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Ministerial Foreword

The private rented sector plays an increasingly important role
in Scotland's housing system. Some 700,000 people in Scotland make
their homes in the sector: twice the number of ten years ago.

I want to see a sector that is characterised by more good
quality homes, being managed more professionally, where tenants
feel more secure. Where there are poor standards, local authorities
should be taking tough, targeted enforcement to ensure every
landlord is fit to let homes to private tenants.

The landlord registration system is a key element of the
enforcement regime. It requires each authority to maintain a
register of private landlords in its area, and to ensure that only
those landlords that it judges to be fit and proper are allowed on
the register, and it provides that anyone who rents property when
they are not on the register is committing a criminal offence. In
these ways, landlord registration gives local authorities the
ability to control and regulate who can operate legitimately as a
private landlord.

Since its introduction in 2006, the Scottish Government has
strengthened the regime by giving local authorities new duties and
discretionary powers to tackle poor physical and management
standards in the sector.

I don't underestimate the challenge for local authorities of
dealing with some 260,000 private landlords registered across the
country. However, as the great majority of them are fit and proper
persons and provide a service that their tenants find satisfactory,
there should be little need for local authorities to routinely
monitor their compliance. That frees them to focus on those
landlords whose conduct is not satisfactory, and on those who have
failed to register or to maintain their registration.

This guidance is intended to help local authorities deliver
effective regulation. It highlights, through case studies, how
particular local authorities are using their landlord registration
powers to deliver improvements in the sector, for example by
communicating effectively with all landlords on the register. It
also highlights successful working with the police and other
agencies to take action against landlords who deliberately flout
the law.

I would encourage all local authorities to use this guidance as
part of a continuing drive to raise standards and ensure greater
consistency in enforcement across Scotland.

                            

                        


                        
                        

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            1. Introduction
                                        
                                    
                                

                        
                        

                            
                                Contact

                                Email: Gary Mitchell, Gary.mitchell@gov.scot

Phone: 0300 244 4000 – Central Enquiry Unit

The Scottish Government
St Andrew's House
Regent Road
Edinburgh
EH1 3DG



                            

                


                




    
        There is a problem

        

        

    


    
        Thanks for your feedback

    


    
        

        
            Was this helpful?

            
                
                    
                    Yes

                    
                        
                            Your comments

                            

                            Your feedback helps us to improve this website. Do not give any personal information because we cannot reply to you directly.

                        


                        Send feedback
                    

                


                
                    
                    No

                    
                        
                            Choose a reason for your feedback
                            
                                Please select a reason
It wasn't detailed enough
It's hard to understand
It's incorrect
It needs updating
There's a broken link
It wasn't what I was looking for
Other


                                
                            

                        


                        
                            Your comments

                            

                            Your feedback helps us to improve this website. Do not give any personal information because we cannot reply to you directly.

                        


                        Send feedback
                    

                


                
                    
                    Yes, but

                    
                        
                            Choose a reason for your feedback
                            
                                Please select a reason
It needs updating
There's a spelling mistake
It's hard to understand
There's a broken link
Other


                                
                            

                        


                        
                            Your comments

                            

                            Your feedback helps us to improve this website. Do not give any personal information because we cannot reply to you directly.

                        


                        Send feedback
                    

                

            

        

    



                

            

        
    



































        






    Back to top 




        




    
        
            
                Follow The Scottish Government
            

            	
                    
                        
                            
                            Facebook
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            Twitter
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            Flickr
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            YouTube
                        

                    
                
	
                    
                        
                            
                            Instagram
                        

                    
                


        

    

    
        
            	

                        Accessibility
                    
	

                        Archive
                    
	

                        Contact
                    
	

                        Cookies
                    
	

                        Crown Copyright
                    
	

                        Jobs and vacancies
                    
	

                        Privacy
                    



            
                
                    [image: Open Government License]
                
                All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except for graphic assets and where otherwise stated

                © Crown Copyright

            


            
                [image: gov.scot]
            

        

    



        

    


    
    

    



