
Supporting documentation / Email Chains for FoI/18/02277 
 

1. All communication sent to or by Graeme Logan regarding the new 
Scottish National Standardised Assessments (SNSA) This request applies 
to the period since Graeme Logan left Education Scotland and took up his 
position with the Scottish Government 
 
 
Redacted text is exempt under 30(b)(i) and 30(b)(ii) free and frank exchange of 
views for the purposes of deliberation, 33(1)(b) commercial interests, 36(1) legal 
advice and 38(1)(b) personal information. 

 
  
EMAIL CHAIN 1 
 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 10 August 2018 09:37 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]  Wilson M (Mick) <Mick.Wilson@gov.scot>; 
Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies]; News Desk [redacted – exemption applies]; 
Communications DFM & Education [redacted – exemption applies]; Leng D (David) 
<David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] [redacted – exemption 
applies]; Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) <Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – exemption applies]; McAllister C (Colin) <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies] 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
Following Mick’s comments Graeme has made the following changes to the lines. 
Please see below. 
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 

 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 09 August 2018 15:57 
To: Wilson M (Mick) <Mick.Wilson@gov.scot>; Logan G (Graeme) 
<Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies]; News [redacted – exemption applies] 
Communications DFM & Education [redacted – exemption applies]; Leng D (David) 
<David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies]; [redacted – exemption 
applies] ; Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) <Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – exemption applies] ;McAllister C (Colin) <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Mick/Graeme, 
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As discussed with PO, taking DFM off copy list for the moment. 
 
Updated lines below as per DFM and Graeme’s suggestions. Grateful for any views 
asap.  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
[redacted – 5 paragraphs – exemption applies] 
 
Thanks,  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
From: Wilson M (Mick)  
Sent: 09 August 2018 15:55 
To: Logan G (Graeme); [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] News Desk; Communications DFM & Education; 
[redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David); [redacted – exemption applies] 
Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning); [redacted – exemption applies] 
McAllister C (Colin) 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies] 
 
Graeme, 
[redacted – 1 line – exemption applies] 
 
M 
 
 
Mick Wilson  
Deputy Director, Education Analysis  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 09 August 2018 15:36 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] News Desk; Communications DFM & Education; 
[redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David); [redacted – exemption applies]; 
Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning); [redacted – exemption applies] 
[redacted – exemption applies] McAllister C (Colin) 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Colleagues 
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies] 
 
Thanks 
Graeme.  



 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 09 August 2018 15:27 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
<DFMCSE@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] News Desk [redacted – exemption applies] 
Communications DFM & Education [redacted – exemption applies] D (David) 
<David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] Logan G (Graeme) 
<Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] Robertson FMG (Fiona) 
(Director of Learning) <Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot>; Wilson M (Mick) 
<Mick.Wilson@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] [redacted – exemption 
applies] McAllister C (Colin) <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies] 
 
DFM/PO, 
 
We have been approached by Central FM, Daily Express, The Times, Daily Mail, and 
the Scotsman on the below release from Labour calling for the suspension of 
stardardised testing.  
 
[redacted – 6 paragraphs – exemption applies] 
 
Thanks,  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
 
NEWS FROM SCOTTISH LABOUR 
EMBARGO: 00.01 FRIDAY 10 AUGUST 2018 
 
Suspend standardised testing as part of literacy drive - Gray  
 
Labour has called for the suspension of standardised testing as part of a five point plan 
to reboot standards in Scottish schools.  
 
The controversial tests, which have left children and tears, were first raised by Richard 
Leonard at First Minister’s Questions in June. 
 
Despite promising to make education its top priority, the SNP government has 
undertaken a series of controversial reforms, including the introduction of standardising 
assessments. 
 
The tests contribute nothing to help teachers close the attainment gap. Labour said they 
should be replaced by a new Scottish Survey for Literacy and Numeracy. 
 
The party’s 5 point plan is: 
 
• Suspension of the standardised assessments that are leaving Scotland’s children in 
tears. These must be replaced with genuinely diagnostic tests to aid teachers. 
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• Restoration of the Scottish Survey of Literacy and Numeracy to replace the 
standardised assessments. 
• Reversing the decision to remove the Programme for International Student 
Assessment (PISA) as an indicator for educational attainment under the new National 
Performance Framework (NPF). 
• Re-entering Scotland in the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) 
measurement. 
• Re-establishing participation in the Trends in International Mathematics and Science 
Study (TIMSS) measurement.  
 
Labour will also press the SNP Government to reverse its decision to remove PISA 
from the National Performance Framework, in addition to reinstating TIMSS and PIRLS, 
arguing that the international standard is a much better way of measuring performance 
than simply statistics produced by the Scottish Government alone. 
 
Iain Gray, Labour’s education spokesperson, said: 
 
“Scotland’s schools should be the best in the world – but that means facing the rest of 
the world when measuring the performance of our schools. 
 
“The SNP is attempting to remove an internationally recognised standard of educational 
attainment – this is an inward looking step and could have a detrimental effect on how 
we perform as a country. 
 
“The SNP should drop this decision and suspend their standardised assessments which 
have left pupils in tears. 
 
“Instead, the Government should reintroduce a new Scottish Survey of Literacy and 
Numeracy, and renew participation in PIRLS and TIMSS. 
 
“After eleven years in Government the SNP are manufacturing their own accountability, 
picking and choosing measures of attainment. 
 
“The education of our young people is clearly not the ‘top priority’ the First Minister 
claimed. Instead, her Government is focused on fabricating its own credibility." 
 
ENDS 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
PISA is no longer to be used as an indicator for educational attainment under the new 
National Performance Framework (NPF) when it is rolled out.  Other measures are 
being proposed to measure progress through the proposed NPF Outcome: "We are well 
educated, skilled and able to contribute to society" 
 
The Parliament is currently scrutinizing the proposed new NPF / National 
Outcomes: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittee
s/108193.aspx     
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The document on National Outcomes that has been produced by SG and submitted to 
Parliament does not detail the new indicators to be used for the above education 
Outcome: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S5_Environment/General%20Documents/N
ational_Outcomes_Review__Reporting__Parliament__Report__FINAL_APR.pdf   
 
The most up to date information SG has produced shows that the measure (using 
PISA) on educational attainment has indicated an worsening over time: 
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/scotland-performs-update-2017/pages/5/   
 
 
 
EMAIL CHAIN 2 
 
 
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 09 August 2018 17:03 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills; Logan G 
(Graeme) 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies]; Communications DFM & Education [redacted – 
exemption applies] Leng D (David); [redacted – exemption applies] Robertson FMG 
(Fiona) (Director of Learning); Wilson M (Mick); [redacted – exemption applies] 
McAllister C (Colin) 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies] 
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
I will issue the lines as amended by DFM. 
 
Best,  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] On Behalf Of Deputy First Minister and 
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
Sent: 09 August 2018 15:48 
To: Logan G (Graeme); [redacted – exemption applies] Deputy First Minister and 
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] News Desk; Communications DFM & Education; 
[redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David); [redacted – exemption applies] 
Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning); Wilson M (Mick); [redacted – 
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exemption applies] McAllister C (Colin) 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 6 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 
Kind Regards 

[redacted – exemption applies]  

 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 09 August 2018 15:36 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] News Desk; Communications DFM & Education; 
[redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David); [redacted – exemption applies] 
Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning); Wilson M (Mick); [redacted – 
exemption applies] McAllister C (Colin) 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Colleagues 
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 
Thanks 
Graeme.  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 09 August 2018 15:27 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills [redacted – 
exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies]; News Desk [redacted – exemption applies] 
Communications DFM & Education [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David) 
<David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] Logan G (Graeme) 
<Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] Robertson FMG (Fiona) 
(Director of Learning) <Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot>; Wilson M (Mick) 
<Mick.Wilson@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] McAllister C (Colin) 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
DFM/PO, 
 
We have been approached by Central FM, Daily Express, The Times, Daily Mail, and 
the Scotsman on the below release from Labour calling for the suspension of 
stardardised testing.  
 
[redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies]  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
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[redacted – 4 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 
Thanks,  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
NEWS FROM SCOTTISH LABOUR 
EMBARGO: 00.01 FRIDAY 10 AUGUST 2018 
 
Suspend standardised testing as part of literacy drive - Gray  
 
Labour has called for the suspension of standardised testing as part of a five point plan 
to reboot standards in Scottish schools.  
 
The controversial tests, which have left children and tears, were first raised by Richard 
Leonard at First Minister’s Questions in June. 
 
Despite promising to make education its top priority, the SNP government has 
undertaken a series of controversial reforms, including the introduction of standardising 
assessments. 
 
The tests contribute nothing to help teachers close the attainment gap. Labour said they 
should be replaced by a new Scottish Survey for Literacy and Numeracy. 
 
The party’s 5 point plan is: 
 
• Suspension of the standardised assessments that are leaving Scotland’s children in 
tears. These must be replaced with genuinely diagnostic tests to aid teachers. 
• Restoration of the Scottish Survey of Literacy and Numeracy to replace the 
standardised assessments. 
• Reversing the decision to remove the Programme for International Student 
Assessment (PISA) as an indicator for educational attainment under the new National 
Performance Framework (NPF). 
• Re-entering Scotland in the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) 
measurement. 
• Re-establishing participation in the Trends in International Mathematics and Science 
Study (TIMSS) measurement.  
 
Labour will also press the SNP Government to reverse its decision to remove PISA 
from the National Performance Framework, in addition to reinstating TIMSS and PIRLS, 
arguing that the international standard is a much better way of measuring performance 
than simply statistics produced by the Scottish Government alone. 
 
Iain Gray, Labour’s education spokesperson, said: 
 
“Scotland’s schools should be the best in the world – but that means facing the rest of 
the world when measuring the performance of our schools. 



 
“The SNP is attempting to remove an internationally recognised standard of educational 
attainment – this is an inward looking step and could have a detrimental effect on how 
we perform as a country. 
 
“The SNP should drop this decision and suspend their standardised assessments which 
have left pupils in tears. 
 
“Instead, the Government should reintroduce a new Scottish Survey of Literacy and 
Numeracy, and renew participation in PIRLS and TIMSS. 
 
“After eleven years in Government the SNP are manufacturing their own accountability, 
picking and choosing measures of attainment. 
 
“The education of our young people is clearly not the ‘top priority’ the First Minister 
claimed. Instead, her Government is focused on fabricating its own credibility." 
 
ENDS 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
PISA is no longer to be used as an indicator for educational attainment under the new 
National Performance Framework (NPF) when it is rolled out.  Other measures are 
being proposed to measure progress through the proposed NPF Outcome: "We are well 
educated, skilled and able to contribute to society" 
 
The Parliament is currently scrutinizing the proposed new NPF / National 
Outcomes: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittee
s/108193.aspx     
 
The document on National Outcomes that has been produced by SG and submitted to 
Parliament does not detail the new indicators to be used for the above education 
Outcome: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S5_Environment/General%20Documents/N
ational_Outcomes_Review__Reporting__Parliament__Report__FINAL_APR.pdf   
 
The most up to date information SG has produced shows that the measure (using 
PISA) on educational attainment has indicated an worsening over time: 
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/scotland-performs-update-2017/pages/5/   
 
 
EMAIL CHAIN 3 
 
 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 21 August 2018 16:56 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills [redacted – 
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exemption applies] 
Cc: First Minister [redacted – exemption applies] Cabinet Secretary for Finance, 
Economy and Fair Work [redacted – exemption applies] Cabinet Secretary for Health 
and Sport [redacted – exemption applies] Minister for Children and Young People 
[redacted – exemption applies] Johnston P (Paul) <Paul.Johnston@gov.scot>; 
Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) <Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot>; McAllister 
C (Colin) <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Higgins K (Kate) <Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>; 
Gorman G (Gayle) <Gayle.Gorman@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk>; [redacted – 
exemption applies] Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; Bruce A 
(Andrew) <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; Hicks C (Clare) <Clare.Hicks@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
exemption applies] Wilson M (Mick) <Mick.Wilson@gov.scot [redacted – exemption 
applies] 
Subject: SNSA User Review Report 
Importance: High 
 
DFM 
 
SNSA User Review Report 
 
Please see attached documents: 
 

 Urgent 3 page submission [redacted - 1 attachment – exemption applies] 

 18 page User Review Report [redacted - 1 attachment – exemption applies] 

 1.5 page open letter to P1 parents [redacted - 1 attachment – exemption 
applies] 

 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
EMAIL CHAIN 4 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 24 August 2018 16:57 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
<DFMCSE@gov.scot>; Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) 
<Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot>; Johnston P (Paul) <Paul.Johnston@gov.scot>; Bruce A 
(Andrew) <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David) 
<David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] McAllister C (Colin) 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Wilson M (Mick) <Mick.Wilson@gov.scot> 
Subject: Updated advice on SNSA user review report  
 
Deputy First Minister 
 
As discussed earlier this afternoon, please find attached: 

 an updated version of the SNSA year one report, following further changes made 
by the team today [redacted - 1 attachment – exemption applies] 

 an updated draft of a an open letter from you to P1 parents [redacted - 1 
attachment – exemption applies] 

 a draft press release [redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies] 



 submission covering handling arrangements and next steps [redacted – 1 
attachment – exemption applies] 

We would be grateful for any final comments on Monday morning if possible, if we are 
proceeding with publication on Tuesday. 
 
 
Many thanks 
 
Graeme  
 
Graeme Logan 
Deputy Director  
 
EMAIL CHAIN 5 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 18 June 2018 17:00 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
Cc: First Minister; Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport; Minister for Childcare and 
Early Years; Johnston P (Paul); Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning); 
McAllister C (Colin); Higgins K (Kate); Gorman G (Gayle); [redacted – exemption 
applies] Logan G (Graeme); [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David); 
[redacted – exemption applies] Bruce A (Andrew); Hicks C (Clare); Wilson M (Mick); 
[redacted – exemption applies] Communications DFM & Education 
Subject:  
 
PS/DFM 
 
Please see attached submission and User Review Report from David Leng, for DFM to 
clear and agree handling arrangements. 
 
As per my email just now to Marc, we had intended to table the User Review Report at 
tomorrow's Scottish Education Council meeting.  Preparation of the Report has been 
delayed however, so our intention now is for David Leng to provide a verbal update at 
the meeting instead which will focus on the changes and enhancements we will be 
making to the SNSA for next session.  We have a room booked in advance of the 
meeting at Forthview Primary school tomorrow if DFM would like to discuss this in 
advance of the SEC meeting. 
 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies] 
 
EMAIL CHAIN 6 
 

From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: Friday, 6 July 2018 13:28 



To: [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David); Logan G (Graeme); [redacted – 
exemption applies] 
Cc: Wilson M (Mick); [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: FOI Request received by [redacted – exemption applies] SNSA school 
results by stage 
 

[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
  
From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 06 July 2018 13:15 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David); Logan G (Graeme); [redacted – 
exemption applies] 
Cc: Wilson M (Mick); [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: FOI Request received by [redacted – exemption applies] SNSA school 
results by stage 
  
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
  
[redacted – 3 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
  
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 06 July 2018 13:06 
To: Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; Logan G (Graeme) 
<Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies]  
Cc: Wilson M (Mick) <Mick.Wilson@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: FOI Request received by [redacted – exemption applies]: SNSA school 
results by stage 
Importance: High 
  
Hi Graeme/David/ [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 5 paragraphs – exemption applies]   
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
 
EMAIL CHAIN 7 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 25 August 2018 14:02 
To: Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) <Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; 
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[redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: DFM open letter to P1 Parents - draft 
 
Hi Fiona  
 
Following discussion with DFM I sent a revised version of the letter up last night. 
[redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies]   
 
[redacted – exemption applies] on Monday it would be worth reflecting on the 
comments made by [redacted – exemption applies] and asking him to review the 
latest draft.  
 
Thanks  
Graeme.  
 
Graeme.  
 
 
Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From: Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) <Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot> 
Date: Saturday, 25 Aug 2018, 1:45 pm 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>, [redacted – exemption applies] 
Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>, [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: DFM open letter to P1 Parents - draft 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
  
Has this been actioned?  Do you need anything further from Fiona? 
  
Thanks, 
  
[redacted – exemption applies]  
  
 
  
  
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 21 August 2018 12:43 
To: Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) 
Cc: Logan G (Graeme); [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David) 
Subject: FW: DFM open letter to P1 Parents - draft 
  
Hi Fiona 
  
As discussed here is the comms version of the P1 letter.  [redacted – 2 sentences – 
exemption applies] 
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[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted - 1 attachment – exemption applies] 
  
From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 21 August 2018 11:28 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: DFM open letter to P1 Parents - draft 
  
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] 
  
I’ve slimmed down and made some changes and comments.  
  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
  
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 20 August 2018 15:52 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: Logan G (Graeme); [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David) 
Subject: DFM open letter to P1 Parents - draft 
  
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
  
As discussed here is the current draft of the open letter to P1 parents on SNSA.  If you 
have any views from a comms perspective that would be helpful.  This will go as an 
annex in to the submission to DFM tomorrow. 
  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies]  
 
EMAIL CHAIN 8 
 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 24 August 2018 17:01 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: SNSA  
 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
As discussed earlier, here is our line on requests for opting out of the SNSA: 
 

The Scottish Government has made clear that the Scottish National Standardised 
Assessments are part of everyday learning and teaching. The assessments provide 
teachers with diagnostic information to help them plan next steps in children’s 
learning. Similar to other methods of assessment in schools, there is no legal basis 
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for a parent to withdraw their child from the SNSA. If parents have specific queries 
or questions about their child undertaking the assessments then they should discuss 
this matter with their child’s school who will take the decision on whether to grant the 
request as they would for any other aspect of learning and teaching. 

 
 
If you have any further enquiries, please get in touch with David [redacted – 
exemption applies]  
 
Best wishes 
Graeme.  
 
EMAIL CHAIN 9 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 23 August 2018 15:59 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE:  
 
Hi Steve 
 
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies]  
 
Give me a call if you want to discuss this further, and please keep us posted if there are 
any further press enquiries  
 
Thanks 
Graeme  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 23 August 2018 15:40 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Subject:  
 
 
Hello Graeme 
 
Is there a number I can give you a quick call on please? 
 
There’s not one listed for you in the staff directory. 
 
Best wishes 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
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EMAIL CHAIN 10 
 
 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 23 August 2018 13:17 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: Article  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
It was great to speak to you and catch up briefly earlier in the week [redacted – 1 
sentence – exemption applies]  
 
Many thanks for offering to do an article on standardised assessment.   
 
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies]  
 
I am copying this email to my colleagues [redacted – exemption applies] and 
David.  Can I ask you to liaise directly with them regarding your article? 
 
[redacted – 1 sentence - exemption applies]  
 
Graeme.  
 
EMAIL CHAIN 11 
 
 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 22 August 2018 08:21 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SNSA case studies  
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] – it is good that we have this in 
writing.  Graeme.  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 21 August 2018 13:54 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; Leng D (David) 
<David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SNSA case studies  
 
Graeme / David 
 
Here is the advice we got from SOLAR on this issue: 
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From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 24 May 2018 16:21 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SNSA - data processor agreement 
 
[redacted – exemption applies]  
Further to my email below, [redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies] 
I hope that helps to clarify matters. 
Kind regards 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 21 August 2018 13:10 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]  Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: SNSA case studies  
 
David/ [redacted – exemption applies] – for info.  Graeme.  
 
From: McKenna, Maureen <Maureen.McKenna@glasgow.gcsx.gov.uk>  
Sent: 21 August 2018 13:00 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SNSA case studies  
 
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies]  
 
Maureen 
 
Maureen McKenna 
Executive Director of Education 
Education Services 
Glasgow City Council 
City Chambers  
40 John Street 
Glasgow 
G1 1JL 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
UK Council of the Year 2015 
@maureen0207 
Malawi Leaders of Learning – Improving Education in Glasgow and Malawi 
www.facebook.com/MalawiLOL 
 
From: Graeme.Logan@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
[mailto:Graeme.Logan@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]  
Sent: 21 August 2018 12:52 
To: McKenna, Maureen <Maureen.McKenna@glasgow.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: SNSA case studies  
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Hi Maureen 
 
Thanks for this – much appreciated.  [redacted – 2 sentences – exemption 
applies]  Let me know what you think.  Graeme.  
 
From: McKenna, Maureen <Maureen.McKenna@glasgow.gcsx.gov.uk>  
Sent: 21 August 2018 09:44 
To: Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Cc: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SNSA case studies  
 
Very happy with this. 
 
Maureen McKenna 
Executive Director of Education 
Education Services 
Glasgow City Council 
City Chambers  
40 John Street 
Glasgow 
G1 1JL 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
UK Council of the Year 2015 
@maureen0207 
Malawi Leaders of Learning – Improving Education in Glasgow and Malawi 
www.facebook.com/MalawiLOL 
 
From: David.Leng@gov.scot [mailto:David.Leng@gov.scot]  
Sent: 21 August 2018 09:31 
To: McKenna, Maureen <Maureen.McKenna@glasgow.gov.uk> 
Cc: Graeme.Logan@gov.scot 
Subject: SNSA case studies  
 
Good morning Maureen 
 
I hope the new academic session began well in Glasgow.  
 
As you know the SNSA has come under some criticism over the summer particularly in 
relation to to the P1 assessments. We are seeking to address this in a number of ways 
focusing on providing good advice and support to teachers and schools. One of these 
ways is to provide teachers with case studies showing how some schools successfully 
managed the P1 assessments  
 
I am seeking your permission to approach a Glasgow primary school who could be one 
of these case studies. [redacted – exemption applies] who formerly worked for you 
suggested [redacted – 3 words – exemption applies] as a good example.  
 
I am aware [redacted – exemption applies] has now joined Education Scotland 
however I would be keen to follow this up with your approval.  
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We plan to produce a short written case study and where acceptable a short talking 
heads video with the school explaining the approaches used.  
 
I am also keen to meet with your team to discuss on going support for the SNSA .  
 
Happy to discuss this with you  
 
Regards 
 
David 
 
David Leng 
National Standardised Assessments Product Owner  
Scottish Government\Learning Directorate 
2-B South\Victoria Quay\EDINBURGH EH6 6QQ 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
Email: David.leng@gov.scot  

EMAIL CHAIN 12 
 
 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 21 August 2018 14:28 
To: Wilson M (Mick) <Mick.Wilson@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] Leng 
D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: SNSA user report year one 
 
Hi Mick 
Can you check the wording in the para below from the draft SNSA user report?  Many 
thanks, Graeme. 
 
[redacted  - 1 paragraph – exemption applies]   

 
 

 
EMAIL CHAIN 13 
 
 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 15 August 2018 16:19 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills [redacted – 
exemption applies] Johnston P (Paul) <Paul.Johnston@gov.scot>; Robertson FMG 
(Fiona) (Director of Learning) <Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot>; McAllister C (Colin) 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] Bruce A (Andrew) 
<Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

mailto:David.leng@gov.scot


exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Deputy First Minister 
 
As we discussed yesterday afternoon, please find attached some key lines on SNSA 
ahead of your various media bids.   
 
We have had further contact with the EIS this morning and I would draw your attention 
to the following lines in the attached briefing in particular:  
 
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies] 
 
Best wishes 
Graeme  
 
Graeme Logan 
Deputy Director  
 
EMAIL CHAIN 14 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 07 August 2018 17:36 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills [redacted – 
exemption applies] Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) 
<Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot>; McAllister C (Colin) <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; 
Johnston P (Paul) <Paul.Johnston@gov.scot>; DG Education, Communities & Justice 
[redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - update on SNSA for DFM  
 
Deputy First Minister 
 
Please find attached an update on SNSA.  [redacted – 2 sentences – exemption 
applies] 
 
I would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss this further, particularly in 
relation to options around Primary 1 assessments. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Graeme Logan 
Deputy Director  
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies]  
 
EMAIL CHAIN 15 
 
 
 



From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 24 August 2018 16:46 
To: McAllister C (Colin) <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted - 1 line - exemption applies]   
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies]  
I’ve spoken to Colin and will update the draft.  You’ll be copied in when it all goes up. 
Thanks 
Graeme 
 
From: McAllister C (Colin)  
Sent: 24 August 2018 16:34 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Can you call me? Ta 
 
 
 
Regards  
 
Colin McAllister 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 

 
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish 
Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 
www.lobbying.scot. 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 24 August 2018 15:49 
To: McAllister C (Colin) <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]   
 
Colin - Pls see draft SNSA release I mentioned. It’ll go to DFM at 1630 – appreciate it’s 
short notice and your comment that it can go up if you haven’t been able to see.   
 
Graeme- thanks for amends. I have to leave soon but on BB if needed. 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 14 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 
EMAIL CHAIN 16 
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From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 24 August 2018 15:45 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SNSA report  
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies]  Please see our suggested changes.  I’d like 
to include this in a note to DFM at 1630 if that is OK with you?  He wanted everything in 
one email. Graeme. 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 24 August 2018 14:51 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SNSA report  
 
Graeme 
 
Yes, was just about to hit send. This is an updated version so pls cast an eye over it, 
and I’ll share with Colin  
 
[redacted – exemption applies]  
 
[redacted – 14 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 24 August 2018 14:48 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: SNSA report  
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
I’ve just spoken to DFM and he would like to see the full package on SNSA by close of 
play today ([redacted – exemption applies] submission, draft P1 parent letter, draft 
press release, revised version of the report) 
 
Can you please send me the latest version of the press release for inclusion in the 
email that will go up tonight? 
 
Thanks 
Graeme.  
 
EMAIL CHAIN 17 
 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 24 August 2018 13:48 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – exemption applies] 

mailto:Graeme.Logan@gov.scot


Subject: RE: PDF PROOF 1 - SCT0718178892 - User Review SNSA report - for 
publication Aug 2018 
 
Thanks for this detailed review [redacted – exemption applies]  In terms of para 84, 
we should stick to the text currently in the report, which are our agreed lines.  Enjoy 
Leeds! Graeme.  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 24 August 2018 11:18 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; 
Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: PDF PROOF 1 - SCT0718178892 - User Review SNSA report - for 
publication Aug 2018 
 
All 
 
Please see most up to date version taking into consideration comments from [redacted 
– exemption applies] and David.  
 
I will send this off to APS and we should hopefully have another proof by close of play. 
 
Once we hear back from DFM’s office it is important that we speak to comms to agree 
the date and time that the report will go live as a web form needs to be filled in 24 hours 
prior.  
 
Thanks, 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies]  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 24 August 2018 09:38 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; Leng D (David) 
<David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: PDF PROOF 1 - SCT0718178892 - User Review SNSA report - for 
publication Aug 2018 
 
David 
 
A few comments from me.  Give me a call if it would be helpful to discuss.  Thanks. 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 28 sentences – exemption applies]  
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 24 August 2018 08:38 
To: Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies 
Subject: FW: PDF PROOF 1 - SCT0718178892 - User Review SNSA report - for 
publication Aug 2018 
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Morning [redacted – exemption applies] and David 
 
Can you both have a final proof read through the report this morning?  We need to 
ensure that there are no mistakes.   
 
If we have not heard back from DFM regarding [redacted – exemption applies] 
submission by lunchtime, I will phone PO as we need to firm up plans for Tuesday. 
 
Thanks 
Graeme.  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 24 August 2018 08:25 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: PDF PROOF 1 - SCT0718178892 - User Review SNSA report - for 
publication Aug 2018 
 
Hi Graeme 
 
Here it is. 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies]  
 
EMAIL CHAIN 18 
 
 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 23 August 2018 07:45 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; Bruce A 
(Andrew) <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: P1 assessments 
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] – good point – we should look in to this. 
 
[redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies]  
 
See you at the PB later today.  Graeme.  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 23 August 2018 07:17 
To: Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; Logan G (Graeme) 
<Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; Bruce A (Andrew) <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: P1 assessments 
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Hi folks, 
I'm sure you will have thought about this, [redacted – 1 sentence – exemption 
applies] 
 
[redacted – exemption applies]  
 
Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone. 
 
EMAIL CHAIN 19 
 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 22 August 2018 16:19 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SNSA - Tes Scotland story 
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies]  That is very disappointing.  See you 
tomorrow.  Graeme.  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 22 August 2018 16:03 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: SNSA - Tes Scotland story 
 
Hi Graeme 
 
To note.  It appears the DoE letter has been shared. 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
EMAIL CHAIN 20 
 
 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 21 August 2018 10:31 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: National Improvement Framework - SNSA User review - Submission to 
DFM - August 2018 
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] – a couple of very minor changes. 
 
Can you send me a further version of this, the draft report and P1 letter and I’ll send this 
to Fiona (copied to you and David) 
 
Graeme.  
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies] 
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From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 21 August 2018 08:07 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Subject: National Improvement Framework - SNSA User review - Submission to DFM - 
August 2018 
Importance: High 
 
Hi Graeme 
 
To see draft submission.  I have left a blank on when we think we will have a though 
piece from [redacted – exemption applies]. [redacted – 1 sentence – exemption 
applies]  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies] 
 
EMAIL CHAIN 21 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 09 August 2018 15:01 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Standardise testing - Holyrood Q and A 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies]  
Thanks for this very strong draft and for including the Comms draft in one email.  I have 
made a couple of minor changes as shown below.  Happy for this to go forward for 
clearance if you both agree.  Graeme.  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 09 August 2018 11:07 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Cc: Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Standardise testing - Holyrood Q and A 
Importance: High 
 
Hi Graeme  
 
I have drafted the response below to this question.  [redacted – 3 paragraphs – 
exemption applies] 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
[redacted – 5 paragraphs – exemption applies] 
 
EMAIL CHAIN 22 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 05 July 2018 11:55 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: FW: URGENT SRO sign off needed today  
 
[redacted – 1 sentence - exemption applies] 
Graeme.  
 
  
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 05 July 2018 11:38 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: URGENT SRO sign off needed today  
 
  
 
Dear [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
It is extremely unfortunate that there was no Education Scotland representation at the 
NIF SRO meeting today, given the number of very important decisions needed and the 
fact that we are jointly responsible for this work – I will write to you separately about 
this. 
 
The purpose of this email is to seek your urgent sign off regarding the proposed new 
long scale and band descriptors for the SNSA reports.  David has been liaising with ES 
colleagues (including [redacted – exemption applies]) and ES colleagues involved 
have reached agreement on the content of the long scale and the associated 
descriptors.  A key outcome from today’s SRO meeting was that we would be able to 
get senior sign this off on this, as ACER have been assured that there will be no further 
delay and that they will get a decision on this today.  If there is a delay it could pose a 
serious risk to the availability of the product at the start of the new school term.     
 
  
 
I attach the relevant papers on this issue, which were part of the pack of papers for 
today’s meeting.   Can you please get back to me by close of play today confirming that 
you have reviewed the new long scale and are happy to sign this off? 
 
  
Many thanks 
 
Graeme.  
 
[redacted – 3 attachments – exemption applies]  
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 23 
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From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 22 June 2018 09:17 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Thanks for the heads up [redacted – exemption applies] – I’ve not had any 
correspondence as yet.  We can pick this up with Desmond next week.  Enjoy your 
weekend – best wishes – Graeme.  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 21 June 2018 14:44 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Hi Graeme 
 
I had a meeting with ACER yesterday [redacted – 3 paragraphs – exemption 
applies]  
 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
EMAIL CHAIN 24 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 12 June 2018 09:47 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: Procurement Scotland: Data Processor Assurance Assessment 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
[redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies] Thanks, Graeme.  
 
From: Bermingham, Desmond [mailto:Desmond.Bermingham@acer.org]  
Sent: 11 June 2018 12:49 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: Procurement Scotland: Data Processor Assurance Assessment 
 
Graeme, 
 
As you requested, I am sending you a copy for your information of the Data Processor 
Assurance Assessment which we are required to provide to Procurement Scotland. 
 
Unless you have any objection, we propose to submit the assessment to Procurement 
Scotland tomorrow in order to meet the 12 June deadline. 
 
Desmond 
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Dr Desmond Bermingham 
Chief Executive 
Australian Council for Education Research (ACER) UK 
13–15 Canfield Place 
London 
NW6 3BT 
United Kingdom 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
e  desmond.bermingham@acer.org 
w www.acer.org 
 
Melbourne | Sydney | Brisbane | Perth | Adelaide | Dubai | Delhi | Jakarta | London 
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies]  
 
EMAIL CHAIN 25 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 04 June 2018 08:31 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: For the attention of Graeme Logan 
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] I agree with you on these points.  Can you 
draft a letter back to Desmond for me please? 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] – to note the need to set up the regular meetings with 
Desmond, as set out in the letter 
 
Graeme  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 04 June 2018 08:17 
To: Logan G (Graeme) 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: FW: For the attention of Graeme Logan 
 
Hi Graeme  
 
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies] 
 
Happy to discuss. 
 

[redacted – exemption applies]  
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From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 01 June 2018 11:41 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies]; Bermingham, Desmond[redacted – exemption 
applies] 
Subject: For the attention of Graeme Logan 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies]  
 
Please pass along the attached the letter for Graeme Logan  
 
Kind Regards, 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[attachment to be included separately]  
 
EMAIL CHAIN 26 
 
From: Bermingham, Desmond <Desmond.Bermingham@acer.org>  
Sent: 31 May 2018 14:30 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: Re: Meeting with Desmond Bermingham 
 
Dear Graeme, 
 
Thank you. 
 
I confirm that I can attend this meeting. 
 
I will be joined by Ralph Soubern, Deputy CEO of ACER in Australia. 
 
If it was possible to also pay a courtesy call  to introduce myself to Fiona during this 
visit, we would be delighted to do so. 
 
Many thanks. 
 
Desmond 
 
Dr Desmond Bermingham. 
Chief Executive 
ACER UK 
 
EMAIL CHAIN 27 
 
From: Bermingham, Desmond <Desmond.Bermingham@acer.org>  
Sent: 29 May 2018 16:22 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
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Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: Re: Thank you 
 
Graeme,  
 
Many thanks for this guidance. 
 
We will proceed as you suggest. 
 
I will revert with a more formal note later this week to confirm the main points of our 
conversation last week. 
 
Desmond 

Dr Desmond Bermingham.    
Chief Executive  
ACER UK  
 
On 29 May 2018, at 08:08, "Graeme.Logan@gov.scot" <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
wrote: 

Dear Desmond 
  
Many thanks for coming to Edinburgh last week – it was a pleasure to meet you and we 
very much look forward to working with you.  
  
In terms of the data processor assurance assessment, can you ask your team to fill this 
in and let us see it before returning it to Procurement Scotland please?  [redacted – 1 
sentence – exemption applies] 
  
Best wishes 
Graeme  
  
  
Graeme Logan 
Deputy Director of Learning 
The Scottish Government  
  
[redacted – exemption applies]  
  
  
  
From: Bermingham, Desmond [mailto:Desmond.Bermingham@acer.org]  
Sent: 24 May 2018 16:45 
To: Logan G (Graeme) 
Subject: Thank you 
  
Dear Graeme, 
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Thank you again for the meeting on Monday.  I enjoyed the conversation and I 
particularly welcomed the spirit of partnership and collaboration.  As I said in the 
meeting, the SNSA is an ambitious project which the Scottish government should feel 
proud of.  I am convinced that the assessment will play an important role in the wider 
efforts to improve learning for all children in Scotland. 
  
I will ask my office to contact your assistant to find a date in the last week of June that is 
convenient for you. 
  
In the meantime, I have one immediate question, if I may. 
  
We have received the attached Data Processor Assurance Assessment form from 
Procurement Scotland. 
  
I know that [redacted – exemption applies] and her team are in touch with other 
sections of Scottish government requests for information on data protection.  (We have 
this afternoon submitted a draft privacy statement for SNSA to respond to those 
requests). 
  
I wanted to be sure that we don’t cross any communication lines. 
  
Would you please advise whether you would like us to respond directly to Procurement 
Scotland with our responses to this form? Or should we continue to provide our 
documentation through [redacted – exemption applies]  
  
Thank you in advance for your guidance. 
  
Kind regards, 
 
Desmond 
  
  
Dr Desmond Bermingham 
Chief Executive 
Australian Council for Education Research (ACER) UK 
13–15 Canfield Place 
London 
NW6 3BT 
United Kingdom 
  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
e  desmond.bermingham@acer.org 
w www.acer.org 
  
Melbourne | Sydney | Brisbane | Perth | Adelaide | Dubai | Delhi | Jakarta | London 
  
EMAIL CHAIN 28 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 15 May 2018 20:08 
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To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SOLAR  
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
I was wondering whether there was any chance I could join you in your phone call with 
[redacted – exemption applies] tomorrow?  [redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption 
applies] 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted – exemption applies]  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 11 May 2018 10:14 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SOLAR 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
I have had an initial discussion with [redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 

[redacted – exemption applies]  

 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 10 May 2018 22:04 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SOLAR 
 
Thanks for this, [redacted – exemption applies]  Is the call going ahead tomorrow?  It 
would be much appreciated if you could keep me updated! 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 09 May 2018 11:01 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: FW: SOLAR 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
For awareness. [redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies]    
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 

[redacted – exemption applies] 

 



From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 09 May 2018 10:46 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]Logan G (Graeme) 
Cc: McKenna, Maureen; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SOLAR 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
Thank you for assisting us with taking this forward. 
 
Would you be free for a call to discuss these issues on Friday? [redacted – 2 
sentences – exemption applies]  
 
Best regards 
 

[redacted – exemption applies]  

 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 09 May 2018 10:34 
To: Logan G (Graeme) 
Cc: McKenna, Maureen; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SOLAR 
 
Thanks, Graeme, I look forward to hearing from your colleague. 
 
Kind regards 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
Any advice contained in this email is strictly privileged and confidential and is 
intended for use by the recipient only. 
 
From: Graeme.Logan@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
[mailto:Graeme.Logan@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]  
Sent: 09 May 2018 10:31 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: McKenna, Maureen <Maureen.McKenna@glasgow.gov.uk>; [redacted – 
exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SOLAR 
 
Morning [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
Many thanks for your response – I am copying this to my colleague [redacted – 
exemption applies] who will be in touch regarding next steps. 
 
Best wishes 
Graeme.  

mailto:Graeme.Logan@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
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From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 09 May 2018 10:24 
To: Logan G (Graeme) 
Cc: McKenna, Maureen; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: FW: SOLAR 
 
Graeme 
 
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 
Kind regards 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
Any advice contained in this email is strictly privileged and confidential and is 
intended for use by the recipient only. 
  
_____________________________________________ 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 09 May 2018 08:09 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SOLAR 
  
  
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
  
I would be grateful if you can get back to us as a matter of urgency on this use, given 
that GDPR comes in to place this month. 
  
Thanks, 
Graeme 
  
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 21 March 2018 08:12 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: SOLAR 
  
  
Dear [redacted – exemption applies] 
  
As Senior Responsible owner for the Scottish National Standardised Assessments 
(SNSA) I am keen to liaise with SOLAR on some [redacted – 7 sentences – 
exemption applies]  
  
I look forward to progressing these matters with SOLAR. 
  
Kind regards, 
  



Graeme Logan 
Deputy Director 
  
 [redacted – exemption applies] 



EMAIL CHAIN 29 
 
 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies]On Behalf Of Logan G (Graeme) 
Sent: 08 May 2018 13:18 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: Call with Martin Tuesday 9 May. 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
Graeme is happy to cancel the call with Martin. 
Many thanks, 
[redacted – exemption applies]Q 
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 08 May 2018 11:33 
To: Logan G (Graeme) 
Subject: Call with Martin Tuesday 9 May. 
Hi Graeme 
 
There is a call in the calendar with Martin tomorrow.  Seen as we spoke to ACER 
last week and are seeing Desmond next week I don’t think there is much to be 
gained by a call tomorrow?  If you are happy not to have this I will e-mail Martin and 
cancel. 
 
[redacted – exemption applies]  
 
EMAIL CHAIN 30 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] On Behalf Of Logan G (Graeme) 
Sent: 25 April 2018 14:44 
To: Ripley, Martin <Martin.Ripley@aceruk.org> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: Further telephone meeting with ACER 
 
Hi Martin, 
 
Just confirming the call will take place tomorrow morning at 09:00. 
 
Dial in details are as follows: 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: Ripley, Martin [mailto:Martin.Ripley@aceruk.org]  
Sent: 20 April 2018 08:00 
To: Logan G (Graeme); [redacted – exemption applies] 

mailto:Martin.Ripley@aceruk.org
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Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: Further telephone meeting with ACER 
 
Dear Graeme and [redacted – exemption applies]  
 
I am emailing to confirm that Geoff and Wayne will be available to join a call next 
week.  Our preference would be Thursday 26th at 9AM, if that still works well for 
you.  Please re-confirm the dial-in details and that we should use the same numbers 
as used for our regular monthly calls with you. 
 
In the meantime, please let me know if there is anything further you need from 
ACER. 
 
Martin 
 
 
 
Martin Ripley 
Non-Executive Director 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 

 
 
EMAIL CHAIN 31 
 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 21 April 2018 12:51 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills [redacted – 
exemption applies] 
Cc: DG Education, Communities & Justice [redacted – exemption 
applies]Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) 
<Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot>; Gorman G (Gayle) 
<Gayle.Gorman@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk>; [redacted – exemption 
applies]McAllister C (Colin) <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Robertson FMG (Fiona) 
(Director of Learning) <Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot>; Communications DFM & 
Education [redacted – exemption applies]Hicks C (Clare) 
<Clare.Hicks@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies]Leng D (David) 
<David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent briefing request  
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
Please find attached a short briefing note for DFM as requested.  We will provide 
further advice and an update on SNSA early next week.  We would be happy to meet 
with DFM to discuss this further. 
 



 
Thanks 
Graeme.  
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies] 
 
From: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills  
Sent: 21 April 2018 09:11 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] Logan G (Graeme); [redacted – exemption 
applies] 
Cc: DG Education, Communities & Justice; Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of 
Learning); Logan G (Graeme); Gorman G (Gayle); [redacted – exemption 
applies]McAllister C (Colin); Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning); 
Communications DFM & Education; Hicks C (Clare) 
Subject: Urgent briefing request  
Importance: High 
 
Graeme/david/[redacted – exemption applies]  
 

Apologies for bothering you at the weekend. Please see below tweet. DFM has 
asked for briefing on the justification for standardised assessments being applied in 
P1 as we will face some challenge on this on Monday. 
 

DFM has asked for briefing by 5pm today.  
 

Grateful if you could confirm this has been picked up 
 

Thanks for your help 
 

[redacted – exemption applies]  
 
EMAIL CHAIN 32 
 
 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 20 April 2018 21:43 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]Logan G (Graeme) 
<Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Cc: Ripley, Martin <Martin.Ripley@aceruk.org>; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Dear Graeme and [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 6 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 

mailto:Graeme.Logan@gov.scot
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Best wishes 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
EMAIL CHAIN 33 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 20 April 2018 09:10 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) 
<Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot> 
Cc: Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SNSA up-date  
 
Morning [redacted – exemption applies]  
 
Many thanks for this further update. It is good to note that the [redacted – 2 words – 
exemption applies] has now been fixed. I agree that we should not now do any pro-
active comms on this matter.  
 
It is also helpful that we have the CEO level call on Thursday with Australia and 
London [redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies]   
 
Thanks again for all your excellent work to manage the SNSA project so thoroughly.  
 
Have a good weekend. Graeme.  
 
 
Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Date: Friday, 20 Apr 2018, 9:00 am 
To: Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) <Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot> 
Cc: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>, Leng D (David) 
<David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SNSA up-date  
 
Fiona / Graeme 
  
For awareness: 
  
I had a further catch-up call with ACER this morning.  [redacted – 6 paragraphs – 
exemption applies] 
  
Graeme and I will be speaking to ACER UK & ACER Australia next Thursday.  I will 
follow that call up with a formal letter. 
  
[redacted – exemption applies]  
  
  

mailto:Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot
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_____________________________________________ 
From: Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning)  
Sent: 19 April 2018 20:50 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: Logan G (Graeme); Leng D (David) 
Subject: RE: SNSA up-date  
  
  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
  
Many thanks for this – and apologies for the delay in replying; I am only picking up 
emails now after a day in Glasgow.  
  
I share your concerns about this and agree with your plan of action.  I would put 
these concerns in writing too.      
  
Happy to speak about this further at any point – and keep me updated.   
  
Fiona  
  
Fiona Robertson 
Director of Learning | Stiùiriche an Ionnsachaidh 
The Scottish Government | Riaghaltas na h-Alba 
  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
  
  
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 19 April 2018 13:33 
To: Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) 
Cc: Logan G (Graeme); Leng D (David) 
Subject: RE: SNSA up-date  
  
  
Hi Fiona 
  
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies] 
 
If you have any concerns about this approach or want to discuss this please give me 
a call. 
  
  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
  
  
  
[redacted – exemption applies]  



  
  
  
  
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 19 April 2018 09:33 
To: Robertson FMG (Fiona) 
Cc: Logan G (Graeme); Leng D (David) 
Subject: SNSA up-date  
Importance: High 
  
  
Hi Fiona 
   
[redacted – 7 paragraphs – exemption applies] 
  
[redacted – exemption applies]  
  
  
EMAIL CHAIN 34 
 
 
From: Ripley, Martin <Martin.Ripley@aceruk.org>  
Sent: 20 April 2018 08:00 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption 
applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: Further telephone meeting with ACER 
 
Dear Graeme and [redacted – exemption applies]  
 
I am emailing to confirm that Geoff and Wayne will be available to join a call next 
week.  Our preference would be Thursday 26th at 9AM, if that still works well for 
you.  Please re-confirm the dial-in details and that we should use the same numbers 
as used for our regular monthly calls with you. 
 
In the meantime, please let me know if there is anything further you need from 
ACER. 
 
Martin 
 
 
 
Martin Ripley 
Non-Executive Director 
 
Australian Council for Educational Research 
3 Hampstead West, 224 Iverson Road, London NW6 2HX 

mailto:Martin.Ripley@aceruk.org
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[redacted – exemption applies] 

EMAIL CHAIN 35 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 17 April 2018 09:04 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies] 
 
Hi Graeme 
 
To be aware of the attached.  If you are intending to respond to Martin’s e-mail from 
last night it might be worthwhile mentioning this.   
 
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies]  

[redacted – exemption applies]  

[1 attachment redacted] 

  
 EMAIL CHAIN 36 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 19 March 2018 14:15 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: FW: Media enquiry - Tes Scotland - national literacy test for P1s 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
Can we catch a quick word about this?  Thanks Graeme 
 
From: McAllister C (Colin)  
Sent: 19 March 2018 14:14 
To: Logan G (Graeme) 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies] 
 
Graeme 
 
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies]  
 
 
 
 
 
Regards  
 
Colin McAllister 
[redacted – exemption applies] 

mailto:Graeme.Logan@gov.scot


 

 
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish 
Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 
www.lobbying.scot. 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 19 March 2018 13:00 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]McAllister C (Colin); Nicolson S (Stuart) Special 
Adviser; Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies]News Desk; Communications DFM & 
Education; Leng D (David); Logan G (Graeme) 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Many thanks [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies] 
 
 
I’d be grateful for your views on the following draft response before I put to the 
Deputy First Minister for clearance. 
 
[redacted – 6 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 
Thanks 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 19 March 2018 12:10 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] News Desk; Communications DFM & 
Education; Leng D (David); Logan G (Graeme) 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
Suggested response attached: 
 
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies]  

[redacted – exemption applies]  

 

 
 
  
 EMAIL CHAIN 37 
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From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 13 March 2018 07:55 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SNSA Call on Tuesday 13th 
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] I’m going to come to VQ to join you for this 
call. Can we meet at 10 to discuss? Graeme  
 
 
Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Date: Tuesday, 13 Mar 2018, 7:19 am 
To: Ripley, Martin <Martin.Ripley@aceruk.org>, Logan G (Graeme) 
<Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SNSA Call on Tuesday 13th 
 
Good morning Martin 
 
Can you call the number below at 10.30 please: 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – exemption applies]  
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Ripley, Martin [mailto:Martin.Ripley@aceruk.org]  
Sent: 12 March 2018 21:17 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]Logan G (Graeme) 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: SNSA Call on Tuesday 13th 
 
Graeme and [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
I am emailing to confirm our call tomorrow, Tuesday at 10:30. 
 
I have not seen any call in details so could you confirm that these remain as for the 
calls with Donna - [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
Many thanks 
 
Martin 
 

http://www.blackberry.com/
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Martin Ripley 
Non-Executive Director 
 
Australian Council for Educational Research 
3 Hampstead West, 224 Iverson Road, London NW6 2HX 
 
e:  martin.ripley@aceruk.org 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
w:  www.aceruk.org 
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 38 
 
From: Ripley, Martin <Martin.Ripley@aceruk.org>  
Sent: 10 March 2018 11:36 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]Logan G (Graeme) 
<Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SNSA 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] and Graeme 
 
Regarding an additional time this coming week to hold our regular catch-up meeting, 
I am free the following times. 
 
Wednesday 14th, 9:30-10:30 
Thursday 15th, 8-9:30 
Friday 16th, 8-10:00 
 
Please let me know if there is a time within those periods that works for you. 
 
And, just to confirm, our call will go ahead on Tuesday 13th at 10:30, as planned, 
[redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies]  
 
Many thanks 
 
Martin 
 
Martin Ripley 
Non-Executive Director 
 
Australian Council for Educational Research 
3 Hampstead West, 224 Iverson Road, London NW6 2HX 
 
e:  martin.ripley@aceruk.org 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
w:  www.aceruk.org 
 
 
________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
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Sent: 09 March 2018 08:32 
To: Ripley, Martin; Graeme.Logan@gov.scot 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SNSA 
 
Hi Martin 
 
Unfortunately Graeme is not available today and is on leave on Monday.  The slot 
already in the calendar on Tuesday will therefore be used to discuss this issue.  Can 
you propose another slot following Tuesday for the regular catch-up call? 
 
Kind regards 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
From: Ripley, Martin [mailto:Martin.Ripley@aceruk.org] 
Sent: 09 March 2018 08:27 
To: Logan G (Graeme) 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: SNSA 
 
Graeme 
 
I am available to speak today. It would be best if we can agree a time so that I can 
ensure I am not involved with any other meetings when you want to call. I am not 
available 9:30-10:30 or 11:30 onwards. I can speak after 5pm and I am much freer 
on Monday. 
 
Martin 
 
Martin Ripley 
Non-Executive Director 
 
Australian Council for Educational Research 
3 Hampstead West, 224 Iverson Road, London NW6 2HX 
 
e:  martin.ripley@aceruk.org<mailto:martin.ripley@aceruk.org> 
[redacted – exemption applies]w:  www.aceruk.org<http://www.aceruk.org> 
________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] on behalf of 
Graeme.Logan@gov.scot<mailto:Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
[Graeme.Logan@gov.scot] 
Sent: 08 March 2018 10:06 
To: Ripley, Martin 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: SNSA 
Hi Martin 
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We are due to have the first of our regular calls on Tuesday 13th March.  I have a 
few items for discussion and will ensure you get sight of those in advance. 
 
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies]  
 
Kind regards 
 
Graeme 
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 39 
 
 
From: Ripley, Martin <Martin.Ripley@aceruk.org>  
Sent: 15 February 2018 11:45 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: Introducing Martin Ripley 
 
Graeme  
 
That's great. Thanks. 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] I don't mind which day of the week we hold calls, 
but the earlier in the day you can schedule monthly calls, the easier that will be for 
me to accommodate and adjust my diary. 
 
Many thanks 
 
Martin 
 
 
Martin Ripley 
Non-Executive Director 
 
Australian Council for Educational Research 
3 Hampstead West, 224 Iverson Road, London NW6 2HX 
 
e:  martin.ripley@aceruk.org 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
w:  www.aceruk.org 

 
From: Graeme.Logan@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk 
[Graeme.Logan@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk] 
Sent: 15 February 2018 10:51 
To: Ripley, Martin 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: Introducing Martin Ripley 

Hi Martin 

mailto:Martin.Ripley@aceruk.org
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Many thanks for getting in touch.  I would want to continue the monthly calls with you 
and I know that Donna found these to be very helpful.  I am copying to [redacted – 3 
words – exemption applies] so that these can be set up.  Looking forward to 
working with you.  Best wishes, Graeme.  
  
From: Ripley, Martin [mailto:Martin.Ripley@aceruk.org]  
Sent: 14 February 2018 20:22 
To: Logan G (Graeme) 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: Introducing Martin Ripley 
  
Dear Graham 
  
I am emailing to introduce myself and to congratulate you, as I hear, on taking over 
from Donna as sponsor on the SNSA programme. 
  
I am a non-exec director at ACER (I sit on the ACER-UK Board, though I don't work 
at ACER). I have had regular calls with Donna Bell to respond to higher level 
concerns and developments on SNSA and to represent ACER with you. I work in 
London. 
  
My purpose in emailing is to ask whether you would like to continue with monthly 
calls.  We have always found them useful as a means of ensuring that you get the 
engagement of ACER at the times you most need it and for us to understand your 
more political and strategic imperatives.  For our part, we would welcome a 
continuation. 
  
I know our CEO, Geoff Masters, and Fiona are also in touch with each other. 
  
I look forward to hearing from you. 
  
Martin 
  
  
Martin Ripley 
Non-Executive Director 
 
Australian Council for Educational Research 
3 Hampstead West, 224 Iverson Road, London NW6 2HX 
 
e:  martin.ripley@aceruk.org 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
w:  www.aceruk.org 

 EMAIL CHAIN 40 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 07 August 2018 10:59 

mailto:Martin.Ripley@aceruk.org
mailto:martin.ripley@aceruk.org
http://www.aceruk.org/


To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies] 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
This is excellent news – many thanks.  Graeme.  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 07 August 2018 10:58 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption 
applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Hi folks 
 
We are on the case. 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 07 August 2018 10:47 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Morning folks, 
 
Graeme Logan [redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies]  
 
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies] 
 
Happy to discuss further  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 41 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 20 August 2018 08:02 
To: Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: SNSA year one report  
 
Hi David, [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
Many thanks for all the work that has gone in to drafting the year one report. Please 
find attached a version with my comments and tracked changes. [redacted – 2 
paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 
I’d be grateful if we can continue to work on all of this today and touch base 
tomorrow morning on what else needs to be done before this all goes up later on 
Tuesday.   
 
Best wishes 

mailto:Graeme.Logan@gov.scot
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Graeme.  
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies] 
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 42 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 21 August 2018 12:46 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] – there is a lot here but I think it is all 
relevant and it needs to cover all the potential angles.  [redacted – 1 sentence – 
exemption applies]  
 
Graeme.  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 21 August 2018 11:33 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; Leng D (David) 
<David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies]> 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
Importance: High 
 
Hi  
 
[redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies] 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies]  
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 43 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 20 August 2018 13:31 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
Many thanks for this first draft which reads very well.  Please find attached 
suggested tracked changes, mainly to shorten the letter and reduce 
jargon.  [redacted – exemption applies] and David may have comments too. 
 

mailto:Graeme.Logan@gov.scot
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Fiona would like sight of the draft submission including this letter and the SNSA year 
one report before we send this up tomorrow.  
 
Best wishes 
Graeme.  
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies] 
 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 20 August 2018 07:40 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; Leng D (David) 
<David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Graeme / David 
 
I have had a go at an open letter to P1 parents.  Can you have a read over and see 
what you think? 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies]  
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From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 21 August 2018 19:04 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: DG Education, Communities & Justice [redacted – exemption 
applies]Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) 
<Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David) 
<David.Leng@gov.scot>; McAllister C (Colin) <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – exemption applies] Communications DFM & Education [redacted – 
exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Deputy First Minister 
 
[redacted – exemption applies]/ Comms colleagues 
 
Please find attached a letter to Directors of Education that we issued yesterday to 
provide an update on the technical side of SNSA, including GDPR requirements 
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies] 
 
Thanks 
Graeme.  
 
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies]  

mailto:Graeme.Logan@gov.scot
mailto:David.Leng@gov.scot


 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 21 August 2018 18:12 
Cc: DG Education, Communities & Justice [redacted – exemption applies]; 
Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) <Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot>; Logan 
G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D 
(David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; McAllister C (Colin) <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – exemption applies]>; Communications DFM & Education [redacted – 
exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies] 
 
 
Sent with BlackBerry Work (www.blackberry.com) 

 
From: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 21 Aug 2018 5:43 pm 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: "DG Education, Communities & Justice" [redacted – exemption 
applies]"Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning)" 
<Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot>; "Logan G (Graeme)" <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – exemption applies] "Leng D (David)" <David.Leng@gov.scot>; 
"McAllister C (Colin)" <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>;[redacted – exemption applies] 
Communications DFM & Education [redacted – exemption applies]Deputy First 
Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills [redacted – exemption 
applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  

[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
The DFM has cleared this. 
 
Thanks 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone. 
  Original Message   
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: Tuesday, 21 August 2018 17:00 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
Cc: DG Education, Communities & Justice; Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of 
Learning); Logan G (Graeme); [redacted – exemption applies]Leng D (David); 
McAllister C (Colin); [redacted – exemption applies]; Communications DFM & 
Education[redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 

mailto:Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot
mailto:Graeme.Logan@gov.scot
mailto:David.Leng@gov.scot
mailto:Colin.McAllister@gov.scot
http://www.blackberry.com/
mailto:Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot
mailto:Graeme.Logan@gov.scot
mailto:David.Leng@gov.scot
mailto:Colin.McAllister@gov.scot


The Herald will publish the letter from [redacted – exemption applies] tomorrow 
and [redacted – exemption applies] has asked for a line. I'd be grateful for Mr 
Swinney's comments/clearance please.  
 
Deputy First Minister John Swinney said: 
 
[redacted – 4 paragraphs – exemption applies] 
 
Thanks 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning)  
Sent: 21 August 2018 11:50 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
Cc: DG Education, Communities & Justice; Logan G (Graeme); [redacted – 
exemption applies] Leng D (David); McAllister C (Colin); [redacted – exemption 
applies] Communications DFM & Education 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Deputy First Minister 
 
You will wish to be aware that [redacted – exemption applies] has written to the 
Herald on SNSA and broader communication with parents. It has not as yet been 
published.  
 
I will offer to meet [redacted – exemption applies] to discuss further. Engagement 
with NPFS has been and remains strong on SNSA and other issues. We are 
providing advice later today which will consider further communications with parents.  
 
 
Fiona  
 
Fiona Robertson 
Director of Learning | Stiùiriche an Ionnsachaidh 
The Scottish Government | Riaghaltas na h-Alba 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
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From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 22 August 2018 16:28 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; 
Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) 
<Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot[redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: TESS article on letter to directors 
 
Colleagues 



To see that the TESS are now running this story online 
 
https://www.tes.com/news/parents-told-you-cant-opt-out-national-tests 
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From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 18 July 2018 09:32 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption 
applies] 
Subject: FW: Happy holidays! Summer reading from Upstart about SNSA, self-
regulation and much more. 
 
For info. 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 18 July 2018 09:20 
To: Leng D (David); [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: FW: Happy holidays! Summer reading from Upstart about SNSA, self-
regulation and much more. 
 
Just in case this hasn’t reached you already.  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 02 July 2018 09:02 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: FW: Happy holidays! Summer reading from Upstart about SNSA, self-
regulation and much more. 
 
FYI 
Regards 
[redacted – exemption applies]  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
From: Upstart Scotland [mailto:info=upstart.scot@mail254.suw101.mcdlv.net] On 
Behalf Of Upstart Scotland 
Sent: 01 July 2018 20:40 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: Happy holidays! Summer reading from Upstart about SNSA, self-regulation 
and much more. 
 

 

 View this email in your 

browser  

  

https://www.tes.com/news/parents-told-you-cant-opt-out-national-tests
mailto:info=upstart.scot@mail254.suw101.mcdlv.net
https://mailchi.mp/406714789746/happy-holidays-summer-reading-from-upstart-about-snsa-self-regulation-and-much-more?e=1ad6949230
https://mailchi.mp/406714789746/happy-holidays-summer-reading-from-upstart-about-snsa-self-regulation-and-much-more?e=1ad6949230


Dear [redacted – exemption applies] 

Here’s hoping the beautiful summer weather lasts for the next six weeks! Upstart 

will be spending the school 

holidays stepping up our campaign for 

Play Not Tests in P1. This recently 

published article in  

Parenting Across Scotland  explains the 

background and there was plenty of 

media coverage in June of the issues 

we're raising (see below). 

 An Upstart Roadshow around the country is planned for September 

(see below). 

 Our animated video should be ready for the beginning of next term. 

 As you’ll see from the ‘Play Not  Tests’ page on the website – 

we’re encouraging P1 parents to opt their children out of SNSA. 

However, we're also aware of the massive 

concern in the pre-school sector about the 

introduction of 1140 hours of ‘funded 

childcare’ in 2020. Problems arising from this 

policy - some of which were covered 

by the TESS on 12-6-18. - were discussed at our AGM.  Sadly, the media still 

view the policy as little more than a means of getting parents back into work and 

there's minimal attention to the developmental needs of young children or the 

employment rights (and status) of the workforce. We hope soon to launch an 

Upstart Facebook page as a forum for sharing these concerns, with a view to 

taking them forward in the coming year.  

 

Also – with many thanks to Brett Housego and Suzanne Zeedyk of Connected 

Baby – we should  soon be able to release videos on social media of our two 

guest speakers at June's AGM:.Julia Whitaker and John Carnochan. They 

https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=4662689158&e=1ad6949230
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=4662689158&e=1ad6949230
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=20c587b85a&e=1ad6949230
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=46e8051a47&e=1ad6949230


 

were both brilliant!  Further information about the AGM proceedings is available 

here. 

 

 

https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=349938d06e&e=1ad6949230


 

 

Upstart Roadshow 

Kate Johnston and Sue Palmer are booked to present free twilight 

sessions on Play in P1/2 here:  

29-8-18: Dundee 

30-8-18: Aberdeen 

10-9-18: Tighnabruaich 

11-9-18: Inverness 

12-9-18: Kinloss 

13-9-18: Turriff (Eventbrite tickets here) 

There'll be more information in the August newsletter and via Facebook 

and Twitter. 

The talks will be between 4pm and 6.30pm. So if there's anyone within 

easy reach of these venues who'd like a roadshow event (morning, early 

afternoon or evening) please get in touch via info@upstart.scot. Kate and 

Sue want to make maximum use of their time on the road! 

 

NB: Hilary Long and Sue Palmer will also be speaking about 'The 

Importance of Play' at an Upstart meeting in Lanark on 5-9-18 (6.30 - 8.30 

pm). Many thanks to Katie Hobbs for organising this.  

Eventbrite tickets here. 

 

 

 
 

 

The latest news on SNSA in Primary One 

 

On 5-6-18, the Chair and Vice-Chair of 

Upstart, a primary head teacher, a P1 

teacher and the parent of a P1 child met with 

Scottish government officials to put our case 

for play not tests in the first year of primary 

education. We were thoroughly dismayed at 

the quality of their responses. It seems current policy is simply to ‘improve’ the 

https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=1e03388640&e=1ad6949230
mailto:info@upstart.scot
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=dc1c460382&e=1ad6949230


 

testing regime for next year, ignoring all the evidence that SNSA is not only 

damaging for young children but highly likely to prevent proper implementation of 

Curriculum for Excellence’s Early Level (we’ve already heard of one local 

authority advising nurseries to start preparing children for the tests). 

   

However, opposition and media coverage is 

mounting. On 14-6-18, Scottish Labour 

leader Richard Leonard asked a question 

about P1 testing at First Minister's Question 

time, covered here in the TESS. It included a 

reference to the famous hummingbird 

question and was picked up by most of the 

Scottish media, including the BBC. Sadly, the 

First Minister's response (the exchange 

begins at 12.10.05 on this video) was as disappointing as those we’d heard from 

the civil servants - indeed, in some cases was identical, word for word. Most of 

the press coverage was disappointing too, being wittily obsessed 

by hummingbirds' beaks rather than the counter-productivity of this sort of 

exercise with five-year-old children. 

 

At the end of the month, the Herald returned to the subject of SNSA and again 

pointed out the particular problems caused at P1. We intend to keep the issue in 

the public eye so that more and more parents and grandparents become aware 

of it. Unfortunately, pressure of public opinion may be the only way to make the 

Scottish government see how damaging this policy is.   

 

  

When’s the best age to start school? How about seven? 

 

In May, John Swinney said he was listening to concerns about P1 testing. 

We haven’t seen much evidence of this yet … but there is evidence that 

he listens to his International Council of Education Advisors (ICEA). As 

https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=d603a0b3ca&e=1ad6949230
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=ea699f3f9d&e=1ad6949230
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=a872571a12&e=1ad6949230
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=4b949291f6&e=1ad6949230
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=45401ec962&e=1ad6949230


 

reported by the BBC, on 26-6-18 Mr Swinney shelved his flagship 

education reform bill after reading the advice in their first formal report. 

 

Since this report also expresses concern about national 

standardised testing of young children (page 17) we really 

hope he’ll soon listen to Upstart’s arguments. Meanwhile, one 

of the expert advisors - Finnish education guru Pasi Sahlberg 

- has made his feelings about early education clear in the 

Australian press with an article entitled ‘When’s the best age to start 

school? How about seven?’ 

  

 

 

  

Becoming A Writer By Leaps and Bounds 

 

https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=45401ec962&e=1ad6949230
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=be30f87c15&e=1ad6949230
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=2742085620&e=1ad6949230
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How can teachers inspire children to write by the age of five when many 

are still struggling to hold a pencil? Julie Cigman has conducted extensive 

action research into this subject and her books and training sessions are 

highly recommended by Foundation Stage practitioners in England. If you 

want to know how to integrate literacy development into play-based 

practice, Julie’s workshop on Saturday October 12th isn’t to be missed. 

Tickets on Eventbrite here.  

 

 

 

https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=1a4ea8a3b3&e=1ad6949230


 

 

Upstart Scotland: Lead with Play 

Many thanks to Kate Johnston for 

setting up this Facebook group for 

school and LA leaders to 

support  each other and share 

information as they establish play-

based learning in their 

schools/authorities. It's become 

necessary because the 'Play in P1/2',, 

which Kate set up last year (now over 

3000 members),  is for classroom 

practitioners only. She 

decided to deny admission to senior 

management and local authority 

advisers because some practitioners 

wouldn't feel free to talk 

about problems if management were 

listening in. But management needed 

a supportive forum too ... and now 

they've got one!     

 

Deferral Support Scotland 

As Upstart alerts parents to the 

dangers of an early start, a growing 

number of parents are deciding to 

defer their child's entry to school and 

discovering how intractible local 

authorities can be on this subject. This 

closed Facebook group isn't run by 

Upstart but it provides a valuable 

gathering space for parents to offer 

support and share information. The 

organisers are both Upstart 

supporters and hope soon to launch 

their own campaign about deferral: 

Give Them Time. We'll support them 

all the way. Until we achieve our aim 

of a kindergarten stage (3-7), Deferral 

Support Scotland is providing an 

essential service. 

 

https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=a44e1d580a&e=1ad6949230
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=13811f040d&e=1ad6949230


 

'Self regulation' - the buzzword of the moment - and what Scotland can learn 
from England's mistakes 

The term ‘self-regulation’ is 

suddenly all the rage in England 

because the Westminster 

government has decided to 

emphasise it – along with literacy 

and numeracy ‘readiness’ – 

within their new baseline 

assessment. It’s terrifying to 

contemplate how they'll assess 

something as complex as self-

regulation and (inevitably in 

England) attempt to accelerate its 

development so that four- and five-

year-olds conform to their idea of 

school children. The Sunday Times 

headline – ‘Tantrum test for all four-

year-olds’ – gives an idea of current levels of ignorance. 

 

The TES reported on the new early learning learning goals, which are to be 

piloted in the coming year.  But, as there’s already huge controversy about 

the definition of literacy and numeracy ‘readiness’ (which all too often 

involves training children to perform tricks that are completely meaningless 

to them), it seems almost inevitable that ‘self-regulation’ will be equated in 

many cases with mute compliance. 

 

In Scotland we can learn from the mistakes they seem about to make Down 

South.  In the TES, Dr Pam Jarvis provided a well-reasoned explanation of 

the confusion around ‘school readiness’ and the particular problems it 

causes for children from disadvantaged homes.  And coincidentally, two US 

articles relating to self-regulation appeared around the same time: 

https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=c18f0b021f&e=1ad6949230
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=c18f0b021f&e=1ad6949230
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=ef5c550f07&e=1ad6949230
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=5859ae2a5c&e=1ad6949230
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=5859ae2a5c&e=1ad6949230


 

 A  thoughtful piece about ‘behaviour management systems’ by US 

psychologist Laura Cesaroni makes it clear that, if Scotland is 

genuinely to be an ACE-aware society, we should be very careful of 

making simplistic judgements about self-regulation skills. 

 This review of a new book on parenting by Katherine Reynolds Lewis 

points out that the lifestyles of all children – rich and poor – have 

contributed to ‘a crisis of self-regulation’.   

 

 

 

https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=d83e5073fa&e=1ad6949230
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=623c2f7a33&e=1ad6949230


 

News, views and information 

 A disturbing report about ability grouping in nurseries, due to the pressure 

of tests in early primary schooling in England.  Please let’s not let this 

happen in Scotland! 

 More about the effects of ability grouping 

 One of Upstart’s favourite psychologists, 

Peter Gray, explaining that ‘The more 

rigid, authoritarian, and narrowly task-and 

test-driven the school program, the greater 

is the achievement gap between rich and poor.  The more friendly, 

trusting, and empowering the program, the smaller is the gap’.   

 Evidence that the poverty gap is growing in Scotland  

 US video about outdoor preschools. 

 A fascinating piece by Professor Cathy Nutbrown on Early Years ‘policy 

legacies’. (Thanks to Elizabeth Henderson for alerting us to this.) 

 New research from Bradford about green space and mental health. 

 More news from Scotland about difficulties in coping with the mental health 

explosion among children and young people 

 Finnish teachers visit Scotland to learn about collaborative learning! 

  

 

  

Forthcoming events  

21-7-18  Resilience screening and 'Awareness into Action' workshop with 

Suzanne Zeedyk which allows access to the ACE-Aware Nation 

conference on 26-9-18. More information: events@tigersltd.co.uk  

1-8-18   The 31st annual Playday celebrates Article 31 

of the UNCRC:  the right to play. (Why not celebrate 

yourself by revisiting the fabulous IPPA 

play video made a couple of years ago?) 
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21-9-18  Play Scotland's Annivesary Seminar presents Richard Louv, 

author of The Last Child in the Woods, Maree Todd MSP and others 

(including Sue, talking about Upstart)  at the Botanic Gardens, Edinburgh, 

9.30 - 1 pm.  Tickets only £40 via events@playscotland.org .  

22-9-18  Edinburgh’s Froebel Conference seems to get bigger and better 

every year!  Tickets on Eventbrite  

26-9-18  Making Scotland the World's First ACE-Aware Nation - national 

conference with Dr Nadine Burke Harris. Glasgow SECC. Further details 

via events@tigersltd.co.uk 

11-11-18 Help mark the 100th anniversary of the end of the Great War by 

joining in this musical celebration:  Play4Peace 

 

 

 

 

Quote of the month 

 

  

 

 

The Upstart newsletter will be back in mid-August, as thousands more Scottish 

four- and five-year-olds join the school-based race. We'll continue to make the 

case that, in an increasingly uncertain and stressful world, all children need two 

mailto:events@playscotland.org
https://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc07a67529d63409e66854e5&id=b3f5646302&e=1ad6949230
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more years to learn through play. In the meantime, our very best wishes to 

everyone for a restful (and playful) summer break. 

Onwards and upwards, 

1.1.1 The Upstart team 
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From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 23 March 2018 14:10 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Graeme 
Apologies that this note to you has been a bit delayed, but you will wish to be aware 
of the issues that [redacted – exemption applies] has highlighted 
below.  [redacted – 5 sentences - exemption applies]  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 21 March 2018 11:58 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
Hi [redacted – exemption applies]  
 
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies]  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 48 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 25 May 2018 10:16 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Meeting with Upstart 
 
For info and in case you want to attend. 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Leng D (David) 
Sent: 25 May 2018 10:13 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: FW: Meeting with Upstart 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
Could you send a meeting request to Upstart for me? 
 
I have booked room 2D-44(Bridge) from 3.30-5.30 
 
Could you also organise sign sheets for the visitors 
 
Thanks 

mailto:Graeme.Logan@gov.scot
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David Leng 
Scottish National Standardised Assessment Product Owner 
Scottish Government \ Learning Directorate \2-C North \ Victoria Quay \ 
EDINBURGH \ EH6 6QQ 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
e-mail: David.leng@gov.scot 
 
 
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 49 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 06 March 2018 10:06 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]HR Resourcing and Redeployment Mailbox 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: Immediate SNSA - Interim Worker - Business Case - March 2018 Final 
version 
Importance: High 
 
Dear [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
Please find attached an urgent business case for the extension of [redacted – 
exemption applies] contract.  As he is engaged in business critical work [redacted 
– 10 words – exemption applies] I would be grateful if you could address this as a 
matter of urgency.  Many thanks for your help.   
 
Best wishes, Graeme.  
Graeme Logan 
Deputy Director: Strategy and Performance  
Learning Directorate  
The Scottish Government 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies]  
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 50 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] On Behalf Of Logan G (Graeme) 
Sent: 11 May 2018 09:01 
To: Alan Ward <linda.mcaulay@east-ayrshire.gov.uk>; Alistair Gaw 
<Alistair.Gaw@edinburgh.gov.uk>; Anne Marie Knowles 
<Annmarie.knowles@argyll-bute.gov.uk>; Anne Pearson 
<apearson@clacks.gov.uk>; Bernard Chisholm <b.chisholm@cne-siar.gov.uk>; Bill 
Alexander <bill.alexander@highland.gov.uk>; Carrie Lindsay 
<Carrie.Lindsay@fife.gov.uk>; Colin Grant <colin.grant@dumgal.gov.uk>; Donna 
Manson <Donna.Manson@scotborders.gcsx.gov.uk>; Douglas Hutchison 
<Douglas.Hutchison@south-ayrshire.gov.uk>; Dr Mary Smith 
<mary.smith@midlothian.gov.uk>; Dr Pauline Stephen 
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<StephenP@angus.gcsx.gov.uk>; Elaine Cook <Elaine.Cook@westlothian.gov.uk>; 
Fiona Robertson <frobertson@eastlothian.gov.uk>; Helen Budge 
<helen.budge@shetland.gov.uk>; Isabelle Boyd <boydI@northlan.gov.uk>; Jacqui 
MacDonald <Jacqueline.MacDonald@eastdunbarton.gov.uk>; John Butcher 
<johnbutcher@north-ayrshire.gov.uk>; Kevin Kelman <kelmank@stirling.gov.uk>; 
Laura Mason <laura.mason@west-dunbarton.gov.uk>; Laurence Findlay 
<laurence.findlay@moray.gov.uk>; Maria Walker 
<maria.walker@aberdeenshire.gov.uk>; Maureen McKenna 
<maureen.mckenna@education.glasgow.gov.uk>; Mhairi Shaw 
<Mhairi.Shaw@eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk>; Paul Clancy 
<paul.clancy@dundeecity.gov.uk>; Peter Macleod 
<peter.macleod@renfrewshire.gcsx.gov.uk>; Robert Naylor 
<robert.naylor@falkirk.gov.uk>; Sheena Devlin <sdevlin@pkc.gov.uk>; Steven 
Quinn <steven.quinn@renfrewshire.gcsx.gov.uk>; Tony McDaid 
<tony.mcdaid@southlanarkshire.gov.uk>; Wilf Weir <wilf.weir@orkney.gov.uk>; 
Wilma Bain <wilma.bain@inverclyde.gov.uk> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – exemption applies]> 
Subject: Local Authority SNSA reports 
 
Dear Colleague 
 
The implementation of the Scottish National Standardised assessments is 
progressing well. More than 300,000 assessments have been undertaken and we 
have been receiving positive feedback about the value of the diagnostic reports for 
teachers. We are also aware of some issues, particularly around the P1 
assessments, and are actively seeking user feedback  through focus groups and 
classroom observations. We are committed to continuously improve the use and 
value of the SNSA. 
 
We really appreciate the support of schools and local authorities in undertaking the 
norming and equating studies. This will enable us to develop the SNSA reports next 
session to include a single long scale from P1 –S3 and a time referenced national 
norm. 
 
We are now able provide you with the Local Authority reports. The attached paper 
outlines the various reports you will receive. We trust these will be used alongside all 
the other evidence you gather to assess children progress. 
 
Thank you once again for your support 
 
Regards 
 
Graeme Logan 
 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
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_____________________________________________ 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 20 February 2018 10:58 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies]> 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies] 
 
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] approved.  [redacted – 1 sentence – 
exemption applies]  Graeme.  
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 19 February 2018 14:05 
To: Logan G (Graeme) 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
Importance: High 
 
 
Hi Graeme 
 
As discussed this morning, this written PQ from Ross Greer MSP, is due back to 
DG’s office by 2.00 pm tomorrow. 
 
I would be grateful for your comments or any amendments you would like made in 
time to let me meet the 2.00 o’clock deadline. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – 2 tables and 3 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 

[redacted – exemption applies] 

 EMAIL CHAIN 52 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 22 May 2018 15:37 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: DFM briefing  
 
Thanks for this [redacted – exemption applies].  Based on the discussion with the 
DFM, can you add the following bullet to the SNSA briefing please [redacted – 
exemption applies]: 

redacted – one paragraph – exemption applies]  
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_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 22 May 2018 14:35 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: Logan G (Graeme); [redacted – exemption applies]Leng D (David); [redacted 
– exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: DFM briefing 
  
[redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies]  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
[redacted - 1 attachment – exemption applies]  
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 22 May 2018 14:16 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: DFM briefing  
 
[redacted – 2 sentences – exemption applies]  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 22 May 2018 14:15 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: DFM briefing  
[redacted – exemption applies]  
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies] 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 22 May 2018 14:01 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies]Logan G (Graeme) 
Subject: DFM briefing 
Importance: High 
[redacted – exemption applies]  
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies] 
Thanks,  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 53 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 23 May 2018 21:48 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]; Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning) 
<Fiona.Robertson@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies]Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot> 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
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Please find attached an additional briefing on the P1 standardised assessments 
which I have prepared as requested.  [redacted – exemption applies] David can 
provide any further information that you need on Thursday morning.  Best wishes, 
Graeme.  
 
[redacted - 1 attachment – exemption applies] 
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 23 May 2018 19:36 
To: Robertson FMG (Fiona) (Director of Learning); Logan G (Graeme) 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line - exemption applies] 
Hello all, 
Thanks for being available out of hours this evening.  
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies]  
I would be grateful if you could get something back to me this evening.  Please can 
you also confirm this is being picked up.  
Thanks again,  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 54 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 17 May 2018 08:01 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] – happy with this 
Graeme.  
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 17 May 2018 07:51 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]; Logan G (Graeme) 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
[redacted – exemption applies]/ Graeme 
[Redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies] 
[Redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies]  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 55 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 26 February 2018 12:08 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line - exemption applies] 
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] – approved 
Graeme.  



_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 23 February 2018 11:31 
To: Logan G (Graeme) 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line - exemption applies] 
Importance: High 
Hi Graeme 
 
[redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies]  
[redacted – 3 attachments – exemption applies]  
  
Many thanks, 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 56 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 08 March 2018 13:52 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: One-to-one meeting / new problem identified 
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] – happy 
 
I’ll call Fiona to brief her on this.  Graeme.  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 08 March 2018 12:44 
To: Leng D (David); [redacted – exemption applies]Logan G (Graeme) 
Subject: RE: One-to-one meeting / new problem identified 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
Thanks.  I’m also happy with your draft, it looks good. 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: Leng D (David)  
Sent: 08 March 2018 12:29 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies]; Logan G (Graeme) 
Subject: RE: One-to-one meeting / new problem identified 
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] – I am happy with the new text. [redacted 
– 2 sentences – exemption applies]  
 
David 
 
David Leng 
Scottish National Standardised Assessment Product Owner 

mailto:David.Leng@gov.scot


Scottish Government \ Learning Directorate \2-C North \ Victoria Quay \ 
EDINBURGH \ EH6 6QQ 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
e-mail: David.leng@gov.scot 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 08 March 2018 12:14 
To: Leng D (David); [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] Logan G (Graeme) 
Subject: FW: One-to-one meeting / new problem identified 
 
All 
 
[redacted – 4 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 

[redacted – exemption applies] 

 EMAIL CHAIN 57 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 04 June 2018 11:12 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line - exemption applies] 
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] 
[redacted – 2 sentences – exemption applies]  
Graeme.  
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 04 June 2018 10:11 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted –  1 line - exemption applies] 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] 
[redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies]  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies]  
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 04 June 2018 09:55 
To: Logan G (Graeme) 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line - exemption applies] 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
[redacted – 2 sentences – exemption applies]  
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[redacted – 4 attachments – exemption applies]  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 58 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 08 May 2018 08:41 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: [redacted – 1 line - exemption applies] 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
Thanks for this – I’ve made a few further suggested changes.  [redacted – 
exemption applies]  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies]  
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 08 May 2018 08:11 
To: Logan G (Graeme) 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
Importance: High 
Hi Graeme 
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
[redacted – 1 attachment - exemption applies] 
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From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 22 March 2018 13:07 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: Scottish National Standardised Assessments - Readiness for Review 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies]  
 
Thanks 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 21 March 2018 07:04 
To: Logan G (Graeme) 
Subject: FW: Scottish National Standardised Assessments - Readiness for Review 
 
Hi Graeme 
 
[redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies]  
 
Kindest regards 
[redacted – exemption applies] 



 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 20 March 2018 13:19 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] Bell D (Donna) 
Subject: Scottish National Standardised Assessments - Readiness for Review 
 
Hi Donna/[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
A Gateway 4 Health Check Review of the above was carried out in July 2018. The last 
Report suggested: 
 
The next Gateway Review 5 is expected in late summer 2018 . 
 
Can you confirm: 
 

 when the Project will be ready for the next review; 
 

 that there have been no significant changes in the Project scope or overall risk 
level since the last Review; and 

 

 that if the Project is ready that we should start putting arrangements in place. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 

 
 
[redacted – exemption applies]  
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 60 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 25 June 2018 08:26 
To: Leng D (David) <David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: SNSA review report  
 
Morning David and Colleagues 
 
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 
I’ll ask [redacted – exemption applies] to set up a 45 minunte meeting at VQ 
before the end of this week. 
 
Thanks 
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Graeme.  
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 61 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 27 June 2018 13:05 
To: janie.mcmanus@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk Leng D (David) 
<David.Leng@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies]> 
Subject: SNSA year one report  
 
Dear Janie and [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 
We will be providing advice to DFM on our thinking around the nature, content and 
scope of the report in late July, with a publication date around mid-August.   
 
Happy to discuss further.  Many thanks, Graeme.  
 
 
Graeme Logan 
Deputy Director of Learning 
The Scottish Government  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 62 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 27 March 2018 16:19 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] Logan G (Graeme) 
<Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line - exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] Graeme 
 
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 27 March 2018 15:55 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line - exemption applies] 
 
Dear [redacted – exemption applies] 
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[redacted – 8 paragraphs – exemption applies] 
 
Kind regards, 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 EMAIL CHAIN 63 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies]   
Sent: 01 May 2018 07:47 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Subject: FW: Thanks for the call and meeting in Scotland 
 
Hi Graeme – See below, this was intended for you.  
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: Bermingham, Desmond [mailto:Desmond.Bermingham@aceruk.org]  
Sent: 30 April 2018 17:32 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: Thanks for the call and meeting in Scotland 
 
Dear [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
Thank you for a useful call today. 
 
I am keen to schedule a visit to Scotland as soon as possible to meet you and key 
members of your team. 
 
Would Tuesday 8 May work for you? 
 
Regards, 
 
Desmond 
 
Dr Desmond Bermingham 
CEO 
Australian Council for Education Research (ACER) UK 
13–15 Canfield Place 
London 
NW6 3BT 
United Kingdom 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
e  desmond.bermingham@aceruk.org 
w www.acer.org 
 
Melbourne | Sydney | Brisbane | Perth | Adelaide | Dubai | Delhi | Jakarta | London 
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From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 28 March 2018 15:22 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption 
applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line -  exemption applies] 
 
Graeme[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
An update for your info:  
 
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies]  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 27 March 2018 15:46 
To: Logan G (Graeme); [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line - exemption applies] 
 
Hi Graeme 
 
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies]  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: Logan G (Graeme)  
Sent: 27 March 2018 15:40 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line – exemption applies]  
 
Thanks [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] – can you contact Martin and say that I need to 
speak to him urgently and set up a call please? 
 
Graeme.  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 27 March 2018 15:27 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]Logan G (Graeme) 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: ACER NDA 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] – thanks for the update, please let us know how 
things progress over the next day or so.. 
 
Graeme – to see. [redacted – 3 sentences – exemption applies]  
 



[redacted – exemption applies]  
 
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 65 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies]   
Sent: 27 July 2018 14:57 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]Logan G (Graeme) 
<Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: Call Scotland FOI - July 2018 
 
For information: 
 
[redacted – 3 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 
Regards, [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 25 July 2018 15:46 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] Logan G (Graeme) 
<Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies]> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: FW: Call Scotland FOI - July 2018 
Importance: High 
 
Hi folks [redacted – 3 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 
I’ve spoken to [redacted – exemption applies] and she will help me with some FOI 
guidance in terms of our response.  
 
Regards, [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 25 July 2018 13:56 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: Call Scotland FOI - July 2018 
Importance: High 
 
Thank you, [redacted – exemption applies] – please see attached for our further 
correspondence. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies]  
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 25 July 2018 11:01 
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To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: Call Scotland FOI - July 2018 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 2 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 
Regards, [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 24 July 2018 15:09 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: Call Scotland FOI - July 2018 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies]  
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 23 July 2018 08:59 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: Graeme.Logan@gov.scot; [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: Call Scotland FOI - July 2018 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 3 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 
 
Regards, [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 20 July 2018 15:59 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption 
applies] 
Subject: Call Scotland FOI - July 2018 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 3 paragraphs – exemption applies]  
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Thanks 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies]  
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From: [redacted – exemption applies]On Behalf Of Logan G (Graeme) 
Sent: 17 August 2018 10:22 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line - exemption applies] 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies]  
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 

 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 17 August 2018 09:54 
To: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line - exemption applies] 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 2 sentences – exemption applies]  
 
Thanks, 

[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies]   
 
 EMAIL CHAIN 67 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] On Behalf Of Logan G (Graeme) 
Sent: 04 June 2018 11:21 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line - exemption applies] 
 
Hi [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies]  
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Thanks, 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 

 
 
 
[redacted – 1 attachment – exemption applies] 
_____________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 04 June 2018 09:55 
To: Logan G (Graeme) 
Cc: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: [redacted – 1 line - exemption applies] 
 
 
Hi Graeme 
 
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – 4 attachments – exemption applies] 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
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From: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Sent: 20 August 2018 07:24 
To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: [redacted – 3 words – exemption applies] Directors of Education 
 
Hi [redacted] 
 
Hope you had a good holiday. 
 
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies] I was covering off the user review 
anyway and the letter is clear there will be further correspondence to follow.  That 
would pick up on the detail of the user review and the areas noted by David below. 
 
[redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies].  He expects the user review to be 
published w/c 27th and to have a package of measures surrounding that (Graeme 
was working on the review over the weekend)  Quite a lot of things happened last 
week.  Can catch up when you are in. 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 19 August 2018 15:52 



To: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Subject: RE: [redacted – 3 words – exemption applies] Directors of Education 
 
[redacted – exemption applies]  
Grateful for a quick update on where we are at with this thanks.  Has a letter 
gone?  What were DFM’s views when you spoke to him? 
Thanks 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: [redacted – exemption applies] 
Sent: 13 August 2018 15:04 
To: Leng D (David) 
Cc: Logan G (Graeme); [redacted – exemption applies]  
Subject: RE: [redacted – 3 words – exemption applies] Directors of Education 
 
Hi David 
 
My draft letter picks up on the current political and media interest on the SNSA and 
references the user review so there is some overlap.  The bulk of the letter is setting 
out LA’s responsibilities as a ‘controller’ in relation to GDPR.  We are holding on to 
the letter until we have met with DFM tomorrow.   Let’s catch up on Wednesday as 
we will have a better idea what DFM’s views are. 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] 
 
From: Leng D (David)  
Sent: 13 August 2018 11:21 
To: [redacted – exemption applies]  
Cc: Logan G (Graeme) <Graeme.Logan@gov.scot>; [redacted – exemption applies]  
Subject: [redacted – 3 words – exemption applies] Directors of Education 
 
[redacted – exemption applies] /Graeme 
 
I had been preparing a letter to go to Directors of Education seeking early 
engagement in the new academic session. I know that there is another letter being 
prepared and wonder if we should combine the two into one communication. 
 
I outline the draft of the engagement proposal and am happy for this to be used 
within one letter if that is preferred. 
 
SNSA follow up 
 
Dear colleagues 
 
Scottish Government will shortly publish the  SNSA User Review for 2017/18. It has 
been a broadly positive first year with a number of successes and also some 
important learning points particularly in relation to P1. 
 
[redacted – 1 paragraph – exemption applies] 
 

mailto:Graeme.Logan@gov.scot


[redacted – 1 sentence – exemption applies]  
 
We look forward to hearing from you 
 
Happy to discuss 
 
David 
 
David Leng 
Scottish National Standardised Assessment Product Owner 
Scottish Government \ Learning Directorate \2-C North \ Victoria Quay \ 
EDINBURGH \ EH6 6QQ 
 
Telephone:  [redacted – exemption applies] 
Mobile: [redacted – exemption applies] 
e-mail: [redacted – exemption applies] 
 
 


