
Program participant Aissata Bah displays her voucher-supported food purchases – April 12th, Dare commune, Bankass 
Cercle, Mopti region. Photo: Mercy Corps. 

FOOD SUPPORT FOR DISPLACED PERSONS FOLLOWING 
CONFLICTS BETWEEN FULANI/DOGON 
"THE PROJECT HAS SAVED LIVES IN OUR VILLAGE" 
Aissata Bah is a 53-year-old housewife currently living in the village of Dare in the commune of Bankass.                  
She is married and has 4 children, two girls and two boys. Aissata is from the village of Koumbogourou                   
located in the cercle of Koro. She and her family fled to Dare, in the Bankass cercle, following death threats.                    
They were among the few Fulani families in their predominantly Dogon village. Once in Dare, Aissata's                
family was confronted with a local reality: cattle theft. From July to December 2018, they lost 90% of their                   
livestock due to attacks and robberies on pasture lands. To resolve this problem, Aissata's husband and                
other village men moved with all the remaining animals to Dillo, commune of Sio, cercle of Mopti. She                  
remained alone in her home without any resources to feed the children, including milk, their staple food. 

In the project preparatory phase, Aissata was invited by the village chief of Dare to have her household                  
registered by Mercy Corps assessors before becoming a participant in the HEF program in Bankass.               
Subsequently, Aissata received a 32,500 XOF voucher in January and 32,500 XOF in cash in February and                 
March. "With our vouchers, we easily picked up our food supply such as rice, millet, oil cans and spaghetti                   
packages at a local store" said Aissata. "Then we were able to feed our families properly. Before the                  
distribution, we had nothing left - no food to eat, no products to sell, not even clothes to wear. Today, we are                      
very happy, even if our conditions are still very harsh and we still have trouble finding the condiment prices." 

During the last team visit, Aissata and her children were among the last few people who stayed in the                   
Bankass cercle after the tragic events in Ogossagou. She was waiting for her husband's return to continue                 
on to Burkina Faso. Aissata believes this assistance has saved the lives of many children in the village of                   
Dare. 

 


