International Lifelong Learning Network

Activity from June  2017 onwards

[bookmark: _GoBack]SCQF (Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework) Inward

· As a partner in the NQF-IN  project we will be attending the upcoming conference: “Including non-formal sector qualifications in the national qualifications framework - the experiences and solutions of 7 European countries” which will be take place on 9th of November 2017 in Prague, the Czech Republic.  The aim of the conference is to present and discuss organisational and financial solutions regarding the inclusion of non-formal sector qualifications in the NQFs in seven European countries: Czech Republic, Croatia, France, Hungary, Ireland, Poland, Scotland.  For more information about the conference, please contact Jan Brůha jan.bruha@nuv.cz  and Horacy Dębowski h.debowski@ibe.edu.pl

· SCQF also continues to offer expert advice and consultation to the Ministry of Education in Macedonia working on the further improvement of the system for the development and implementation of the Macedonian National Qualifications Framework. 


Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) Outward 

· SQA will meet with SENER (Ministry of Energy, Mexico) to discuss potential areas of collaboration in August..

· SQA will attend the annual European Association for International Education (EAIE) in Seville in September to meet with potential new customers and identify new business opportunities.

· SQA will meet the British Council in Dubai in August to discuss ongoing business opportunities in the region.

· SQA will exhibit at the EXPO in Astana, Kazakhstan in August as part of ‘Scottish Week’ in the UK Pavilion – an event sponsored and organised by the Scottish Government.

· SQA will host the annual Professional Development Conference in Chengdu to support our Chinese HND centres in August. Representatives from SQA will hold workshops with delegates from 34 centres across China.

SQA Inward

· SQA will welcome a delegation of senior government officials from the Ministry of Finance of Bangladesh in August as part of the Skills for Employment and Investment Programme, which is part funded by the Asian Development Bank.

· SQA will sign a MOU in August with the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) based in Bangladesh, which will explore a range of potential opportunities for collaboration

Royal Society of Edinburgh (RSE)  

· 10 August 2017 Visit from Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche (CNR) National Research Council of Italy
· To discuss future collaboration and joint activities following the signing of an MoU between the RSE and CNR in November 2016
· 21–29 August 2017 RSE President delegation visit to China
· 31 August 2017 Bilateral Exchange Deadline
· 3–5 September 2017 ALLEA General Assembly
· RSE Vice President (International) will be attending the ALLEA General Assembly in Budapest
· 5 October 2017 SCEN & RSE Lecture: Talk by Peter Budd

SPARQS (student partnerships in quality Scotland) Inward

· 5 July 2017 - Interview with Richard VanArsdale from University of Liverpool Online, as part of educational design research focused on the creation of a dedicated online resource for European student-centred learning.

· 24 July 2017 - hosting a visit from a student advocate from Massey University Wellington Student’s Association, New Zealand. 

· 13-14 September 2017 – invited to deliver sessions at the HEIR (Higher Education Institutional Research) Conference 2017 – a HEIR Network international conference hosted by The Robert Gordon University. 

SPARQS (student partnerships in quality, Scotland) Outward

· 24 July 2017 – Global Student Leader Network meeting with Le High University (Pennsylvania), University of Southern Alabama and Stirling Students’ Union to discuss differences around student engagement in Scotland and the US.  Meeting topic: developing student engagement frameworks.

· 25 July 2017 – sparqs ‘Talking Student Engagement’ Interview conducted and published for our website with Dale Whelehan, 2016-17 Education Officer and Deputy President for 2016/17 at Trinity College Dublin Students' Union in Ireland.

· 8 August 2017 – Induction event at IT Sligo in Ireland as part of the NStEP programme.   

· 9 August 2017 – Co-delivery of NStEP Event for Students' Unions in Galway, Ireland as part of the NStEP programme.   

· 23-25 August 2017 – hosting delegates from colleges in the NStEP programme in Ireland at our annual 3-day residential training for Associate Trainers – to equip them with the skills to deliver Course Rep Training in their institutions during 2017-18.

· 4-8 September 2017 – Kosovo – capacity building training for the new National Students’ Union as part of the SIHEKSU project.  

· 19-20 September 2017 – invited to present at a conference in Vienna by the Austrian Quality Management Network. 

· September (dates TBC) – invite from the Council on Higher Education in South Africa for 2 sparqs staff members to facilitate a workshop on how to create structures and approaches to productive student participation in quality. Part of an ongoing Quality Enhancement Project in South Africa.


NUS/NUS Scotland Inward 

· Colleagues working in student centres in the United States from the Association of College Unions International (ACUI) took part in the NUS SU2017 conference at the NEC Birmingham from 4-6 July 2017. The CEO John Taylor took the opportunity to visit Edinburgh. 

· A meeting was held (20 June 2017) between sparqs (Eve Lewis), NUS Scotland and representatives from the University of Prishtina and the World University Service (Kosovo) to discuss progress on the TEMPUS funded project (SIHEKSU 544357) to develop a national student representative organisation in the Republic of Kosovo. A delegation from KSU will attend NUS Scotland’s “The Gathering” 17-18 August 2017

NUS/NUS Scotland Outward 

· The NUSUK delegation to the European Students’ Union Seminar and Board Meeting 72 in Malta 1-7 May 2017 was led by Rob Henthorn (Vice President Education of NUS Scotland) supported by Carmen Smith (Deputy President NUS Wales) and Mike Day, International and NUS-USI Director. The board passed a statement on LGBT rights and amended its quality policy in preparation for the next EHEA ministerial. 

· Mike Day, International and NUS-USI Director, led a Capacity Building Training event organised by the Commonwealth Students’ Association and supported by the All-Africa Students’ Union, The event was hosted by Strathmore University, Nairobi, Kenya. Delegates from Kenya, Tanzania and Ghana took part. The purpose of the programme was to pilot the CSA Capacity Building Toolkit (developed by NUS as project leads) that will help facilitate the creation of national student organisations in Commonwealth countries. It will be published later this year. 

· The tri-annual meeting of the trilateral agreement between NUSUK, USI and NUS-USI (Northern Ireland) took place in Belfast on 13/14 June 2017. A key item of discussion was ways in which all three partners could support each other to mitigate the potential damage caused to the student experience by Brexit. 

· The annual all-Ireland Students’ Union Training event took place in Athlone, Ireland from 10 – 14 July 2017. A well-attended workshop about the implications of Brexit showed the level of concern students have on both sides of the border. 

· The Committee on International Engagement of Association of College Unions International (ACUI ) has completed its work and published a final report looking at ways in which ACUI and its sister organisations can promote great international learning and exchange. Mike Day Director of International and NUS-USI was a member of the committee.

· Rob Henthorn former VP Education for NUS Scotland has been selected to serve as the European Students’ Unions Membership Co-ordinator for 2017-2018. 


Key Activities over past three months


SCQF(Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework)

· Hosted a one week study visit from the Ministry of Education in Macedonia.

· Hosted a 3 day study visit from the Professional Regulation Commission of the Philippines.

SQA Outward 

· SQA met with stakeholders at a student recruitment event in Kelowna, Canada in April to support our first centre, Focus College.

· SQA attended the graduation ceremony for HND students at AAT Business Park in Mandalay, Myanmar in May.

· SQA held a series of strategic meetings in Singapore with partners and stakeholders, including Scottish Development International.

· SQA exhibited at the annual NAFSA (Association of International Educators) Conference in California in May.  The focus was to promote the Diploma to Degree offering.

· SQA exhibited at the British Council (BC) Going Global Conference in London in May.  The purpose of which was to engage with the BC and promote SQA’s Diploma to Degree offering. 

· SQA exhibited at the annual Getenergy Conference in London in May.  The purpose of which was to promote SQA’s Oil and Gas qualifications portfolio. 

· SQA attended the International Consulting Alliance (ICA) event in Armenia in April, the alliance aims to foster and promote good practice and encourage co-operation related to consultancy services.

RSE 

· 26 April 2017 Visit from Former President of Iceland, Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson, Chairman of the Arctic Circle

· 9-10 May 2017 Visit to the Royal Flemish Academy of Belgium for Science and the Arts (KVAB) Representatives met to explore opportunity for joint RSE-KVAB activity and possible MoU.

18 May 2017 Asia Connections Network Lecture in association with RSE  The lecture was delivered by Lord McConnell of Glenscorrodale and chaired by Sir George Reid.
· 24 May 2017 Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) Delegation visit. Representatives from the JSPS London Office visited the RSE and two of the Scottish Innovation Centres – CENSIS and IBioIC.

· 13-16 June 2017 Vice President (International) visit to Singapore  Professor Marian Scott visited Singapore to attend the Commonwealth Science Conference 2017.
 
· IEP Bilateral Exchange Programme - The RSE’s International Programme seeks to increase Scotland’s research and development connections internationally; and increase the number of world-class science and culture researchers working in Scotland.  The RSE administers exchange schemes to provide researchers of at least post-doctoral status with short visit opportunities (normally up to four weeks) to and from Scotland, with a view to developing relationships leading to collaborative projects and levering further research funding from other sources.  The deadlines for these schemes are quarterly in late February, May, August and November. Between April 2017 and June 2017, 9 applications were supported by the RSE.



SPARQS (student partnerships in quality Scotland)

· 4 April 2017 – meeting at Dublin Institute of Technology around their participation in the next phase of the NStEP programme.   

· 4 April 2017 – meeting with Hibernia College in Dublin around their participation in the training element of the next phase of the NStEP project, as well as their future involvement in the sparqs project on Online and Distance Learning. 

· 5 April 2017 – attendance at an NStEP working group meeting in Dublin - reflecting on Institutional Analysis work with pilot institutions and identifying national themes.  

· 6 April 2017 - contribution to a roll-out event for the NStEP project, for institutions joining the second year of the programme, for which sparqs provide consultancy support and leadership. 

· 5-6 April 2017 – invited to speak at a seminar for Higher Education Reform Experts on student engagement in governance and QA in Almaty, Kazakhstan.

· Week beginning 10 April 2017 – facilitation of a practice exchange visit to Armenia as part of the ESPAQ project’s international student experience work package. Two SA staff members and two students are participating in the visit on sparqs’ behalf (from Edinburgh University Students’ Association, Edinburgh College Students’ Association, University of Stirling and The Robert Gordon University), along with students from Poland, Ireland and Lithuania. Return visit hosted in Scotland TBC. 

· 27 April 2017 – sparqs ‘Talking Student Engagement’ Interview conducted and published for our website with the Director of Student Engagement at The Quality Assurance Commons for Higher and Postsecondary Education based in Oakland, California

· 9 May 2017 – sparqs’ work with school councils featured in the European Commission’s School Education Gateway – an online platform for school education in Europe.  

· 26 May 2017 – host to 3 visitors from University of Southern Alabama resulting from a Global Student Partnership that a sparqs staff member set up in her previous post at University of Stirling Students’ Union. The visit followed on from University of Stirling’s visit to the USA in November 2015 with ACUI (Association of College Unions’ International).  The partnership also involves another USA University, Le High University in Pennsylvania, although they were unable to make the May visit.

· 6-8 June 2017 – participation at the QAA 3rd International Enhancement Conference in Glasgow, including presentation on our Transnational Education project and contacts made with international delegates from various countries.

· 13-14 June 2017 – induction meetings in Ireland with 3 new institutions joining phase 2 of the NStEP programme – Dublin Institute of Technology, Griffith College Dublin and Dublin City University. 

· 27 June 2017 – sparqs ‘Talking Student Engagement’ Interview conducted and published for our website with the Development Director at Khazar University in Baku, Azerbaijan.

· 28-29 June 2017 – work with Hibernia College in Dublin as part of sparqs’ Online and Distance Learning (ODL) project.  Contacts facilitated with institution in Scotland as part of shared interests.

· February 2017 - Submitted application to Department for International Development/British Council SHPEIR funding for a project - Student Engagement for Quality Learning and Sustainability (SEQLS).  Project partners - University of the West of England, Bristol, University of Ibadan, NUS Students’ Union Charitable Services, Student Partnerships in Quality Scotland (sparqs).  Project purpose - aims to collaboratively enhance quality in higher education in Nigeria and internationally by promoting student engagement with quality assurance and management processes. A framework and guidelines for using the learner voice to enrich the curriculum whilst helping to produce graduates with the knowledge, skills, and attributes required to tackle the challenges faced by society in the 21st century will be produced for use across Nigeria and beyond.   

· Ongoing – international expert to the Australian Advisory Group for HE Fellowship, following contribution to a successful application for an Australian Learning and Teaching Senior National Teaching Fellowship in 2016 entitled Creating a National Framework for Student Partnership in University Decision-making and Governance
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