
    










    	Skip to main content
	Accessibility help






    




    
        









    
        
            Information


            
                We use cookies to collect anonymous data to help us improve your site browsing
                    experience.

                Click 'Accept all cookies' to agree to all cookies that collect anonymous data.
                    To only allow the cookies that make the site work, click 'Use essential cookies only.' Visit 'Set cookie preferences' to control specific cookies.

            


            
                Accept all cookies
                Use essential cookies only
                    Set cookie preferences
            

        

    





    
        
            
                
                    Your cookie preferences have been saved.

                        You can change your cookie settings at any time.
                

            

        

    












    
        
            
                
                    [image: Scottish Government]
                
            


            
                
                    Menu
                    
                    
                
            


                    
                    
                        	
                                        About
                                    
	
                                        Topics
                                    
	
                                        News
                                    
	
                                        Publications
                                    
	
                                        Statistics and research
                                    
	
                                        Consultations
                                    
	
                                        Blogs
                                    


                    

                






    
        Search
        

        

        

            

            
                Search
                
            

            
                

            


        

    



                

        

    


            
                
                    
                        	
                                            About
                                        
	
                                            Topics
                                        
	
                                            News
                                        
	
                                            Publications
                                        
	
                                            Statistics and research
                                        
	
                                            Consultations
                                        
	
                                            Blogs
                                        


                    
                

            




        


        
                



    	
            
                Home
            
        
	
                    
                        Publications
                    
                





                









    
        
            
                
                    Publication - Consultation paper
                    Consultation on new Management Measures on Crab and Lobster Landings into Orkney

                


                



            	Published
	20 February 2015







        
            	Part of
	
                        Marine and fisheries
                                



        
            	ISBN
	9781785441134





                


                
                            A consultation on management proposals for lobster, velvet crab and green crab landed into Orkney. The management measures were developed by Orkney Sustainable Fisheries Ltd, which is part of the Inshore Fisheries Group network.
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Executive Summary

This consultation seeks views on:

	increasing the minimum landing size (
  MLS) for velvet
  crab (
  Necora puber) landed into Orkney from 65 mm to 70 mm
  carapace width
	increasing the 
  MLS for lobster (
  Homarus gammarus) landed into Orkney from 87 mm to 90 mm
  carapace length over a three year period
	introducing a 
  MLS for green
  crab (
  
  Carcinus maenas) landed into Orkney of 70 mm
  carapace width
	prohibiting the landing of berried velvet crab (
  Necora puber) caught in the six nautical miles around
  Orkney
	whether there should be new restrictions on carriage in the
  six nautical miles around Orkney to accompany these measures


Landings of these species were worth £2.5 million to the
economy of Orkney in 2013, and more when processing and other
related activities are included.

The velvet crab and lobster stocks around Orkney are both
currently assessed to be fished at levels close to or above the F
MSY proxy. F
MSY is the fishing mortality consistent with the largest
average yield that can continuously be taken from a stock under
prevailing environmental conditions. When a stock is fished above F
MSY, it is advisable that measures be introduced to
reduce fishing mortality to achieve a higher yield and biomass in
the long term. There is currently no assessment of the green crab
stock around Orkney.

These measures were developed and proposed by Orkney Sustainable
Fisheries Ltd, which is part of the Inshore Fisheries Group
network, and are intended to help improve the sustainability of
these fisheries through the regulation of harvesting controls.
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