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In October 2016, I launched the 

  Fairer Scotland Action Plan
 - the first Scottish Government response to the Fairer
Scotland conversation that involved 7,000 people at more than 200
public events over 2015 and 2016. Based on five ambitions for 2030,
the plan set out 
50 concrete actions over this parliamentary term
to reduce poverty and tackle inequality.

I also committed to publishing an annual 
Progress Report to set out what we've achieved on
each of the 50 actions. This first report shows what a busy and a
productive 12 months we have had.

In that time we have, for example, started delivering baby
boxes, introduced an ambitious Child Poverty Bill into parliament,
launched two new funds providing £29 million for tackling
poverty, and invested £2.7 million to date in participatory
budgeting initiatives, with more money to come. We've also
established a national Poverty and Inequality Commission, and
provided funding to start up two new 'Poverty Truth' type
organisations in Dundee and North Ayrshire.

The Action Plan also included 
research actions - and again in the last 12 months
we have delivered. We've launched an Equality Evidence Strategy to
improve data on protected characteristics, published research into
older people's employment by Edinburgh University, and published an
audit on the flexible jobs market in Scotland which we commissioned
from Timewise. We will use this audit as a way of raising the
profile of this important issue, one that's particularly important
to women with children or other caring responsibilities.

In the Foreword to the original action plan, I said that the
vision of a Fairer Scotland will require all of us - all levels of
government, communities, people with experience of poverty,
business and industry, the public, private and third sectors - to
do our utmost, and to work together to make change happen. That's
why we asked representatives from the public, private and third
sectors to 
pledge to take their own actions within the
original plan. There's an update on each of those pledges included
here too.

The Action Plan was always meant to be a living document, with a
2030 timeline to our ambition. So this progress update also
includes a number of the 
new ideas we've been developing over the last year
- including a £50 million Tackling Child Poverty Fund to
encourage innovative approaches; the provision of free sanitary
products in schools, colleges and universities - a world-leading
first; and a fund to help local areas interested in universal basic
income to pilot elements of the approach.

Finally, we've also been continuing the Fairer Scotland
conversation as part of our commitments to the United Nations' 
Open Government Partnership. This commitment to
continue to engage and to build on the conversations to date - in
an open and transparent way - is true to the spirit of Fairer
Scotland and one I'm proud to support.

So there is 
much to celebrate in this progress report but also much
still to do. You can read in the pages that follow full
updates on everything I've mentioned and more.

I'd like to thank 
everyone who, over the past year, has worked to
bring us closer to our ambition - to deliver the Fairer Scotland we
all want to see. Your continued help in the coming years will make
Scotland fairer and stronger still.


Angela Constance

 
Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Social Security
and 
Equalities

                            

                        


                        
                        

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Introduction
                                        
                                    
                                

                        
                        

                            
                                Contact

                                	Karen Armstrong




                            

                


                




    
        There is a problem

        

        

    


    
        Thanks for your feedback

    


    
        

        
            Was this helpful?

            
                
                    
                    Yes

                    
                        
                            Your comments

                            

                            Your feedback helps us to improve this website. Do not give any personal information because we cannot reply to you directly.

                        


                        Send feedback
                    

                


                
                    
                    No

                    
                        
                            Choose a reason for your feedback
                            
                                Please select a reason
It wasn't detailed enough
It's hard to understand
It's incorrect
It needs updating
There's a broken link
It wasn't what I was looking for
Other


                                
                            

                        


                        
                            Your comments

                            

                            Your feedback helps us to improve this website. Do not give any personal information because we cannot reply to you directly.

                        


                        Send feedback
                    

                


                
                    
                    Yes, but

                    
                        
                            Choose a reason for your feedback
                            
                                Please select a reason
It needs updating
There's a spelling mistake
It's hard to understand
There's a broken link
Other


                                
                            

                        


                        
                            Your comments

                            

                            Your feedback helps us to improve this website. Do not give any personal information because we cannot reply to you directly.

                        


                        Send feedback
                    

                

            

        

    



                

            

        
    



































        






    Back to top 




        




    
        
            
                Follow The Scottish Government
            

            	
                    
                        
                            
                            Facebook
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            Twitter
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            Flickr
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            YouTube
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            Instagram
                        

                    
                


        

    

    
        
            	

                        Accessibility
                    
	

                        Archive
                    
	

                        Contact
                    
	

                        Cookies
                    
	

                        Crown Copyright
                    
	

                        Jobs and vacancies
                    
	

                        Privacy
                    



            
                
                    [image: Open Government License]
                
                All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except for graphic assets and where otherwise stated

                © Crown Copyright

            


            
                [image: gov.scot]
            

        

    



        

    


    
    

    



