        Send feedback
                    

                


                
                    
                    No

                    
                        
                            Choose a reason for your feedback
                            
                                Please select a reason
It wasn't detailed enough
It's hard to understand
It's incorrect
It needs updating
There's a broken link
It wasn't what I was looking for
Other


                                
                            

                        


                        
                            Your comments

                            

                            Your feedback helps us to improve this website. Do not give any personal information because we cannot reply to you directly.

                        


                        Send feedback
                    

                


                
                    
                    Yes, but

                    
                        
                            Choose a reason for your feedback
                            
                                Please select a reason
It needs updating
There's a spelling mistake
It's hard to understand
There's a broken link
Other


                                
                            

                        


                        
                            Your comments

                            

                            Your feedback helps us to improve this website. Do not give any personal information because we cannot reply to you directly.

                        


                        Send feedback
                    

                

            

        

    



                

            

        
    



































        






    Back to top 




        




    
        
            
                Follow The Scottish Government
            

            	
                    
                        
                            
                            Facebook
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            Twitter
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            Flickr
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            YouTube
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            Instagram
                        

                    
                


        

    

    
        
            	

                        Accessibility
                    
	

                        Archive
                    
	

                        Contact
                    
	

                        Cookies
                    
	

                        Crown Copyright
                    
	

                        Jobs and vacancies
                    
	

                        Privacy
                    



            
                
                    [image: Open Government License]
                
                All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except for graphic assets and where otherwise stated

                © Crown Copyright

            


            
                [image: gov.scot]
            

        

    



        

    


    
    

    



