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Brussels, 22 January 2013
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Ms Nicola STURGEON MSP
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet
Sectetary for Infrastructure,
Investment and Cities

St Andrew's House

Regent Road

Edinburgh EH1 30G

Dear Deputy First Minister,

The President of the European Commission, Mr José Manuel Barroso, has asked me to
thank you for your letier of 10 December which he read attentively. The European
‘Commission s well aware of the positions that the Scottish Government has taken on the
issue of Scotland's future relationship with the European Union, and is also acutely
sensitive to and fully respects the domestic natre of this debate.

‘The European Commission has consistently refrained from expres
questions of intermal organisation related to the constiutional amangements
States,

The European Commission has expressed its views in general terms in response to
several parliamentary questions from Members of the Furopean Parliament, to which the
European Commission is democratically accountable.

However, the European Commission has not commented on any specific situation in
relation to any Member State and will continue to refrain from doing so. The European
Commission would only be able to express its opinion on the legal consequences under
EU law of a specific situation upon request from a Member State detailing a precisc
scenario,

At the present stage, in the absence of & precise scenario, President Baroso has,
therefore, asked me 10 signal that he would not be in a position 1o usefully discuss this
further with you.

Yours sincerely,
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