
 

 

 

 

  

  

Notes from the 

team 

Progress Report 

We recently held a 

meeting with the 

Measuring Deprivation 

Advisory Group which 

was a lively discussion. 

The group helps us at 

the SIMD team keep in 

touch with practitioners, 

academics. Members of 

the group have a lot of 

experience working in 

deprivation matters and 

they will also help us to 

make changes in 

SIMD16.   

Data Agreements are 

being put in place to 

ensure we have the right 

data at the right time. 

The last agreement 

being worked out is with 

the Department of Work 

and Pensions who help 

us deliver the Income 

and Employment 

Domains. 

We will also be getting in 

touch with Local 

Authorities to make sure 

we have experts from all 

across Scotland to help 

us quality assure SIMD16. 

Alastair McAlpine 

Statistician 

Newsletter 6        August 2015 

What we have been 

reading 

Poverty In Scotland 

Scottish Government in 

conjunction with The Poverty 

Truth Commission 

If you would like to be added/removed to the mailing list for this newsletter, contact neighbourhood.statistics@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

@ScotStat 

#simd16 

SIMD Training Events 

A series of SIMD training 

events will be announced 

shortly. These will run in 

September and October  

across Scotland. The sessions 

will present where to find 

ready-made analysis, more 

information and how  to use 

SIMD to its full potential. 

No computing degree or 

previous SIMD experience is 

necessary. The events will be 

tailored to each audience. 

SIMD is easy to access, this will 

be demonstrated and you 

will be shown how to conduct 

your own local analysis.  

If you would like to request an 

event near you or can help us 

hold an event then please 

get in touch. 

Email Here 

Changes to indicators for 

SIMD16 

Education and Crime Domain 

indicators will change in SIMD16. This is 

because the way the data is collected 

has changed or new data is available 

that allows for improvements. 

The Crime Domain categories are 

being revised with support from Police 

Scotland to better reflect deprivation. 

This is also necessary to ensure any 

changes to legislation since SIMD12 

are reflected in SIMD16. 

In the Education Domain a new 

indicator will be included to replace 

the current indicator capturing school 

qualifications that pupils leave school 

with. This is due to changes to the 

exams children sit in Scotland and that 

not all exams are now taken in fourth 

year.  

Also in the Education Domain 

improvements are being made to 

school pupil absences. Instead of 

recording all pupil absences, a new 

indicator is being developed that will 

look at individual pupil absences. This 

will be better at representing 

deprivation to children in education.  

Amongst other factors, before 

including an indicator to SIMD16 it 

must: 

- have a sound reason for including it 

as an indicator 

- it accurately reflects deprivation 

- also be a useful indicator on its own  

More information can be found in the 

papers from our recent ‘Measuring 

Deprivation Advisory Group’ meeting, 

published online here 

SIMD In Action 

Have you used SIMD to 

conduct analysis or research? 

Send us your examples and 

we might highlight them in 

future newsletters. 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480340.pdf
mailto:neighbourhood.statistics@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:neighbourhood.statistics@scotland.gsi.gov.uk?subject=SIMD%20Training%20Events
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Social-Welfare/scotstat/mdagmeetings
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Changes to indicators for SIMD16 

Education and Crime Domain indicators will 

change in SIMD16. This is because the way the data 

is collected has changed or new data is available 

that allows for improvements. 

The Crime Domain categories are being revised 

with support from Police Scotland to better reflect 

deprivation. This is also necessary to ensure any 

changes to legislation since SIMD12 are reflected in 

SIMD16. 

In the Education Domain a new indicator will be 

included to replace the current indicator capturing 

school qualifications that pupils leave school with. 

This is due to changes to the exams children sit in 

Scotland and that not all exams are now taken in 

fourth year.  



 

 

Also in the Education Domain improvements are 

being made to school pupil absences. Instead of 

recording all pupil absences, a new indicator is 

being developed that will look at individual pupil 

absences. This will be better at representing 

deprivation to children in education.  

Amongst other factors, before including an 

indicator to SIMD16 it must: 

- have a sound reason for including it as an 

indicator 

- it accurately reflects deprivation 

- also be a useful indicator on its own  

More information can be found in the papers from 

our recent ‘Measuring Deprivation Advisory Group’ 

meeting, published online here. 

WEB LINK Click here for MDAG Meeting Papers 
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SIMD Training Events 2016 

A series of SIMD training events will be announced 

shortly. These will run in September and October  

across Scotland. The sessions will present where to 

find ready-made analysis, more information and 

how  to use SIMD to its full potential. 

No computing degree or previous SIMD experience 

is necessary. The events will be tailored to each 

audience. 

SIMD is easy to access, this will be demonstrated 

and you will be shown how to conduct your own 

local analysis.  

If you would like to request an event near you or 

can help us hold an event then please get in touch. 

EMAIL LINK   CLICK HERE TO START AN EMAIL 
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Notes from the Team – Progress Report! 

We recently held a meeting with the Measuring 

Deprivation Advisory Group which was a lively 

discussion. The group helps us at the SIMD team 

keep in touch with practitioners, academics. 

Members of the group have a lot of experience 

working in deprivation matters and they will also 

help us to make changes in SIMD16.   

Data Agreements are being put in place to ensure 

we have the right data at the right time. The last 

agreement being worked out is with the 

Department of Work and Pensions who help us 

deliver the Income and Employment Domains. 

We will also be getting in touch with Local 

Authorities to make sure we have experts from all 

across Scotland to help us quality assure SIMD16. 

Alastair McAlpine 

Statistician 

 

 



 

 

What we have been reading 

Poverty In Scotland – Published by the Scottish 

Government in conjunction with The Poverty Truth 

Commission 

WEB LINK  Click Here To Open the Report 

 

SIMD In Action 

Have you used SIMD to conduct analysis or 

research? Send us your examples and we might 

highlight them in future newsletters. 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

Our username is @ScotStat or follow our hashtag 

#SIMD16 

If you would like to be added/removed to the 

mailing list for this newsletter, contact 

neighbourhood.statistics@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00480340.pdf
mailto:neighbourhood.statistics@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

