
Housing statistics for Scotland 2007: key trends summary 
 
This summary document provides an introduction to the new Housing Statistics for 
Scotland web tables which replace the former quarterly housing trends statistical bulletins. 
These interactive tables present comprehensive data on housing activity in Scotland up to 
30 June 2007 in a range of formats, including information on public sector stock and house 
sales, demolitions, new build, local authority housing management, houses in multiple 
occupation, special needs housing, rent registration and private sector improvement 
grants. 
The trends described below represent a general overview of a few key areas, and users 
requiring more information can obtain this directly from the housing statistics data library at 
 http://www.scotland.gov.uk//Topics/Statistics/Browse/Housing-Regeneration/Datasets. 

The web tables will be updated regularly as new data become available and the timetable 
for updates posted on the website. These tables replace the quarterly housing trends 
statistical bulletins. However the intention is to use the website to disseminate other 
analyses which may be carried out by the Scottish Government or other users. 
 
Background 
The last quarter of a century has seen a significant change in housing tenure. In 1982, 
under 40% of households were owner occupiers. By 2005, this had risen to nearly 70%. 
Although there has been a similar pattern of change across much of Europe, the change 
has been particularly dramatic in Scotland, where the level of owner-occupation has 
increased by almost a third since the early 1980s. 
 

Chart 1 Housing tenure in Scotland: 1982-2005
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Mirroring changes in cultural attitudes toward home ownership, two structural factors have 
contributed to this shift: the introduction of the right to buy for public authority tenants in 
1979 coupled with the decline of public authority new build, and the increased contribution 
of private sector building. 
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Stock 
New build 
Historic trends in new build showed peaks in the early 1950s and late 1960s resulting 
primarily from programmes of post-war reconstruction and slum clearances. From a high 
point of about 41,000-43,000 completions a year, mainly in the public sector, the level of 
new build fell during the early 80s to under 20,000 completions per year. Since then, there 
has been an overall upward trend to just under 25,000 completions per year during the 
past few years, predominantly due to private sector new build which currently represents 
over 80% of all completions. The remainder of new build is predominantly by housing 
associations. To give some indication of future building levels, over recent years new build 
starts are running at about 27,000 per year. 
 

Chart 2 New housing in Scotland since 1920
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Sales of social sector housing to sitting tenants 
The introduction of right to buy legislation in 1979 had a substantial impact on the profile of 
Scottish housing, and the scale and nature of these changes are shown in the 2006 report 
to the Scottish Parliament The right to buy in Scotland: pulling together the evidence. 
Over the years, nearly half a million sales of public sector stock have taken place. The 
annual rate of sales to sitting tenants peaked at just under 40,000 in 1989, at the height of 
the housing boom. It then fell rapidly in the early 1990s as the housing market crashed, 
settling at around 15,000 per year from the mid 1990s onwards. Legislation introduced as 
part of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 then resulted in significant changes in right to buy 
terms for new tenants from 2002. 
After a small upturn in 2002 and 2003, sales have declined consistently with decreases 
varying between 12% and 19% per year, to a current level of about 8,500 public authority 
right to buy sales for 2006-07 (including local authorities with total stock transfers). This is 
to be expected as the vast majority of tenants buying over this period have the preserved 
right to buy, and tenancies for new tenants are on modernised terms which in most cases 
means they cannot buy until October 2007, and this on less favourable terms then 
previously. 
Local authorities can also apply for the Scottish Government to grant pressured area 
status for designated localities, resulting in the suspension of the right to buy for all 
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modernised tenancies in local authority and registered social landlord properties for up to 
five years. So far, eight local authorities have made successful applications for pressured 
area status. Furthermore, the 2007 Scottish Government discussion document Firm 
foundations: the future of housing in Scotland suggests that new social housing should be 
exempt from right to buy. 
 
Public authority housing 
Public authority stock levels have been decreasing each year since the 1980s. This is 
mainly due to tenants buying their homes under right to buy coupled with a decline in the 
number of new public authority dwellings being built, as well as community ownership 
programmes whereby a public authority transfers either all or part of its housing stock and 
management function to registered social landlords (RSLs).  
The New Towns established during the 40s, 50s and 60s were wound up in the mid 90s, 
with most of the stock being transferred to other public authorities. Between 1990 and 
2005, Scottish Homes transferred about 75,000 units previously owned by the Scottish 
Special Housing Association to housing associations and co-operatives. 
During 2003, three councils transferred their stock to RSLs (Dumfries and Galloway, 
Glasgow and Scottish Borders). While the decrease in housing stock had been running at 
3%-4% per year since the late 1990s, primarily due to right to buy sales, the transfers 
resulted in the loss of over 20% of the total stock. Since then, Argyll and Bute Council and 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar have also transferred their stock, and Inverclyde Council is 
currently in the process of doing so. 
Current figures for social sector stock as at March 2007 show that of the 608,000 units, 
just under 60% is owned by public authorities. This represents a substantial change since 
the mid 1990s when public authorities owned nearly 90% of the 777,000 units of social 
rented stock. The increased contribution of registered social landlords to the social rented 
sector is reflected in rising stock levels since the late 1990s. 
 
Public sector vacant stock 
Public sector dwellings can be vacant for a variety of reasons, such as being part of a 
planned disposal or modernisation/repair programme, or in low demand areas. While the 
overall amount of stock is decreasing, the proportion of vacant stock as at 31 March for 
both normal letting and all stock remaining shows a small but fairly consistent decrease in 
recent years, from 2% to about 1% for normal letting stock. The most recent snapshot 
figures for 2007 show about 10,600 vacant dwelling, of which about 3,200 consist of 
normal letting stock. 
 
Housing for older people and those with disabilities 
Housing for older people and those with disabilities is provided by both public authorities 
and housing associations. In addition, programmes such as Supporting People have 
helped to meet specific housing needs of older and other vulnerable people to give them 
the opportunity to continue to live in their own homes. Housing for people with variable 
needs is currently mainly classified as very sheltered, sheltered, medium dependency,  
wheelchair and ambulant disabled, although figures can vary from year to year as 
dwellings may be adapted to suit the particular needs of tenants, or re-classified by 
providers. 
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Overall, the amount of very sheltered accommodation has shown consistent increases 
every year, rising from about 700 in 1996 to 5,100 in 2007. Figures for sheltered 
accommodation have remained fairly constant during the past 10 years at about 33,000-
35,000 units, while the less specialised medium dependency housing has shown an 
overall drop from 17,600 to 12,800 units since 1996. Wheelchair housing has increased 
from 2,300 in 1996 to 5,800 in 2007. 
 
Housing management 
Local authority lettings 
Mirroring the falling stock levels, the number of local authority lettings has decreased each 
year since the early 2000s. During 2006-07 there were about 30,000 permanent lettings 
made, a decrease of over 40% compared to 2001-02. 
The proportion of lets allocated to homeless applicants is a key indicator in measuring 
local authorities’ capacity to respond to changes in homelessness legislation in relation to 
removing the distinction between priority and non-priority need in 2012. Over the past 
couple of years, the proportions of local authority lets to homeless applicants have 
increased, with the latest figures confirming the observed upward trend. In 2006-07, 34% 
of all local authority lettings were to homeless households, compared to 32% for 2005-06. 
This represents a substantial increase compared to the situation a decade ago (12% in 
1996-97). 
 
Local authority evictions 
Local authority evictions are currently running at about 1,000 per year, with a small but 
consistent increase over the past three years. This represents about 6% of all cases 
proceeding to court. 
 
Houses in multiple occupation 
The number of licences in force has increased year on year since the introduction of the 
mandatory licensing scheme in 2001. The most recent figures for 2007 show about 7,900 
licences in force at 31 March, 4% more than the previous year. There were 2,500 new 
applications received in 2006-07, 6% more than the year before. 



 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT STATISTICAL SERVICES 
 
OUR ROLE 
 
The aim of the Statistical Service is to provide relevant and reliable information, analysis and advice that meet the 
needs of government, business and the people of Scotland. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
1. To produce statistics and analysis relevant to user needs by 
• Developing the range of statistics and analysis we produce; 
• Where practicable improving timeliness; 
• Providing more statistics disaggregated by age, gender and ethnicity; 
• Developing more data for small areas through the Neighbourhood Statistics project; 
• Contributing to production of comparable statistics across the UK and internationally. 
 
2.  To ensure effective use of our statistics by 
• Contributing more directly to policy processes inside and where possible outside government; 
• Improving access to and presentation of data and analysis; 
• Improving the advice provided on statistics. 
 
3.  To work effectively with users and providers by 
• Maintaining arrangements to consult and involve users and providers 
• Involving users and providers in planning developments in outputs and processes 
 
4. To develop the quality of statistics by 
• Assuring and improving quality as an integral part of data collection and analysis and through regular reviews 

in line with National Statistics quality strategy; 
• Developing statistical methods, systems and classifications; 
• Working with the rest of the Government Statistical Service to develop joint approaches/solutions where 

appropriate. 
 
5.  To assure the integrity of statistics by 
• Maintaining and promoting integrity through implementation of the National Statistics Code of Practice and 

related protocols; 
• Safeguarding the confidentiality of data subjects. 
 
6. To ensure the efficient and effective delivery of statistics products and services by 
• Making best use of all sources including administrative sources, 
• Minimising the burden on data providers through survey monitoring and advice; 
• Ensuring value for money; 
• Making best use of information and communications technology; 
• Working with other analysts; 
• Ensuring effective communication within the Statistician Group. 
 
7. To develop our workforce and competences 
• Ensuring recruitment of staff with the necessary skills and potential; 
• Ensuring development of expertise amongst existing staff; 
• Promoting and upholding the standards of the statistics profession. 
 
This is a National Statistics publication 
This is a National Statistics publication.  It has been produced to high professional standards set out in the National 
Statistics Code of Practice and Release Practice Protocol.  http://www.statistics.gov.uk/about_ns/cop/default.asp 
 

These statistics undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs. They are 
produced free from any political interference. 
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Correspondence and enquiries 
 
Enquiries on Scottish Government Housing Statistics 
should be addressed to: 
 
Marie Climson 
Communities Analytical Services Division 
Area 1-F Dockside, Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ 
Telephone: (0131) 244 7236; Fax:  (0131) 244 0446 
e-mail: housingstatistics@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
 

 

 
General enquiries on Scottish Government statistics 
can be addressed to: 
 
Kevin Meenan 
Office of the Chief Statistician 
4 Floor East Rear, St Andrews House 
EDINBURGH   EH1 3DG 
Telephone: (0131) 244 0442; Fax: (0131) 244 0335 
e-mail: statistics.enquiries@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
 

 
Advice on specific areas of Scottish Government statistical work can be obtained from staff at the telephone numbers given below: 
 
Scottish Government Statistics contacts 
Schools – qualifications (0131) 244 0313 
Schools – pupils and teachers (0131) 244 0309 
Further and Higher Education (0141) 242 0273 

 The Economy (0131) 244 2234 
 Labour market (0141) 242 5446 
 Business (0141) 242 5446 
Income, Tax and Benefits (0131) 244 2583 
Local government finance (0131) 244 7033 
Environment, planning & local government 
staffing 

(0131) 244 0445 

Equality  (0131) 244 0442 
Housing (0131) 244 7231 
Transport (0131) 244 7255 
Health (0131) 244 3432 
Community Care (0131) 244 3777 
Social Justice (0131) 244 0442 
Scottish Government personnel (0131) 244 3926 
Agricultural census and labour force (0131) 244 6150 
Fisheries (0131) 244 6441 
Courts and law (0131) 244 2227 
Recorded crime and prisons (0131) 244 2225 

 

Other contacts for Scottish statistics 
Forestry Commission (0131) 314 6337
The Scottish Funding Councils for 
Higher and Further Education 

(0131) 313 6575

General Register Office for Scotland 
- Vital statistics and publications 
- Population statistics, census statistics or digital 

boundary products 

 
(0131) 314 4243

 
(0131) 314 4254

Communities Scotland 
Registered Social Landlord statistics 

 
(0141) 271 3756

 
For general enquiries about National Statistics in the United 
Kingdom Government contact the National Statistics Public Enquiry 
Service on 
020 7533 5888 
minicom: 01633 812399 
e-mail: info@statistics.gov.uk 
Fax: 01633 652747 
Letters: room DG/18, 1 Drummond Gate, 
LONDON SW1V 2QQ 
 
You can also find National Statistics on the internet 

www.statistics.gov.uk 
 

If you would like to be consulted about new or existing statistical collections or to receive notification of forthcoming statistical publications, please 
register your statistical interest on the Scottish Government ScotStat web site at www.scotland.gov.uk/scotstat 
 
Current staff names, e-mail addresses and the publications listed below as well as a range of other statistical publications can be found on the Scottish 
Government website at www.scotland.gov.uk/stats.   
 
Further information on the General Register Office for Scotland is available on the website www.gro-scotland.gov.uk 
Most recent statistical publications relating to the Natural and Built Environment theme (housing only) 
Ref . no. Title Last published Price 

HSG/2006/6 Operation of the Homeless Persons Legislation in Scotland: National and Local Authority Analyses 
2005-06 September 2006 £2 

HSG/2006/7 Housing Trends in Scotland : Quarter ending 30 June 2006 November 2006 £2 
HSG/2007/1 Local Authority Housing  Income and Expenditure 2004-05to 2006-07 January 2007 £2 
HSG/2007/2 Housing Trends in Scotland : Quarter ending 30 September 2006 February 2007 £2 
HSG/2007/4 Supporting People Client Statistics 2005-06 March 2007  
HSG/2007/5 Housing Trends in Scotland : Quarter ending 31 December 2006 May 2007 £2 
HSG/2007/6 Local Authority Housing  Income and Expenditure 2005-06to 2007-08 July 2007 £2 
HSG/2007/6 Operation of the Homeless Persons Legislation in Scotland: National and Local Authority Analyses 

2006-07 October 2007 £2 

 
Additional copies of these publications may be purchased from Scottish Government Publication Sales, Blackwell’s Bookshop, 53 South Bridge, 
Edinburgh, EH1 1YZ, Telephone: (0131) 662 8283, Fax: (0131) 557 8149.  Cheques should be made payable to ‘Blackwell’s Bookshop’. 
 
Complaints and suggestions 
If you are not satisfied with our service, please write to the Chief Statistician, Mr Rob Wishart, 3 Floor East Rear, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, 
EH1 3DG, Telephone: (0131) 244 0302, e-mail rob.wishart@scotland.gov.uk.  We also welcome any comments or suggestions that would help us to 
improve our standards of service. 
 
 
 
 
Crown Copyright 
Brief extracts from the Crown Copyright material in this publication may be reproduced provided the source is fully acknowledged. 

ISBN 978 0 7559 6862 6 (web only publication)

mailto:info@statistics.gov.uk�



